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THE 

SECRET HISTORY 

OF T HE 

Prefent Intrigues 

* O F T H E 

Court of C A R A M A N LA. 



^ H E large and fertile Province 

III of Caramanta is iituated in 

S that part of AJia which is call'd 

M the Minor j and was formerlj^ 

» in fubfcftion to the Kings of 

Anatolia : but Theodore, the ptefent 

Prince, having married Hyanthe, a 

D aughter of the late Monarch, had in Dow- 

ry with her a general Relcafe from all Tri- 

B bute. 
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butc, Peaky,, and Obedience, by which him- 
fclf and Sacccflprs arc now dignified with 
the Title of Sovereign Trinces of Cara- 
mania* 

Nothing could mpre endear a Ruler to 
hi$ People than did this Aftion of Theo- 
dore's 5 it feem'd fo magnanimous a proof 
oF Love to his Country, that a young 
Prince, in the full Vigour of thofe Dcfires 
which Loveline fs cteates, and every way ac- 
oomplifh'd to pleafe the Fair, (hould, neg- 
Icfting alt the Beauties of the laff, and the 
prefent Advantages he might have enjoy'd 
in the Choice of another Bride, facrifice 
himfelf to a Princcfs much older than him- 
felf 5 and who, when in her Bloom of 
Youth, was miftrefs of very few perfonal 
Charms, mcerly to free his Subjefts from a 
Dcpendance which had long been uneafy to 
them 5 that they thought they could never 
too muchu exprefs their Scnfe of the Obli- 
gations they had to him : Statues were in all 
publick Places ereded to his honour ! they 
almoil; adored him as a guardian God ! nor 
could he appear in publick without the 
Drums, Trumpets, and other martial Mu- 
fick which accompany'd him, being drown '4 
in the louder Acclamations of the admi- 
ring Croud, who hanging on his Chariot- 
Wheels, feem'd to rend the very Skies with 
Cries of Joy! Z/^^r^;' and Theodore, was 
the word! Liberty and Theodore, was all 
that could be heard. Nor 



Nor was this Aftion of his look'd on with 
wondring Admiration by the Populace only 5 
thofc of the deepcft penetration, and who 
made it moft their bufinefs to pry into the 
Intrigues of State, could with all their 
fearch be able to afcribe no other Reafon 
for it, than that which it had the appearance 
of: lb happy was this Prince in the few 
truftcd by him, and fo little is human Wif- 
dom capable of fathoming the Hearth 

But not to detain on tlie rack the Curio- 
iity of my Reader, who by what I have faid, 
cannot but imagine there was fome other 
and more powerful motive for this Prince's 
Behaviour, than that which I have related, 
or than was publickly known 5 I fhall, in as 
brief a manner as the Subjcft will admit, 
give an account how very different ftom 
their fceming, were the real Inducements of 
Theodore to zGt in the manner he had 
done. 

Being, as I have ajready faid, pofTefs'd of 
many valuable Accomplifhments, of an il^ 
luflrtbi^ Birth, defcendcd by his Mother's 
fide frbm the Kings of ancient ^acia^ and 
by his Father's from the great Arsaces, and 
in fevcral memorable Engagements againfl 
the Inhabitants oiMefopotamia and the Lef- 
ict Armenia having very much fignaliz'd his 
Conduft and Courage, he was look'd on as 
a Prince who would hereafter make a very 
diftinguifllable figure in the world s and his 

B 2 Alliance 
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Alliance fought for by the neighbouring 
Nations, as the only Security from his fupe- 
rior Power. The fevcral Princefies ofFcr'd 
to him in marriage, and the equal Advantages 
which attended thofe Propofals, rcndred 
him divided in his Sentiments, and being 
by his People prefs'd to make choice, he 
took a Journey to Anatolia^ with a defign 
to confult that Monardi, and be direded by 
him in the Affair. 

At his arrival, he received thfe Compli- 
ments of all the Grandees of that Court 5 
among the nuniber of whom, was Adra- 
STUs, a Lord of eminent Birth and Merit, 
and highly in favour with his Royal Matter 5. 
which Confiderat^ons obliging the Prince to 
return his Vifit in pcrfon, he w^s entertained 
in a manner becoming the Dignity of fo 
illuftrious a Gueft : But that which crown'd 
the Feaft, and heightened every pleafure, was 
the prefcncc of the lovely Ismonda, Wife 
to Adrastus. The Heart of- Theodore, 
till now infenfible of the Power of Beauty, 
felt a ftrange Alteration at the iight of her, a 
mixture of Delight and Pain diffused itfelf 
through every glowing Fibre, tumultuous 
Thrillincs fili'd the Veins, and each warm 
Artery cpnfcfs'd the new Defire ! Unskill'd 
in Love, and all unfludied in the God's ap- 
proach, and by what means he fteals him- 
felf into the unguarded Soul, he knew not 
to whatGucft he had given room 5 and in- 
nocently. 
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nocently, atfirft, indulg'd the growing An- 
guifti, nor thought what future Pains might 
be the confequence of the prcfent Joy he 
found in gazing on fo dangerous an Gb- 
jeft. So loft was he in the admiration of 
her Charms, that had not Marmillio, (a 
Caramanian Nobleman who from his Child- 
hood had been bred up with him, had ever 
been his greateft Favourite, and had accom- 
pany'd him to Anatolia and in this Vifit) 
reminded him that it grew late, he might 
poilibly have forgotten that Decorum which 
is always obfcrv'd between Pcrfons of Ihort 
acquaintance, as wasthat he had with Adra- 
STUS, and by his long ftay have occafion'd 
fome Sufpicions in him, which would have 
been of little advantage to the Paflion he 
had entertain'd. 

. Tis certain that the Difcrction of Mar- 
millio, who prcfently faw the Condition 
of his Prince, kept it from being perceiva- 
ble by the Husband 5 but the fair Occafion 
was too fenfible of the Force of her Charms, 
to be deceived in that manner 5 fhe both 
knew and triumphed in the Conqueft ftife 
had made 5 and tho' (he had hitherto re- 
garded her Husband with more TentJcrnefs 
than is ordinarily found among Wives of 
Quality, yet the thoughts of being belov'd 
by fo great and fo lovely a Prince as Theo- 
dore, rouzing all that was vain or ambi- 
tious in her Soul, made her in very great 

B 3 danger 
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danger of fwcrving frpm that puty, (he 
had, till now, preserved with all imagina- 
ble ftridnefsi She faw hcrfelf admired by 
him, waspleas'd with the difcovery, endea- 
voured all fhe could to enhance the Eftcem 
fhc had infpired, and how near fuch a Difpo- 
iition is to betraying the Heart, too many fine 
Ladies by fatal Experience can teftify. 

Theodore, on the other fide, was no 
fooncr departed from the prefcnce of his 
adored Ismonda, than he was convinced by 
the pain he was in, what fort of Paffion it 
was which he had entertain'd : That purl- 
ing Pleafiire, which at her every little Word 
or Motion, ran trickling through his Veins, 
was now fiicceeded by a heavy Languor ^ 
that fprightly Joy which fo lately enliven d 
all his Soul, the dear Infpircr abfent, gave 
way to a fullen Gloom, and the once calm 
Compofurc of his Mind wholly changed to 
the reverfe of what it had been. M armil- 
Lio, of all his numerous Train, was the 
only Perfon to whom he communicated his 
Sentintcnts 5 nor did that Favourite orait 
making ufe of the Opportunity which this 
Confidante gave him, of more ingratiating 
himfelf to him, by foothing his new Paffion 
* with a Profpcd of Succcfs: and as he had-, 
from the firft View the Prince had of her, 
prefcntly perceived with what Emotibns he 
jegarded her, fo was he not Icfs watchful 
over the Behaviour of Ismokda s and being 
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perfcdly well verfed in the humour of that 
$ex> and having expericnc'd the various Foi- 
bles by which they become a prey to the in^ 
imuations of thofe who attempt their Ho- 
nour, he imagined that he iaw enough in 
this Lady to keep her Lover ftom dcfpair: 
and emhellifhing^ the real Opinion he had 
of her propenfity tt> Love with all the 
pleaiing additions his witty Invention cou'd 
fupply him with , indulged the ens^mour'd 
Theodore with Ideas too fatisfadory to 
be repeird, and prevented him from mak- 
ing even an Effort >to vanquiih thofe new 
Deftres which had taken poiTcflion of his 
Soul. 

He had after this many opportunities of 
feeing her; for being as great a Favourite 
with Hyanthe, as her Husband was with 
the King, (he was fcarce ever from that 
Princefs s and the tranfported Theodore, 
under the pretence of paying his Compli- 
Clients to the eldcft Daughter of a Monarch, 
to whom he then own'd himfelf a Subjed, 
indulged his Wilhes with the more delight- 
ful Converfation of her lovely Attendant. 
The great number of Nobility which con- 
tinually crowded the Drawing-room of this 
Princefs, gave liberty to thofe of them, 
who were defirous of it, of withdrawing in- 
to Parties, and as this Court was full of Gal- 
lantry, almoft every one liad his particular 
Bagagement: It is not to be doubted but 

B 4 that 
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that Theodore laid hold on every occa- 
iion which prefentcd itfclf to him, of en- 
tertaining the Objed of his Affedionsj 
and one day having drawn her to a Win- 
dow which jutted out a confiderablc way, 
and was feparated from the reft of the 
Room by a kind of Half-Alcove 5 he told 
her after fome difcourfe on ordinary Af- 
fairs, looking on her at the fame time with 
an unfpeakable tendernefs in his Eyes, that 
he had a Queftion to ask, which he paf- 
lionately long'd to be refolv'd in, but that 
it was of fuch a nature, as he durft not 
mention without having firft her promife 
of a faithful Ai\fwer. The grave and earneft 
manner in which thcfe Words ' were de- 
livered, created at firft fome little furprize 
in ISM0NDA5 but prefently recovering her 
felf from it, and impatient for his mean- 
ing, alTur'd him that whatever his demand' 
was, Ihe would reply to it with all imagin- 
able Sincerity. It is then. Madam ! faid hey 
if amidft all that (how of happineis, you 
feem to cpjoy in a married State, you have 
never in fccret wifhu that you had made 
lefs hafte to enter into it, and . in iome 
meafurc regretted the lofs of that Liberty 
a fingle Life affords? Tho' of all the In- 
terrogatories which Invention cou d infpirc, 
or Language form, anfwered fbe, this is of 
9 kind the nioft foreign from my expefta- 
tionj yet fince you have my promife, J 

will 



(9) 

will not fcruplc to inform you as much of 
the matter as my own Heart is fcnfibic of. 
Yes I will confefs, continued jbey thattho' 
I have no reafon to complain, cither of the 
want of Honour or Tendernefs in Adra- 
STUSi I am not without fome fharc of that 
too common Foible of Humanity, which 
makes us place lefs Value on the things 
we arc in pofleffion of, than thofe above 

our reach : -Whatever we may pretend, 

Hope is the moft pleafing Paffion of the 
Soul, and happy as I am, having entered 
into a State which deprives me of the 
power of expefting to be more fo, I can- 
not entertain myfelf with thofe delightful 
Ideas, which were the Companions of my 
Virgin Thoughts. Then Madam! erf d the 
Vrincey (interrupting her with a vifible tranf- 
port in his Voice and Eyes) you do not 
think Adrastus deferving the boundlcls 
Bleffings he enjoys? I think him worthy 
of much more, refunid fbe, than is in the 

power of IsMONDA to beftow 5 but yer, 

continued fbe brisklyy who knows but in 
fpite of the little merit I am miftrefs of, 
Fortune and that unaccountable Caprice 
which fomctimes rules the Heart, might, 
had I been in a condition to receive them, 
have favoured me with the Addtefles of 
fome Man fuperiour to Adrastus in Birth, 
in Power, in perfonal Perfcdions, and in 
every love-infpiring Grace : — — at leaft, 

addi d 
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dddtd p>ey man ferioujfy^ I might have 
flatter d Imagination with fuch a hope, and 
grafp'd in Theory a Jojr, the very (hadow 
of which would have been preferable to 
the real Subilance of that mean Content 
which I have made my Lot. If thefe words 
were not didated by a Paflioa (he had 
for the Perfon to whom they were addrefs'd, 
he could take them for no other than the 
effeds of her deflre of engaging him : He 
plainly faw, that if he was not belov'd by 
her, fhe took an infinite pleafurc in beiiev- 
ing herfelf belov'd by him i and whether 
it was to her Tendernefs or Coquetry he 
was indebted for the condefcenftoos fhc 
had made him, thought he had now a good 
opportunity oJF declaring himfclf, without 
any danger of incurring the Cenfure of be- 
ing too prefuming. Ah Madam ! crfdhe^ 
were what you fay pradicable in all Cafes, 
where the reality of our Wifhes is unat- 
tainable, how much oblig'd to yoii would 
every Lover, and in particular the dcfpair- 
ing Theopore be, for prcfcribing him fo 
cafy a way to Blifs? But alas, 'tis only 
the unprepoffefled, and infenfible, which can 
receive any benefit from your Inftrudions 5 
the Heart which can content itfelf wkh an 
imaginary enjoyment of its Defires, muft 
not have for the Ofejeft of them a Per- 
feftion like that tfee adorable Ismonda 
boafts,— ^You, whofc excelling CharmiR 

juftly 
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juftly commaod the World, may at your 
plcafure difpofe the Slaves as Fancy (hall 
ditcGt, but what relief for me ? — • Ah ! 
how (hall I beguile the Tortures of a real 
Defpair by an imaginary Joy } — When in 
emboldened Thought I feem to travel o'er 
all your world of Beauty, and aim to taftc 
a Blifs which even in Idea is too mighty 
to be born, will not curft Keafon inter- 
vene between me and the infupportable 
Del^ht> revcrfe my fate, convert my pro- 
mifed Heaven to a certain Hell, and pre^ 
fent the extatick Vifion in another's Arms i 

Can I indulge the rapturous Image of 

Ismonda's Charms, and not at the fame 
time behold Adrastus in pofleilion of 
them i 

Here ceas'd the Prince; but Ismonda, 
tho' (he had wifh'd, and from her firft ac- 
quaintance with him, expe^ed a Declara- 
tion of this nature, had hitherto been fb 
little accdftom'd to receive Gallantries, that 
fhe could not defend herfelf from the Con-r 
fuHon with which this overwhelmed her: 
but the pleafurc (he conceiv'd at it, foon 
diflip^ing all the Remonftrances of (hame 
or virtuous refcntment, (he afFedcd to take 
all he had faid to her only as raillery and 
theEfFefts of an over-gay difpolition, and 
anfwered him in this manner : It muft be 
confcfs'd indeed, faiJ fie, that you coun- 
terfeit the defpairing Lover with fo good 

a 



' ( I^) 

a grace, that {hould a Woman be vain e- 
nough to believe you were in any danger 
of becoming fuch in good earneft, not 
Adrastus alone, but the noblcft Husband 
in Anatolia would foon ccafe to be in a 
condition capable of creating Envy : Since 
therefore, of all mankind, you' have the 
moft rcafon to hope every thing, exped e- 
very thing, thofe delightful Ideas we have 
been fpeaking of, can be no ftrangers to 
your Soul, unlcfs you are one of thofc 
unreafonablc ones whom nothing b^it the 
real Subftance can content. Tho' the for- 
mer part of what you have faid, reply dike 
^rinc&y contains a Compliment to which 
I have no pretence, yet I cannot avoid fub- 
fcribing myfelf to that Character you men- 
tion in the latter. Yes Madam 1 (purftied 
he^ tenderly prejjing her Hand) I acknow- 
ledge that I am one of thofe who cannot 
be fatisficd with the Ihadow of a Blcffing. 
Spirits may delight thcmfclvcs in an intcl- 
ledual Corrcfpondence with each other, 
becaufe it is all they are capable of en- 
joying ; but while the Soul is lodged in FIcfh 
and Blood, Dcfircs of a different nature will 
arife 5 the Body claims its fhare of Joy, nor 
will permit the other to be bleft alone. 
Blefs me, rryV IsMONDA, interrupting kitHy 
how fuddenly is the turn of your Con- 
verfation altered ! — I thought, indeed, that 
Air of humble diftance and dcfpair was lit- 
tle 
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tic conformable to your difpofition $ 
this of the bold encroaching Lover is in- 
finitely more natural, and fhows you have 
been more ufed to beftow Cbmpafllon than 
(land in need, of it yourfclf. Whatever I 
have been, rejum'd hCy I am now undone 
if I want power to convince you that I 
have no other aim on Earth, than to re- 
ceive from the divine Ismonda fome to- 
kens of it J if therefore the profeffioris 

1 have made you, of a Paffion the moft vio- 
lent that ever was, appear too great a Pre- 
fumption, impute it to the extremity of that 
Anguifh which a hopelefs Flame creates, and 
which failing to move pity from the ador'd 
Obje£t, in time confumes thcJJreaft which 
harbours it. Well, well, /aid fbey ftill 
with an ironical, torn and gejiurey when I 
am certain you are i?i a Condition, fuch as 
requires confolation, you fhail find me not 
ill natur'd enough to tcfufe it. What propfs 
do you demand, rejoined he y will nothi^ig 
lefs than a Dagger, a Bowl of Poifon, or a 
Leap from fome fteep Promontory fufEce ? 
Yes I alTure you, anfwer'dfljey laughing^ I ar^i 
' for no fuch romantick flights : Tcftimonies of 
a more modern fafhion will content me. — 
But, continued ^ey perceiving two or three 
Ladies coming toward them, fome other 
time we'll talk further on this matter. The 
Company by this time having joined them, 
the Converfation grew general, nor had he all 

that 
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that day ft fccond opportanity of (peaking to 
her alone. He was, however, as he had 
good reafon, perfedly fatisfied with the pro^ 
grefs he had made : He very well knew Is- 
MoNDA was a Woman of too much pene- 
tration not to fee into his Deftgns, and her 
receiving the Declaration he had made her 
only as a Tcft 5 he took it, as really it was, 
as the method {he made choice of, to encou- 
rage his Addrcflcs, without fecming to do 
fo. Marmillio, to whom he related the 
whole Convcrfation that had pafs'd betweeri 
them, was of the fame opinion $ and his 
known Experience in the Affairs of Love, 
made the Prince very much depend on his 
Judgment : and never had Lover, while in 
a ftate of £xpedation, greater reafon to be 
fatisfied with his Condition. 

The next time ht faw her, was in the 
Gardens of the Palace Royal. She was 
lying on a green Bank by the lide of a Foun- 
tain, extended at full length, her Head only 
a little reclin'd and leaning on her Arm, 
her Eyes feem'd to fwim in tender Languifh- 
ments,* and an unufual Softnefs play'd ab6ut 
her Mouth, with gentle Sighs her fnowy Bo- 
fom heav'd, triumphant Love wanton'd thro' 
all her Air, and every Part proclaimed the 
new Defire. A-while, unfeen by her, the 
amorous Prince flood gazing on her Charms, 
faking an infinite pleafure in contemplating 
her in this melting and love-inipLcing Po- 

fiurc i 
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flare i fcfjiecially when he rcflcdcd on the 
great probability there was, that it was occa- 
fion'd by the thoughts of him, and that one 
of thefe delightful Ideas they had been talk- 
ing of at then: laft Interview, might now 
take up her Mi^d. At laft, confidering that 
if flit (hotild chance to lift up her Eyes and 
difcover him, it would tcftify but littlq of 
that ardent Lover he had profefs'd himfelf 
to be, contented with that diftant Profped, 
he drew near, and was on his knees before 
her, where he remained fome moments with- 
out routing her from her Refvery, fo deep- 
ly was flie plung'd in Thought i till no lon- 
ger able to contain himfelf he catch'd faft 
hold ' of ohe of her Hands, and putting it 
to his Mouth, feem'd to devour it with his 
eager Kiffes. She flatted at the fudden Pref- 
furc, and her Surprize making her fend forth 
a little Shriek, kept the Prince from ufing 
any efforts to prevent her rifing from the 
pofture flie was in 5 Good Heaven ! crfd 
Jhe^ how have I been loft in Thought ! 
Might I prefume to ask, rejoirid Theo- 
dore, what has been the Subjed of that 
Contemplation, which has been fo favoura- 
ble to my Defircs, of gazing on your Charms 
tminterrupted, and unaw'd ? Yes, anjwer*d 
Jbe, I will make no fcruple of repofing a 
Secret in your breaft, which is of fo much 
confequence to yourfelf. Love has been 
the Theme of my Meditations : and the 

happy 



bappy Objc£t of that Paffion is no other 
than Theodore. How, Madam, crfd he^ 
(not able to contain the Extafy with which 
thefc words fiU'd all his Soul) is Theodore 
theObjcd of Ismonda's Love ? and do you 
confefs it too \ — Is it pofliblc that I am fo 
divinely blefs'd \- — O catch the joyful Sound, 
ye gentle Winds, and bear it up to Heaven 5 
there let it bcxegiftred, and every Saint and 
miniftring Angel witnefs the glorious Pro- 
mife, and put it paft the lovely Maker's 
power ever to call it back ! The Beauties of 
IsMONDA ^xre at this Acclamation covered 
with a Icarlct Blufli, which was prefently 
fuccecded by a deadly Pale 5 when the 
Prince approaching her with 9II the Tranf- 
ports of an emboldened, Lover, .was about 
to take her in his Arms, and reap fomc 
fruits of. that obliging Declaration fhe had 
made him : Forbear, my Lord ! faid fhe, 
half turning from him-, thefe Raptures are. 
indeed a jufl: Return for the PaJlfion with 
which vou are honoured 5 but alas ! it is not 
IsMONDA who is worthy of receiving them., 
Your Merits have had the effeft which it is 
ordinary for them to infpirc, on a Heart 
which the Glory of fubduing is fufficient to 
make yours exult with joy and vanity. As 
for me, think of me no ptherwife than as of 
a Wretch whom Fate has caft in a Sphere be- 
neath Regard, as one who but at humble 
diftancc dares look up to you 5 yet full of 

ardent 
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ardent Zeal for your Proi|)crity, wifhcs you 
i^ill greater, happier, and more blefs'd, if 
poiiible, than Heaven itfelf has power to 
make you. The Surprize which the Prince 
was in at the firft part of this difcourfe^ kept 
him from giving any interruption to it, till 
he found fhe had concluded : and when (he 
had, was divided in his Sentiments, whe* 
ther he fhould anfwer to what (he had faid 
with an entreaty that fhe would explain 
what it was (he meant, by telling him he 
had influcnc'd a Heart more worthyi or re* 
turn the obliging Softncfs with which (he 
ended, in Endearments fu^h as her Beha^ 
viour feem*d to demand from a Man le(s 
tnamour*d, Icfs iranfported with it than 
himfelf. After a Paufe of about two mo* 
ments. It is of little confequence to my 
Peace, faid he^ in whatfocver light my Me- 
rits may appear to the reft of the world, I 
wiih to be agreeable but to isMONt>A $ and 
to prove you really wifh to fee me blefs'd to 
that fuperlative degree you mention, you 
muft believe 'tis only in your power to make 
me fd Think not therefore^ continued 
he J (preiUng a fecond time her unreitfting 
Hand with greater TenderneCs if po(nble, 
than before) think not to put me off with 
the mcanjoys which any other Beauty has 
the power to yield % my l^gh-rais'd Wiflics 
aim at the fupremeft BIi]rs> nor will be fatif* 
fied with auj^ht but you ! Your Love alone 
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cangivc mc perfe<ai Happinefs, your Cruel- 
ty alone can- maRe= me wrct-ehed: It was 
with a vifible Satisft£tion in hei' Eyes^ mix'd^ 
with a tender Melaiichplyy that IsikoNDA 
receiv'd this* Declaration ^ and- when flrd' 
perceiv'd he ha4 given ovet fpcafcingi I know' 
not, anjwefdjl^ey how far irhe natural Va- 
niry of ihy Sex- might induccnic^ to believe 
what you have faid, had I not a Rival with 
who^^tis Treiifon to difputc anything : it 
is the Princefs,^ Sir, HyanthE; who claims 
all your Devoirs, nor would forgive mc 
even a Wifh to' entertain you in this man- 
ner. — —I fee ^Xk'S^y, purjued jbe^ (after a 
little paufe,' and/obferving fomc Confufion 
in his Countenance) the Weaknefs of my 
Influence appears i the very Name of this 
too powerful Opp<^er robs me of all the 
Intcreftlhad'iriyou — ^yetdoyou owe me 
fbmc Atknowledgemcnt for the Intelli- 
gence: you might, perhaps, but for me, 
have long been uninformed of the Happinefs 
defign'd you, and I will not lofe one jot of 
thofc Privileges which arc allpw'd in fuch 
cafes to Confidantes. Unjuft Ismonda, too 
lovely, cruel Trifler ! refumed the Prince ; 
why do you take a barbarous pleafurc in 
raillying the pains you give? Were what 
you fay^ concern mg that Princefs -real, top 
well are thofe dear Eyes of yours acquaint- ' 
cd with their force, ta fear a Rival, or fiflT-^ * 
pcd your Lover s Truth. This is an Inven- 
tion 
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tion forg'd, hut to .delay thofc Joys which 
this blels'di Opportunity feems to invite: 
* — —But thus, cry^d hey {catching her in 
his ArmSj and bearing her perforce into 
a httj^ Grotto near the Fountain^ thus 
>viU I diiapppint the meafures thou wouldft 
take 4 thus put ^n end to all the little Ar- 
tifices wiiich fear or modefty might tempt 
thee to make tryal of» and be indeed as 
.blefs'd as ^thou haft lately wifti'd me. 
Tis certain that this Prince's defires were 
I now grown too violent for reftraint by any 

I -comnionii^eans, and nothing left than thofc 

IsMONDA took, coultl have obliged him to 
defer Qjac moment the perpetration of his 
Paflion. Perceiving herfelf on the v^ry 
brink of falling a Sacrifice to a PafliQn, 
which (he was not yet certain, was enough 
cftablifh'd in his Heart to aflure her of his 
Conftancy and Gratitude, ami that nothing / 
fhe could fay was of any efficacy to mOvie 
Jai<n frqmrhis Purpofe; (hefnatchU a Dag- 
ger, which he always wore by his fide, and 
putting the, Point of it to her Breaft, pro- 
teftcd by all the Gods of Caramania^ that 
flic woi^ld that inftant dye it with her LifeV 
Blpod, if he would not fit calmly down 
and lillcn to what ihe had to utten She 
fpokc this with fo refolute and detcrmin d 
an Air, that the aftonifh'd Theodore 
-trembled left (he (hould execute what Ihc 
had menac'd, before he could convince her 
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of his rcadincfs to obey her , and jretiring 
thfce or four Paces from her, threw him- 
felf upon his Knees, entreating (he would 
throw away a Weapon fo unbecoming her 
Sex, and the Power fhc had over him. No, 
/aid fbey 'tis neceflary that I keep myfclf 
thus arm'd, to prevent that which I am a* 
bout to confcfs, from having an effed up- 
on you, contrary to what 1 am willing to 
permit. Know then, continued fbe^ (with a 
deep Sigh) that from the firft moment you 
arriv'd at the Anatolian Court, my Heart 
has been your Prizes my Husband, you 
know, with fome other Noblemen, met 
you on the Frontiers, and I with many 
other Ladies flood at a Window to be- 
hold the Entrance of a Prince, whofe 
fame had fill'd us all with admiration. 
Not an Eye, but what fecm'd fix*d and ri- 
veted upon jteur Charms 5 but all my Soul 
flew into minei^ to take the bright, the 
dangerotis Image iii :— when next Ifaw 
you, 'twas at my own Apartment, you did 
AuRASTUsr the honour of a Vifit, and by 
that fecond View I was intirely loft.— — I 
acknowledge that never Woman loved with 
a greater tranfcendcncy of Paffion than 
that I feel for you, and it is perhaps more 
owing to the Zeal of ray AfFeftion that I 
refufe giving you the Proof you ask of it, 
than to my Virtue, my Duty, or any o- 

ther confideration whatever. Too much, 
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O Prince ! I love you, to dare give a loofc 
to tcndcrncfs without a Certainty, that I 
fhall always be permitted to do fo t ■ 
(hould I indulge your prefent Wifhe^ and 
my own, now fliould 1 be ^ble to fupport 
the dreadful Separation, which muft foon 
attend this fhort-liv'd Heaven of felicity)! 
■ — Arc not all the Princeffes of Afia 

tmpatient to call you Husbiand ? Are 

you not come to Anatolia^ meerly to con- 
lult its King which of them fliall have the 
preference in your Choice j the great de- 
cifion made, happy Caramania will again 
receive its Lord, and poor Ismonda be a- 
bandoned to all the miferies which De- 
fpair creates. A Flood of Tears here ftop'd 
the farther Progrefs of hei: Words, and gave 
the impatient Theodore the opportunity 
of replying in this manner : After this rap- 
turous difcovery, faid he^ think me not fo 
ftupidly infenfible of the Blefling it affords, 
or fo ungrateful for the Bounty, that on 
any terms I could be obliged to quit Ana- 
tolia for ever. ■ No, moft inchanting, 
moft adorable Ismonda, I ihould look on 
all the Hours , which cruel neccflity enfor- 
ces me to pafs in abfence from you, as 
fo many vacancies in Life \ and foon as the 
important plagues of State were over, haft 
to thy Bredft, there lull my Cares to reft, 
iriot in Love, and in the prefent Joy, lofc 
^11 the memory of the paft difquiet^— ^ — 
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Or^ continued he^ if you fufpcft my Con- 
ftancy, be the Partner of my Joiiriley, leave 
Anatolia and this too long happy Husband, 
and confent to (hare with me my Bed and 
Power- K{^\ interrupted jhCy what wild Chi- 
masras does diftraded Paffion form ! I kno\^ 
too well of what dangerous confeqtience to 
Loye are Time and Abfcnce, to tirtift my 
Heart with him who muft abide their trial : 
—Much lefs can I fo far coufult Self-intcreft, 
as to enter into any meafures for my own 
Security, which muft be the deftmftiori of 
your Peace, your Glory, and perhaps your 
Life. 1 have already told you, that H^ an- 
THE loves you, (he. will foon be ofFer'd to 
you in marriage by heir Father : fhoiild you 
fefufe this Prirjccfs, and at the fame time 
take with you her Woman, would, not all 
Anatolia^ commanded by their King, and 
lirg'd tQ Vengeance by the wronged Adra- 
STUS, be arm'd againft you? Would not 
their Jorces like a Torrent pour upon your 
Country, depopulate your. Cities, lay your 
Palaces in aihes , and drive ^you out a 
wretched Exile to mourn in fbipc fad fo- 
litiide the Ruins you had caus'd ? No, 
Theodore, there is but one way left which 
can.Tccure our Love : you muft marry with 
Hitan'the, and under the pretence of friend- 
fhip and fidelity to her, I unfufpdfted may 
exchange the Court of Anatolia for that of 
Caramanid. The confidciice and favour 

with 



I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

j 



( 23 ) 

with which that Princcfs gtaccs mc, will 
make it not feem ftrange^ that I can 
kave a Husband, at leaft for a time, t?o 
accompany fo Royal and Kind aMiftrcfsi 
nor will Adrastus, however uneafy, dare 
to murmur at the Choice I make. 

Nothing that the Prince had faid, could 
appear leis confonant to -Reafon than did 
this Propofal feem to him : He thought it 
fo foreign from the Principles, not only of 
the Paffion Ihehad profefs'd, but alfo from 
Nature itfelf, that z Woman could of her 
own accord defire tp {hare the Pofleffion 
of the Man fhe Jov'd with another, that 
for a great while he was able to bring out 
no more than, Are you in earneft, Madani ? 
— ^ — Can you pretend to love, yet advife 
mc to piany HYANTHE>-i — Muft I to 

prove my conftancy be ialfc ? what in- 

coherency of Thoughts, arc thefe ! In fuch 
kind of Interrogatories did he exprefs the 
Amazement lie was under, till Ihe again 
repeating almoft the fame Arguments flic 
had before made ufe of, to dcmonftrate the 
ncccflity there was for his afting in the 
manner fhe advis d, and that no other means 
could fecure either the Love, the Reputa- 
tion, or the Intercft of both j he was half 
perfuaded to be of her mind, and confefs'd 
that in forming this Defign, fliehad teftificd 
a Paffion more heroick, and more delicate 
than* ever before he had any notion of In 
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fine, {he at laft obtained a promi(e from 
him, to accept of the Propofals fhe knew 
would be made him by the Father of Hy- 
ANTHE, and oblig'd him to content him- 
felf with her's, that as foon as ever that 
Affair was concluded on> (he would deny 
him nothing. 

Thus they parted, and when M arMillio, 
to whom the Prince, the moment he came 
home related every thing that had pafs'd, 
had a little confidered on the Advantages 
which might be hoped for in an Alliance 
with this Monarch s he encouraged him 
to it by all means, prais'd the mafculine 
Temper of Ismonda, who, free from the 
Vanity and Tenacioufnefs of her Sex, could 
confent to fee the Man moft dfear to her 
in a Rival's Arms, in terms fo warm and 
elegant, that he was almoft doubtful if bis 
Favourite regarded her not with the fame 
Eyes he did 5 and judging by that ftart of 
Jealoufy, which juft then rofe in his Soul, 
now terrible it muft be to fuffcr an inva- 
der in that tender point, he could not tell 
how to reconcile it to reafon, that Ismon- 
da could have the real PafGon for him (he 
profefs'd. This Refledion making him grow 
penfive on the fudden, Marmillio intreat- 
cd to be told the meaning of it 5 which 
the Prince freely declaring, he endef^vour* 
ed to cafe him of the Apprehenitoos he 
laboured under, in thefe or the like Tbrms : 

I 



Iltd^pc^ tt^^&yal Lord ! /aid he, that thctc 
is little lietd of my ufing any Arguiricnts 
to convince Jo% ^su I better know the 
Duty of a SubjeCI: than to difpute any thing 
with my Prince, or that I look on the 
Heart of Ismonda, having receiv'd your 
Image, as a facred Temple which is nqt 
but with Reverence to be approached : but 
as to the unjuft Sufpicions you conceive of 
her, [iermlt me to fet your judgment right ; 
ihould I or any other Man attempt to rival 
you in her Enjoyment, the motive which 
would induce her yielding, muft be Love ; 
neceility, or even convenience could not 
be the Plea : i% would certainly, therefore^ 
denote the utmoft indifference in you to 
endure it, much more to approve of it. 
But the Cafe is widely differeht in ycJur 
becoming the Husband of Hvanthe ; the 
Love which Ismonda is poflcfs'd of for? 
you, cannot be gratified without it 5 Ihe has 
no other pretence to accompany you, Ihc 
muft ftiortly lofe you, 'tis to avoid being 
feparated from you, that (he chufes to have 
you njarry'd, ai>d would rather fee you in 
another's Arms fometimes, than be certain 
fhe no more could hold you in her own. 
Tis with eafe we endure a conjugal Rival* 
Ihip, becaufe wc are pretty certain that 
thofe Endearments are more the Effed of 
Duty and Formality, than of Love : nor 
confecjucntly can Ismonda fuffer greater 
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difquict to behold you the Husband of 
Hyanthe, than it isto you to know her 
the Wife of Adrastus. dBy thcfe kind of 
Reafonings he at laft entirely overcame the 
ill humour of the Prince, and fully con- 
vinc'd him that it was both for the ad- 
vantage of his Love and Intercft to maidi 
himfelf in the manner (he had counfelled. 
Several days pafs'd over in this ipanner, 
without any thing happening, which either 
advanced or diminifli'd the hopes of this en- 
amoured Prince 5 for tho' he loft no Op- 
portunity of entertaining the" lovely Gbje^ 
of his AfFedions, and omitted nothing 
which .he thought might prevail on her 
to confent to what both of them fecm'd 
to wifh with equal ardtncy, yet was Ihe 
ftill refolutej and the more violently he 
enforced his prcflures, the more feverely 
did (he repulfe them : At length, the long- 
cxpeded Prppofition was mzdtc,^ the King 
oi Anatolia acquainted his. illuftrious Guc0, 
that he defired nothing fo much, as that 
he Ihouid become his Son 5 and that fin<;e 
he thought fit to^ ask his Advice in the 
Choice of a Wife, the Perfon. he fhould 
recommend to him fhould be no other than 
Hyanthe, w:Jip he knew was highly fatis- 
ified with his good Qualities,, and that he 
would give. in Dowry with her, a full dif- 
chatge for eyery of that Tribute :which hafd 
hitherto been paid by the Princes of Cara- 
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mania to the Crown of Anatolia. The 
fecret Reward whkh Ismonda was to give 
for the compliance of this Prince, made 
him anfwet in fuch a manner, as was very 
agreeable to the King s Dcfires : not the 
leaft Objcftion being made on cither fide, 
every thing was immediately concluded on, 
and a Day appointed for the Celebration 
cif the Marriage. Never was impatience c- 
qual to that of Theodore, to bear to Is^ 
MoKDA the News that her Commands were 
how f ulfiird, and to demand the glorious 
rfecompence of his obedient Love : and 
that Lady, who with the Princefs had been 
concealed in a little Drawing-room, join- 
ing to the King's Ciofet, on purpofe to hear 
in what manner he received the Offer, made 
an e!xcufe, as foon z^ fhc found xhx, Prince 
was about to take his leave, to retire to 
her own Apartments not doubting but the 
hafte he made, was wholly on her account, 
and there prepared hcrfelf to receive him 
with all the tendcrnefs flie had promised, 
or that he could expeft to find in hcf. 
Never had the God of tender Wiflies a 
Sacrifice more ardent, or attended with a 
greater Zeal, than that now offered him 
by this enamoured Pair: tach ttrove to 
outvie the other in the foft Devotion; both 
yielded, and both conquer'd in their tui-n. 

The Gratification .of his Paflion made 
die tranfportcd Theodorie in fo good a 

humour. 
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iiuqiour, that he found it no difficulty to 
4iircmblc as muchTcnderncfs for Hyanthe, 
as was ncccflary fpr the concealment of his 
Pafl)ori for Ismonda 5 and with fo much 
cpnduft did thefc happy Lovers behave 
thcmfelves to each other, both in their 
Converfations in publick, and in the ma- 
nagement i)f thofe fecrct meetings, which 
gave them the full Satisfadion of their 
mutual Defires^ that the Intrigue between 
them, was never fo nauch as fufpeded, e- 
ven by thofe who h^d moft reafon to 
carry ^n obfprvant Eye, JiyAN thib and 
Adrastus. 

The Day feeing arrived for the Solemniza- 
tion of the Weeding, it was pcrfprm'd 
with the utmo^ ipagnjficenpe : all the No- 
bility of both Sexe^ ^ndeayour'd to appear 
in the moft grand n)anner that their Abi* 
lities would permit 5 thg Ladieg efppcially, 
forgot no Ornaments whifh might add a 
Luftre to their natural Charms ; buf Ismokt- 
DA, like a Star of fupcrioifr Magnitude, 
eclips'dthc Shine of every other jSc^uty^ 
that fweet Contentment which nqw fat 
fmiling in her Eyes, improving all her iVir^ 
and heightning every Grace, rendered hpr 
not only more lovely than all the con? 
temporary Fair-ones , but alfo excelling 
what even herfelf had been ufed to appear : 
Enjoyment had been fo far from Icffening 
the Ardors of Theodore, that ncyer had 

he 
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he languiih*d with more ftrong or vchcmctif 
Dcfifes tfian at this moment, and (he who 
was pcrfeftly well vers'd in the Language 
of the Eyes, found enough in his to afliire 
her, that the yet untafted Pleafurc he was 
to reap that Night with Hyanthe, would 
but faintly compenfate for the want of 
thofe which were in her power to bcftow. 
And exulting in the Triumph that flie a- 
lone was miftrefs of his Soul^ eafily abfolv'd 
her Fate, for the neceffity there was, for 
their common Inteteft, that his Body muft, 
at Tonie times, be el fe where devoted* 

Poor Hyanthe, who had alfo the moft 
tender affeftion for the happy Theodore; 
contented herfclf with the Complaifancc 
he paid her, j^m<^ning the little warmth of 
his CarefTes were only owing to the fault 
of Nature, and that all he knew of Love, 
he felt for her. All Parties, therefore, 
had fbmething to delight themfelvcs with, 
and every one being fatisfied in their ie- 
veral Circumftances, made it not their bu- 
jtnefs to fearch into the private Behaviour 
of each other. 

The Time being at hand, in which it 
was thought proper the P^rince ftiould re- 
turn to Caramania, the pundual Ismonda, 
counterfeiting the extremeft Friendfhip to 
the Princefs, entreated flic would permit 
her to attend her to her new Sovereignty, 
and telling her, fhc (hould be the moA un- 
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h«ippy Woman on earth, to be left behind 
her 5 tliatln her Journey, anrfia a place to 
yhofe Cuftonis and Manners flic was wholJy 
a ftrangcr, Ihe might probably wifh for a 
Companion, to whom {he couid impart her 
Mind with that freedom which fhe had been 
accuftom'd to do to her 5 and conjured her to 
grant the Requeft ihe made, of being permit- 
ted to go with her : that the Princefs was 
both furpriz'd and pleas'd at fp uncommon a 
proof of Fidelity and Love, as this had the ap- 
pearance of And is it poflible, faidjbey that 
Friendlhip can carry one to greater lengths 
than Love ? - Can you fo eafily be pre- 
vailed on to quit the Arms of a Husband 
whom you love, and by whom you are fo 
well belov'd, only to follow a Princefs who 
has it not in her power to give you any Blcf- 
fings proportioned to thofe you leave bcr 
hind ? Your Service, replied Jbe, O mofl: 
Excellent and Royal Hyanthe, 1 alwayi 
look'd on as the fupremeft Bleffing of my 
Life 5 and while pofTefs'd of that, can know 
no want of any other Happinefs : As .for 
Adrastus, if his great Employments will 
not permit him wholly to take leave of 
Anatalia^ the diilance between the Lands 
is notfo great, but that he may fometimes 
pay us a Viflt at the Caramanian Court : or 
when you are fettled there, and the know- 
ledge of your Goodneis makes you as dear 
to your Subjeds there, as ^uftly here you 
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afc, IsMONDA may be the better fpared, and 
i may then return to. Adrastus a Wife who 
^prefers him to every thing but her Love and 
Duty to her Prrncefs, . 
' Thefe kind of Difcourfes were too obli- 
png to the "Princefs, for her to refufe the 
Tiirport of them' 5 and in fpite of all the 
oppofition which Adrastvs could make, it 
was refolved that Ismokda fhould attend 
her to Caramania. 

Thus did this Prince purchafe the Good-, 
will of his S.ubj efts, and the Admiration of 
the whole World, by the fame means which 
fecured to himfelf the 'Enjoyment of his 
Wifhes, and at his return received the 
Thanks of an adoring People for an ima- 
ginary Obligation 5 being look'd on as the 
Father of his Country, for an Aftion only 
influenced by Self-fatisfafltion, and in which 
he had no other View than fuch as were 
very diftant from dcferving the Trophies 
created to it. 

But having done fo much merely for the 
faike of IsMONDA, who would not believe 
his Soul fo wholly devoted to her, tHat it 
could have, left room for any other Idea 5* 
yet, dear as Ihe was to him, the Love of 
Variety intervened, and made him wilh to 
tafte new Joys in a young Beauty's Arms, 
whofe Name was Lutetia, the Daughter - 
of a Caramanian Lord, and brought by him 
tQ Court, to attend the Princefs on her firft 
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arrivaL His Sdllicitations had the cfFcd it 
was lifual foi' them to infpire, nor could 
thdfc Char his ftom which all the Tyes of 
Duty and premier Engagements to one of 
the bcft of Husbands, were too weak to de- 
fend the Heart of Ismonda, fail of gaining 
a Conqucft over one fo unexperienced, fo 
unprejudiced, as was that .of this young 
Maid. Soon did the eternally-fucccfsful 
Theodore triumph in her Virgin Favours, 
and as foon, alas ! did he forget the Blifs ; 
the Image of IsmoStda^ now returned with 
former force into his Soul, and reproach'd 
him in Idea, for having aim'd at Joys with 
any other Objeft : he regretted his Incon* 
ftancy, could not forgive himfelf for having 
once been falfc to her, who of all her Sex 
alone had the power of infpiring him with a 
ferious Paffion, and for whofc Love he 
thought himfelf fo much obliged, that the 
Service of his whole* Life was too little to 
requite the Bleffing $ and of that burning, 
that impatient Longing which lately fiird all 
his Faculties for the innocent Lutetia, no- 
thing was now remaining but a cool Pity for 
the Ruin he had involved her in. - 

The unhappy Vidimof Defire imrnediatc- 
ly perceiv'd to what a wretched ftate her eafy 
yielding^ and her fond belief had reduced 
her 5 yet ftill loving him with an unbared 
Paffion, (he forbore either to reproach or to 
complain of his Unkindnefs, nor but to 
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Heaven; and the unjpitying Stars rcvcal'd . her 
height of Anguilh ^ till finding in hcrfelf 
that common ConfeqaenCe" ^liich attends' 
Raptures fuch a& flic^ too lavfflily had- in- 
dulged, the terror of- apj>roaching Shame,^ 
and the juftragc of an offended and dilho- 
nourd Father, made her- rcfolVe to intreat 
the Prince to find fc^xie -Expedient' which 
raiglit. (helter her from the impending- 
Storm: buthefo carefully avoided alldif- 
courfc with her in private, that thp* fhc 
w^tch'd with all imaginable diligence, fhe 
could never find an c^poirtunity of (peak* 
ing to him. It would be but impertinent to 
trouble my Reader with any repetition of 
the Lamentations fhe made, or the fecret'' 
Mifcries of her tprnicnted Mind 5 it is very 
cafy to conceive what a young Creature, 
thus ruined, thus iabandotfdi yet ftilllbving' 
the dear Undoer, muft luftain : I.fliall only^ 
fay, fhe wanted nothing ■ but Cdurage, to 
fend berfcif at once from the Vale of Wrct-' 
chednefs into which ' her Inadvertency had* 
pJung'd her, and difappoint the Iiifamy' 
which the condition Ihe was in was Ihortly 
to bring upon her. But whether it were, 
that ih« could not r<ifolve to leave the 
World while Theodore was in it, or that 
Life ftilL ilatter*d her with fonle faint Hopes 
that he might again return to her Embraces, 
andblefs her with renewed Endearments, fhc* 
could not, oi: Ihe would not fly to that Re- ^ 
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mcAy. to ^hidji the Dc£|pcratc have ufoalljr' 
rpcourfc: ButiftUlirftvolving int. hcr ^Ivlind 
fpme me^ns p^ c^isimumcate her Condition 
to hx^y whp alpJijbhad the pbwer 06 rcn-^ 
dring:it fup]^Qi:i;^blje $: and .ftiil iihdiiig all 
the']pff$|t§ (he ffi^^^ fior that puipofo incf- 
f^uali ihe.2^ I^lb took .up a iJ^efolution to 
write,, and ; ia, thiefe rcrms related «hie Die*- 
tdtcs,<)f her I.0ye^.h££ Grief, and her Dc- 
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Tat be mofi CknrW»*^ <kf his Sexi the ac^ 
„ totnfHfi/d Tbboo(^b, Trince of Cara-^ 

. mania. [ \iil '.'• • :• . • '• ■• 
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* T,»S it . bei:a^fe;., jiou: arc • niy Sovcreign^^ 

* X '^^^'^ • yoft/jmag^ne Toudelf abroiv'd 

* for jg^y undoiilgfc— t^—Isitapart of your 
*. ]?r€$og^tive ,tq; roih'jadd betray ^ - i'^- i ■ - - 
^.Q^P.l^^^y^^y-^OttVttt thpfe)A£^ to Vir* 
^,%\ic^ w\\^\:i iai apotlicrrr Matt'-wou'd be 

* ji$y)^'d; pQi^ajj :^h?Ci cxtrcmeft irf 
^; yic^'^rrrrTT-rrrrtflDh-! • nb 5 Power is not a 
^ ^ 3ar^^onrfor Oppreffion- — i— ^.The Duty 
*^of;^; P?i(?>ce is to.rcdrcfs, not offer In- 

* juries.^ — ' '- jif Whcfe but to tjie Throne- 
^ fhould- WQ appefalfor jtifti(ie,;or forMfcr-' 
^rcyr? — rT-*^HQ)y ?BWQctchcd^ then is poot 
*^ LuiiETiiils ; Gtfc, wrong'd by the only 

* Ma^ who flKwldi .proteft hicr innocence, 
\ or revenge her. RmQ.t i^ - '■■, .• Qh Prince !- 
! Mve yon jootoa itthouiandi times Iwor^ 

n * you 
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' you lov'd ttie, that you would al\^ays do 

* fo, and that my Peace, my Intereft, my 

* Reputation, fliottld cvpr be valued by yoii 
^ as your own 5 yet have yoii not aban- 

* dotfd me to all the Miferies of Defpair 

* and Shame !^ To the juft Upbtaidings 

' of thp cenforious World, arid the more 

* terrible Remora's of a guilty Mind? — ^ 

* Wild with unfated Love, with Tender- 

* nefs abus'd, with the Horrors of Approach* 

* ing, fure, irremediable Woe> I fuffer mor^ 
^ than Words can fpeak, or Thought un^ 

* feeling it, conceive j yet arc you th^ 

* cruel, lovely Author df It unmoV'd, un- 

* touched, and pitylefs of all this mighty 

* Load of Apguifh :— ^But left ybu fhoul4 
^ plead Ignorance of the moft poignant part 

* of my Misfortune, know I am with child ^ 
^ and as If it were not a fufficierit Curf(? 
^ to wear yout faithlefs Image in my Mind, 

* Fate has clecreed me to bear another^ 

* which foon will become 'paft cdnceal-^ 

* ment> and" grow an undeniable WJtVxtfs 

* of its Mother's Shame.-— ^Wretch' that 
' I am, to what muft I have recoutfc, by 

* what Replies filence the juft Repifoaches' 

* of an enrag'd, difgrac'dj and troubled Fa- 

* ther !— How excufe my Crime to 

* Heaven, and HyanthS ! --How anfwet . 

' even the unhappy Produft of your diC- 

* femblcd Raptures, whofe guiltlels Cries 
*. will every moment upbraid me for giv- 
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ing it a Lifc^ whofc Portion muft be on- 
ly Infamy ! Oh ! I am loft for ever— 

undone in every Circumftancc 5 yet let 
thofe Powers who know my Soul bd 
judge, if all that can attend a Crime like 
mine, here, or hereafter, is half fo dread- 
ful as the fhock of being by you for- 

fakcn. Blcfs'd with your Love, J 

could have dcfy'd my Fate, and with a 

Smile met every other Woe. Charm 

me then, once more, with Love reftor'd : 
if ever I Wxis worthy thofe foft Endear- 
ments which made Guilt fo' pleafing, I 
I ftill am fo 5 i^or Age, nor Sicknefs has 
defornVd my Bloom 5 my Eyes, tho now 
o'crflow'd with Tears, would, at your 
prefence, regain their ufual Luftrc, and 
that Vivacity, you have fo often praifcd, 
again return, and quicken all my Air. — ' 
If I am changed in aught from what I 
was, 'tis you, O Prince ! have jnadc mc 
fo, and when you pleafc can reftorc m? 
to myfelf, and to thofe blifsful Moments^ 
which aflur * me nothing could give a 
greater Satisfaction to the royal Theo- 
dore, than to know I was his 

Faithful, and moft 

Paffionately Devoted 

LUTETIA. 
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5^* S. ^ If urg'd by Griefs too mighty to 
^ be long fuftain'd, I do a dcfpcrate Mur- 

* dcr on myfcif and the unhappy Unborn, 
^ let not my Rafhncfs, i)ut your own Cni- 

* city, bear the blame 5 fince it is much 
^ eafier to live by your relenting, than to 
^ feck a Shelter in the Grave from your 

f Inhumanity^" Once more i beg you 

^ to compaflionate my Miierics, and that 
^ you will no longer Aun a Wretch who, 
*" cannot be but yoiirs/ 

She had written this Epiftle fomc days,. 
and ke^t it in her Pocket, without being 
able to get an opportunity of delivering it 
to him, having no Perfon in the world to 
whofc Truft fhe dare commit a Paper of 
fo much confequcnce : At laft Fortune af- 
forded one as ample, as the miferable Cir-* 
cumftances fhe was in could hope. Hyan- 
THE being a little indifpos'd, kept her Cham- 
ber; and the Prince coming to vilit hex-, 
at a time when none but Lutetia hap- 
pened to be in the Room, that unfortunate 
Lady made a pretence of opening the Dopi- 
for him as he was going out, and flipped 
the Letter into his hands with thefc Words : 
I conjure you, my Lord ! /aid fhe^ to read 
that, and aflFord fome Anfwcr to her who 
is dying with your Unkindncfs, This not 
bciiig a place in which fhe could expeft 
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him to make h^t any reply, Ihe waited not 
for it i but, immediately reti^!d to her Scat 
at the foot of the Bed, where the Princefs- 
was feclin d, apd. by that means loft the- 
fight, of thdt Conlim with ,y^hich the- 
Princ;e was cqver'd at receiving ^^' Saluta^ 
tion,* 'which h? had Jong fearUto^^eet. 

''tis certaii;!, tii^t- ?i^^' h? ^had .bgt frpall 
remains of that P^ffion, xthich can prar. 
perly be call'd Love, he had Hoaour *nd 
Good-nature enough to maljchim* extreme- 
ly commiferate her Diftrefs, anfl fqlt^ Conr 
cern for her, which might very well beay 
the Name of th^ moft teijdw Fiiewdfliip : 
fain , he . would have talk'd tp l^^r, ,^r)A iet-. 
her IjAV.e.kjupwi^, by word of P?<^th, how. 
great," a Chare, h? bpre in h^f M|sfortui3:e.i^ 
fcjUt the i'ears'he w^s in, that a^p^r^yatc In-» 
tcrview might by- fome acpid?nt bp dif^ 
coyer'd,. 3n,d . ^bccafipn fomc ^Sufpi^ion of 
tRe Truth, eCp^S^i^Uy when,, tljic Qonditioa^ 
Ihe ^ w^s in fhould be made, known, pre* 
vented him./ He equally drcade^ the Jea- 
Ibiify o^ H^^ANTHE, or Ismonda^ the 
qiie,*Intereft oif. State, obliged him to di(^ 
female with 5 and the other, ; his ftiil fincerc 
Affediion.. made him fearful to offend. 
Thefe Apprehenfions, mix*d with his Re- 
gard for Lu.TETiA, and the Uncertainty in . 
what manner he Ihould behave toward her, 
kept his Thoughts in a perpetual rack, till 
after many Refolutions form'd an4 rejedT 
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di, htti atr length ^icchU» oil <Jne, trhieh 
prdmifc-dhim ifome ^fe i&>tb that i)ilehiitid 
Jic-feaAlbngrbieen iiivolT'di !»• - ' 
; MMMii^iric^' who- )d«[^^al^l occaiibnsy pa'r-' 
ticularly in thofe of !hi$rAhiotirs> wais alway^ 
hts Goifiiteitt and' Advifef,^ was f tte ■ Per- 
fon to .^hcMH he iappVy'd^hithfolf iti ttiil 
jimdhre rand having ttlfrd« hlttl atqfuaintcd 
with lihc .wbdlc Affair^ fffldr/ftibW'd him the 
LettCD "v^dk Ljj^ema^ 'Md Written, hci 
cider'd hinb/to vrlaii aon. tlisJt Lady, tij 'beair 
to hfitfais^iiiofttenidcr^ltidl^tl^ 
his not tcbniing to h^j? In PtsMV, 'MckuFcit 
n)igkrx>bcc^h fomc^JdatOU/y in I^AKiHE i 
wlk>> :iie 2nd hibj faji,^^had' allcady given 
ibme .hints !6f a prbp^infirf In 'her Nature 
to thatPaflion;' H<^ ^ dfefirid Kirii alfo to 
make aiieo^: his UfJi^oA Efforts to perfuaicUd 
her . to retire from' C»utk for ^^fome timei 
and thatnpthingfKould^tfe'wahtihg tb* mak'd 
whatfetet Solinade (he $h^Id chnib agree- 

; It. was? with thd '^ka?kfft region ' that 
the PrifBcc always ifiadti dhdice ' of this Fa- 
vouiitcrfdr the management of fuch Affairs^ 
bccaufe 4ie was 'not only* extremely faithful 
to the Traft repos'd ^in him; . but had alfb a 
ready Wit and Inventibri capable of car- 
rying on almoft any Ent^rprize he took de- 
light m^ and had a Genius naturally turn'd to 
Love^Intrigues. He affuf <1 the Prince, he 
would do in. every thing ai he had directed; 
% D 4 and 
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and that he did not. doubt:' bur to pkad.fo 
ruccclsfully,with^luUX£TiA» as to niake her 
accccd to every thing, they dcfircd of her 5 
and alfo more coiitented in her Mind, than 
(he had been of a long time. 

There is a gre<tt deal owing to the good 
Inclii^apon of the Pirfon cmploy'd. Mar- 
jMiLLio went about this* Affair • with fo 
much Refolutipn to accomplilh it, ..that h^ 
could not fail of doic^g ib^ afid by tender 
and obliging Words,, at firft. combating with 
the Tears and ImpatiejiCies of the ^unfortu- 
nate LuTETi-A, by degrees brought hex to 
liften to his Arguments with Moderation, 
^nd at lafl: to think .her Circumilances lels 
wretched than (he had beiievxl them. He 
9^i\i(d her that, (he was as. much as ever the 
Ob>cd of th? Prince's AfFcdion, that there 
was nothiqg he fp ardently loog'd for, as an 
opportunity to convince her of it, but that 
the prefcnt fituation of Affairs would not 
l^ermit it. Time, fai^i this fubtle Injinua^ 
tofy will convince the fWcet Lutetia, that 
nothing is fo dear to Prince Theodore as 
the poSeflion of her Beauties, and that he 
but denies himfelf the prefent Blils, till he 
can bring about fome Deitgns, which may 
fecure him hereafter the uninterrupted Feli- 
city—Had you feen, continued hty with 
how much Agony ot Soul he cxprcfs'd hinv 
(elf on this occaiion, you would not blame 
4>ut pity him. Tell her, /aid he to me^ 

Mar- 
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Marmillio, that all that her own Toft 
Thoughts can form of Love, I feel for her 5 
that in my unextinguifhable Paflion, therp 
is all the Tcndcrnefs of Wbman^ blended 
with the moft vigorous and burning Energy 
of eager Wilhing, that e'er enflam'd the 
Heart oiMan.-^ — But, furftid Marmillio, 
to tell you vrhat he faid, is but to make 
you half fenfiblc of what he would have 
you know — to do juftice to his Meaning, t 
muft be able to fpeak in the manner he 
did, muft alfiime a Softnefs which my^ 
Voice is incapable of wearing 5 muft teach 
my Eyes to languifti, arid every^Featurc to 
declare the God with Which he i^ fo pow- 
erfully infpir'd.— I am, alas ! an unfit 
Proxy to reveal what 'tis he fuffersi and how 
much be loves i arid if your own^ Imagina- 
tion makes not up for what I am deficient 
in, my Prince can never appear what iri re- 
ality he is. 

By thefe kind of Difcourfes> fhc was won 
to believe herfelf as happy, asflie, indeed, 
was miferable : and now employing het' 
whole time iri Artifices to conceal her 
growing Shame, and to cpntrive fomc 
plaufibie cxcufe for leaving the Court, fhc 
prepared herfelf to go to a private Lodging, 
which the Care of Marmillio provided 
for her, wholly fatisfy'd with the AlTu- 
ranees he every day continued to give her of 
the Prince's inviolable Affedion, and fend- 
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log by the mouth of th^it favpuritc, cvctjr 
thing ft\ewpqld have him. kiiQw. 

Thus was LuTETiA fttfefy'd, an4: the 
f tincc .reUcv;4 \frwn thpft AffP^ehcflfiona 
which ha<i biepn fo.unBafy to him, $h^t the 
Jondneft'pr^Dcfpair of that ftnhappy Crea- 
ture might drive b^t to fprne ^travaganced 
of Bcbu^iour, : which might betray tho 
whole Affair between theiUr .either to Hy-^ 
4.NTHE, 5>r t;ah(er whofe^^Difpleafure mofc 
he dreadedp IsmQNpa ; ^utditcle did Mar* 
iiii^Lio ;thinlF> , phat wliUe s te wW: fcrvjtog^ 
his Prince, he .was . itivplvipg: himfeif tin 
Pifficuities, .frc^m which not aU hi$ Witlandi 
Addrei^.CfpuId ^difeng^ge /him for a Km^ 

time.* ^. ' . ; « : ... : . ■ >..:j*; 

.. Being, a», l.liave .tjicfote- qbCerv'd, of art 
amorous: DUpol^tipn,: he ..Av^as^ fcarccrcrcc 
without aprlittriguei an4 fometimes' htds 
three or fpuf/^upon hi^ : hands at oner.; 
Among the nuniber of thofe for whoim faiei 
had entertained a DeAre, was lR,£NE,a young 
Lady, whoife, Brother ha4 been firft Minifter 
of State to the Father of Theoiwre, and^ 
tho' fomewhat, lefs in fevont thaii he. Jwct 
been, was yet a very qpf^defabie Manibotii 
in the Coijrtj, an4 inf tkA Arjmy. It i.wasf 
not without the utmoftl^ahonr, longAffi'^, 
duities, repeated Vows anckiProteftarioiaSy 
and a folenan Contrad- of 'Mflirriagc,^ that' 
MaKmii^lio had prevaird on her to allow, 
him the gratification of. his P^ffion j biit not" 

thing 
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Xhxtxg being farther from bis Intentions, than 
tQ make good his Promifes, he always found 
ibmc pretence for deferring the Celebration 
of their Nuptials whenever prcfe'd to it by 
J^en Finding ,herfelf> at length, in thd 
iapie conditioaiwith tbp unfortunate Lu^ 
TETiA, (he renewed her Defures of becoming 
Jli? Wife *ith greater force than ever 5 but 
k? had artifice, enough to ^turn thofe very 
J^eafons fine:. made ufe of, againft what (hef 
^^fircd : he tc^ hey, that fhouid the Mtay^ 
page now >e j iblemniz'd, it would b^ a- 
plain Pemonftration that there had been toef 
great an Intimacy betwden ^liem s and that^ 
it would be liafkiitely more ibir her Reputa* 
t^n to keep the whole Affair a Secret $ 4ilt 
continuing to aiiure her, that as Toon as flit 
wa$ delivered of her Burden^ be would pier- 
form what fhe required, and he had fwom. 
-rr-Hc cnforc'd rthefc Arguments with To 
much Wit andi Eloquence, and accompa^' 
oy'd them with fo great a fhow of Tender* 
iiefs, that had the Perfonito Whom they 
wcire apply'd, been infinitely more praftis-d' 
i{i Deceit than was Irtene, fbc might havc 
im^gin'd it finccre. The paini he took fd 
make hereafyi were not, however, fo 
much the £ffc£tof Love as Fear 5 he dreadifd ' 
the great Power of her Brother, and the In- 
fluence which the Connrplaint of a Womaa; 
of Irene's Quality and Charader wou'ld 
h%Y^ on 1J31C Senate^ in cate (be O^euld make' 



a publick claim of the Contraft he had 
made ; and being in his Nature a marriage* 
hater, and theDeiires he had for Irene fully 
fatiated by repeated and uhreftrain'd Enjoy- 
ments, nothing could appear to him a 
greater misfortune than to be compell'd to 
become her Husband. 

To add to the Indifference he already had 
for this Lady, there was lately arriv'd at 
the Court of Caramania a young Beauty, 
with whom he fell paffionately in love, 
as much as that Faflion can be 'call-d fo, 
which tends to the Ruin of the Objcft ad- 
mired. AriLtLA, for that is her Name, 
has Chatms which might almolt juftify In- 
conftancy, and render the Complaints of 
thcForfaken of no efFed, where Youth and 
Nature are to decide die Contcft. Often 
hadMARMiLX^loloY'd, but ne'er, till now, 
experienc'd with how much force the God 
canaduatej and finding. from the exccffivc 
Modefty of this new Charmer, not the leaft 
Shadow of a Hope to countenance his Dc- 
%ns, he grew almoft mad; Sleep was a 
ft ranger to his Nights, and Peace forfook 
lusDays: Yet not being, of a humour on 
which Defpair could ealily feize, he refolv'd 
not to deftft till he had try'd every way 
which Love and Wit had the power of in- 
fpiring in the moft determined Heart, He 
had,, indeed, this to encourage his Attempts, 
that he perceived he was not difagreeable to 
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her ; that he had only Virtue to oppofc^ 
and no premier Inclination to another, or 
Averfion to hiip, made war againft his 
Hopes : he' imagined therefore, that what 
Modefty and Virgin Bafhfulnefs rcfus'd to 
grant, if feiz'd by amoroua Violence would 
not appear a Crime too great to be forgiveit ; 
having often m mind that faying of a fa- 
mous Englifh Poet, whicli Language he un- 
dcrftood perfectly well : 

Force is the lajh Relief which Lovers find ^ 
And is the bejt Excufefor Womankind. 

His Experience in the humour of that Sex 
informed him, that many of them are too 
prudent to refent what is paft< retrieve, and 
that mod: are more willing to pardon a 
Prefumption of that kind when done, th^Q 
to give their Confcnt to the committing it. 
The gcntlenefs of Arilla's Behaviour made 
him half afiur'd flie was of this Temper, 
and that he had nothing worfe to fear from 
her after the perpetration of his Defircs, 
than he now fuftain'd in the vain Prof^^cut 
tion of them. 

Having fix'd himfelf in this Refolution, 
all he wanted was an opportunity to put it 
in practice $ but tho' he fcarCe lof^ fight of 
her one moment, and dill obferv'd her 
Motions whether at Court or at her own 
Apartment, he could not for fomc days fee 
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hcf alon«, fomc impertinent Intcmiptioil 
ftill broke off the preparatory Difcourfes he 
was entertaining her with, to bring about 
his Purpofe J but at length his zealous At- 
tendance met the Reward for which 'twa^' 
jpaid* The Ptincc and Prittccfs being gone 
to take the Ait togethel?, attended by a great 
Retinue, none of the Maids of the Bcd- 
Chanaber, who were in waitingj, happerfd' to 
be left at honie, but Arilla $ who, defirotis 
of indulging her own Meditations, had pre- 
tended ah Indifpofition, and defired to be 
excused from her Attendande*- She had 
fhut hcirfclf into the Princefs's Clofet, de- 
figning to pafs fome hours in private j when 
Marmillio, whofc Eyei t/ete never orf 
her, having obfef v'd what had paft*d, tdoK 
the boldnefs to knock at the door : Lfttle 
imagining who it ^as, and unfufpeding the 
inftant Danget with which (he was thteathed^ 
fhd readily open'd k, ' and gaVe entrance t6 
the Man w1k> came prepared ta ruin hcri 
The Refolution with which he had armM 
himfclf for this Encounter';: gave a greatei? 
ikrcenefs to his Air, than, till this moment^ 
he had ever prefum'd to approach her with i 
which, together with his making faft th,e 
Door, as fooh as he was adniitted, gave the 
tiftiorous' Maid fome ' apprehenfions of hi^ 
Defigns : What is it you meari^ MARMiLLib) 
faidjhe-y in a trembUHg^ and fear ce intelligp' 
hie accent. To do Juftice, replfd he^ x<s 
the burning Paffion of my Soul, which I 

too 
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too much Have trifled with, and which wili 
now no lonecr be deny'd.— --Iflcld then, 
purfu'd he,, looking on her with l&yes that 
J^em'dto flame with raging arid impatient 
Lovey not rob the Joys I cohic dctcr-^ 
min'd to peflfefs of half their Sweetnefs, 
by a vain RcMahce, and unavailing Coy-' 

rtefs. ^You will not furci cry'd pje^ mare 

fright edy have rctourfe to brutal Force ?— — 
€orifider \^here we are, and who I am, a 
Maid of Qjiiality, and under the immediate 
Care of Royal Power J'—^^Not all the 
Powers, interrupted hey catching her in his 
ArmSy of Hfeavcn and Earth (hall now deter 
Ma«millio from his putppfe--*-! love, and 
cafii*6t liyfe 'Without you— *give then to the 
Winds thy- Ffearsf,- thy Scruple*, and all the 
Foes • df * Pieafiir e --^—indulge the ravifhing 
Delights which *foft Defire affords— let LoVcr 
and Nature loofe, and take thy (hare of Joy, 

rior filfFer me to be blefs*d alone. He 

aiccompanyy thefe Words' With Adions, 
fuch as left* her' ho room to doubt if her 
continuing to refufe wou'd'Be of much 
confequence to her Preferyation $ and thd*' 
(he was for fjfom yielding, flle wanted, in 
this futpirizlrig exigence, Spirit and Refo- 
lUtion fufficierit to oppofe in\ any manner 
which could oblige' him :w give over his. 
Attempt,— In thi^ midft of Tears, Trem- 
blings, faint Entreaties, and Reproaches,, 
% accpmplifli'd his Dcfign, and not, till he 

had 
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had fnatch'd the guilty Bli{s> gave hixnfeif 
leifure to reply to whjit (he faid. 

But when fccurc of his Defires, and pof- 
fefs'd of all hi$ wild Paflion alm'd at, he then 
exerted all thofe Arts which had entitled him 
to fo many Succefles with the Fair, to de- 
fend the Violence he had been guilty of.-* — 
He employed that Wit and Eloquence which 
Men generally make ufe of, to melt th^ 
unwary Maid to grant what they wi(h ; to 
argue her into a Belief, that fhe not only 
ought to pardon, but alfo to approve of 
what he had done, as the extremeft Teftimo- 
ny of his unbounded Paflion, which would 
not fufFer any Gonfiderations, not even 
thofe of offending her^ than which^ he 
faidy nothing could be more formidable, to 
be an obfirudion to the attainment of his 
Hopes, The hurry and confufion of her 
Thoughts, left her as little the power of 
making any Anfwer to him, as his Impa* 
tiencies had permitted him before; and he 
went on uninterrupted, with his Perfuafions, 
vowing not to leave her till fhe had affur'd 
him of his Pardon 5 which, at laft, refled- 
ipg that what had happened was now irreme- 
diable, fhe granted, and without a fecond 
R^vifhment, fuffer'd him to take a full En- 
joyment of thofe Charins which before had 
blefs'd him but by halves. 

The Cravings of tumultuous Paflion be-* 
ing thus appeas'd, and Tranquillity now 
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fett}cd in that Breaft, which lately fwell'd 
>Vith the moft difturb'd Emotions, cool Rc-^ 
coUe^kiOn Had liberty to refume its places 
aiid bethinking hipifelf, that if the Princefs 
(hould retain jand furprize him in this pri- 
Sf^acy with her Woman, it would give occa- 
fion for Difc^urfcs, ,fuuh ^as were no way 
dgreeable to his prefent C^i;ccimfiances, and 
the appearance of that Fidelity it ^)€hov'd 
him to behave with to Irene, who was 
dot yet retir'd from Courts, and he very 
vrell knew kept a jealous. Eye on all his 
Actions : he therefore took his leaye of the. 
Undone Arilla, giving her the liberty of 
indulging Meditation on^ what had paft, 
lithile he, gay and triumphant on the eafy 
Cori(jucfit> retired to tafte the Joys of Bac- 
chus, who, with the God of Lovc> are the 
only Deities he acknowledgcsi 

It was in the time that he was carrying on 
this double Intrigue with Irene aijid . Arii.- 
LA, that he was employed by the Prince to 
negotiate his Affair with Lutetti a 5 and b?- 
ihg known to be very often ^ith.that Lady 
both in publiclc and private, his Innoccncer 
^n that matter rcndrihg hiiri lefs cautious in. 
being feen with Her, than with thofe whom 
he viiitecji on his own account, the whole 
tourt gave her to him for a Miftrcfs; 
Some imagin'4 he foUicited her on honour- 
able Terms, but others who were better. 
Acquainted with his DKjpontiofi, and ha^ 

£ £60 
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alfo fome fufpicibn of her 'Condition, 
made no doubt; but that fhe'liad yielded 
to his Suit, on Tertes lefs 'advar^tag.eous to 
herfclf than Marriage. Amoh^ * the num- 
ber of tliofe yhom'thfercDiTcburfeSjrcach'd, 
' were Irene and Arilla : feV W9men are; 
poflefs'd of greater fhare of .?riclc,. Spirit, 
and Paifion, than the former ' oif thefe La- 
dies, which, join'd to the Powci; which the 
Contrad bet wceil them gave, her over him, 
and the Circumtfances to which her yielding 
to his Preflures had reduc'd her, made her 
look upon this imaginary Wrong as the 
mbft infupportable Indignity, ' the commptt 
Chat being tponfirm'd to ber by fome bufy 
People, ^ who pretended to be in the Secretji 
cither to make themfelves pafs for Perfons 
Of an extraordinary Intelligence, Or guef- 
fing how the Affair flood between her and 
M Armillio, talkM in this mannet on pur- 
pofe to fee how fhc Would rcfenf it. She 
grew perfedly outrageous, fworc flie wou'd 
have Juftice or Revenge i anc| he' hapning to 
tome in to :vifit her jiift in the moment 
When her ti^mpcftuous Paflion was worked 
Up to the greateft height that mortal Fury 
can arrive at,- flie fell on him with Impre- 
cations and Revilings, fuch as both terrify'd 
and aftonifti'd hini 5 but the extremity of her 
Rage, rendering what flie faid fcarce intel- 
ligible, and mentioning only th^t (he was 
ill treated and negleiled for a Rival's fake, 

with- 



Guilt ^^afe" Kim ,ti(k 'imagihe ' it 'was' any 
otfa^f^tHkii''ARrLU''aiat%t tti^i^t; -aha 
■entj^catihi Her tblieii'riirii,' Vas begjhHing to 
iVear Vtt'eVM h'ad 'a.TKou^ht' of'Tendei:- 
iieTIfor%at!^odng'tiid]5^^ that 'thfe*<J^- 
V6its'He'pai<l'iier, >vet;^ only on the'acfccdnt 
lot i;ac|af feend, \«|^o' Wis^^^^^^ iii 

Love Sx/ith' her, and ' had cmjJloy'a hlpi td 
folli^ilt^s Ca:ufe.-Ui;Can tfi< divine'lREi^t, 
faidW.u' het, with.ihi hdfi ItehdtrAiK 
be fo k'(en'fible of ;hef toWer of CharAiiiig, 
as to ' miagin'c the M'aiij 'wh'oWi ' ftife ;^c(ucH- 
fafts ■ jo'^ Weig, can tiirovs' ' iWay a Wifti^ oh 
tW ineaiji' B,eautics, \^hlch 'ARjiiLA 'boafts ? 
AiaLi,A^ Bfdjbey interrupting ;&/»^, Whit 
m'e'^^'oti S^ ARtLtA'l DO' you hope by '^ 
pooi-'^^uivoicatiort to'eviide my jnft iCefent- 
menif? ' d^cf bypjroteftin'g your Iriribcericc of 
ai Cr'{tti«5'[o£;',y?hich you ;are nbt iiifpe^ed, 
Jikrfce;tiic"*AC(;ufaiioi)s oif that wherein yOu 
arie 'g&'itl^ri'-^— i-Incottftant, ingrateful,; and 
^effidibQ$,"Main ! too'v^eil you khovi/ 'tis 
not ARlfLii:, but iLurETiA, is thf:*Di>jc& 
' of m'i^ J^4bufy- l^ow'was MARMi;)L,Lfb, 
iridefe^;'.tp'nfoUttded} tho' MC^holly 'free from 
the trviAe'^ftlt whiefthe was chatg'd On H^r 
. account/ Ke was nbw fenfible;, on Rtfledlion, 
that .'tie ^hid behaVtd in a mannier TuCli as 
might* very, well make him appear other- 
wife,' and* haying thrown away on Arill a's 
fcoire the' only' Excufe his Invention could 

E a fup- 



fupply him wtth^ had nothing now td 
allcdge in vindication of his frequent Yiitts 
(o LutETiA h unleis he had acquainted her 
with the Secret of his Prince j and that^ not 
all the Fears he was in froni the Rage of 

Irene, could make him venture to do. 

She was not only a very great Favourite with 
thePrincefs; buthad alfo a more than or- 
dinary tntimacy with Isaionda^ and how 
fat Jealoufy or Curioiity might tranfport her 
to mention the Affair, he knew not : He 
therefore thought it better to run the rifque 
of whatever her Indignation might attempt 
againft him, than dare the Difpleafure of 
Theodore in a Buiinefs of fo much con- 
fequence* The confuflon which appcar'd 
in all his Air, and incapacity of anfwering 
to her Reproaches on this fcore, confirmed 
her that they were but too jufti and giving 
a loofe to her impatient Rage, (he faid all 
that a jealous and diftra^ed Woman could 
invent : mingling with her Reproaches, the 
moil bitter Menaces, and vowing by eve- 
ry thing that was fagred, that (he would 
reveal the whole Story to her Brother, who 
would not fail to call him to a fevere ac* 
count for the Diflionour he had brought 
upon his Family. Marmillio told her, 
with his accuftom'd foftnefs, that he had 
nothing to fear but her Difquiet ; and began 
to perfuade her to more Moderation, en- 
treating her to truft to time for an explana* 

tion 
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tion of his Innocence $ and endeavouring 
by a thoafand new-invented Oatlis to bring 
her to the belief^ that, flie alone was the 
Miftrcfs of his AfFcftions. But all his Ar- 
tifices were vain ; it was now too late to 
diflipate an Opinion which his Diforders 
had at firft cftablifii'd in her, and ihe rather 
feem'd more incenfed that he pretended to 
deny the Faft for which be wa^ accus'd, 
yet gave no reaibns for his having afted 
in a manner which* had made him be 
thought guilty $ and looking on the prefeni 
Tendernefs of his Behaviour only as an 2m- 
pofition, would not fuffer him to proceed^ 
but flew out of the Room from him^ and 
fliut hcrfelf into her Clofcti whence, tho* 
he fent fcveral Meffages to her by her Ser- 
vant, fhe would not be prcvaird on to 
come but till he had left her Apartment. 

To heighten the Chagrin he conceiv'^ 
at this Adventure, when he came home he 
found a Letter, which his Servant informed 
him had been left for him in the Morn- 
ing. He prcfently knew the Charader tp 
be that of Arilla, and was not a little 
furprizd at her writing to him, being that 
Night to meet her by appointment, At a 
Houfe he had contriv'd on purpofe for their 
fecret Rendc2v«ns, and where, in the full 
Enjoyment of his yet unfated Wi(he$, he 
had hoped to make himfelf fome amepdis 
for iphjp Vcxatfops of the pay: opening it^ 



tl^fftfitWf, with a mixtmc .q^ipeUg^« aad, 
ieai;,ilWf fpttn4 it contam<i thefcLinfs. 
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; Tfl; <;^^ Tsrjured and Ijapfn^^ 

♦ * • • 1- «j ' ' « • / ' • • ' : - . ' ■ 

?, 'TT'.HE. H^^i;tithat; tw?s plor^lity : of Eni 
*, , ) Jt . • .g<'g^'W"tS:i , cfinnot be fwd ^to be 
Stj:uly,.a^oaei;ljW,itl^;any ^ne of them, pew 
I <59^f«^.Atlyi,fe4,^il,y great. Cor^cctn.a? 

','Lpp^Ti^,,Ymm\\ i<;#y /%s;«t the in^ 

^^fr^,jpne^Atei'^:i?'»»«^':ers..pti; yet it 
S is^^^^^a^,;!at ,^¥3^^tp me, , t,o ej^ped a 

* .i;etu};t>, cflHai< ifi.y^^tfe-Jtpi vl^a^.I give, that 
■tJ,cafij^f be.foifon^ly cpmpl^fent^ as to 
*.. ma^ei a >Prefet>^, qf my.. AfFo3:i9ns, ; wherq 

* all,i;h^B,ew^?dI,<;anhope to receive, isHy- 
' po^ify ^ndDcc^t;: neither am. j enough 
f ; ^petienc'd inthe'^uftqm qf a^Court, to 
.^lappjcpve, or^indiefd.tQ know, how to carry 
f on. the GaUiantries I fee lb - much in .fa> 
*, fhipn.* , .,» r' Jf Llove at all, .it imuft be 

* ,w.ith fincerity f l have not j?^, leaned to 
.*-jji^rcel.out,my H^rt, .and;4^vicfe n>y,Xcn. 

* .^jcr^efs; as.,j(>/;9ui^:.dp m-yj TirR^, pnc 
/ ^jtoiy with„this,; tftip 4e;jt vfith a, different 
"S .^mirer,, atl)ii;4, Yfifh. JW5>?%» 3^<i ft? 

:* . ^^n\ P^ff cnH^.cqually r^Uke^ t^ .4I : :* 

■: : i^P^f ' b«? ;-tq?l. ha?:/"?, muit haye.my , whole 
^.-S^JvO, -and .eyerjif; Faculty f^ fe^-.tlw <iear 
« I %psff>^'^' \''jr :■;: ;This ^ . if^d?ed- to ;loy e 5 

^j ' ' I "■ * all 
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^ all oti^cr Pafjicxns which bear that N;^mc, 
^ arc no, mor-c than fa many Prophanations 
of the Deity s and fince no other can be 
hdpc4 for in a Correi|)ondence with the 
falfe l^^RMiLLio, I abjure it forever.— 
Lofe not therefore any of thofc Momei\tSj 
whichj^ doubtlefs, you may employ with 
more pleafure, in vainly waiting for me 
at that Houfe which was intended for 
pur raecfing. — ' It is not fit that Truth 
and Tendernefs, like mine, fliould be the 
Rccompence of Perjthry and Ingratitude, 
fucj^ as yours 5 i^nd tho by . Violence you 
hay? already triumph'4^: over ray defence- 
lefs Body, my Mind. ypu never (hail fub- 
4ue, — j^Ruin d as I am by. your brutal 
Paffiop, • my nobler Part is. uncoKupted 
yetj; nor will I ever, byaCh^mefui y wip- 
ing, become Partner in youf Q\iilt,. and 
the Aflift^nt in my pwa Deftru£tiQn,-T-^ 
If L complain not of th^ Injury ypu h*vc 
f^one nae,. to aught but Heayeii., ijnputc 
.it npi t<) any Tenderneis for ^ you, ^ but 

to my swn Mod^V ^-"-^^^^ ^^^ know- 
ledge that there: is no- Revenge I, cpuld 
take, which rwpttld Ige eftftal to .your Crime : 
from y<w?.<2fwa changing T^ni^er, I doubt 
not fciit,,tp fee worfeiEffipiSts f;»lio«vypu, 
thaUfanylfiould wiffi, i«uich morpinflv^:? 
• — TT-in .the.perfeft Affufaace, , thtrrfore, 
I ^at myj^fqn^^ wiU^tiot ;gpwm»evfdg'd 
il.by.'^:Hati4flaoiic capabie:p( puniflaiiig, i 
,.r ' '. . E 4 * take 
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iattcmptcd . it by aU^ the artifices Invention 
could fupply him with. That Brother with 
whom Ihc threatened him, having been fomc 
time on a foreign EmbafFy, was now -on 
his return, and was expeded iq. Caratnf(m4 
in a few days : what Shame , had prevented 
herfelf from revealing to the Pfincefs, he 
doubted whether Ihe would fcruple (o.^iriake 
known to him^ who, in.the.yipdi<;aj:ipn, of 
the Honour of his. Houfe,. woi^id certainlj[ 
make his appe^ . tp . the Prince, for obljgipg 
Jhim to thp performance of his C<fntrs^Qt* 
He was very fen Able, that. THEpi^pREt co3il4 
not well iiicurthe difpkafur:c. of a Man fo 
dear to the Car amanians, ^d whohadbeeQ 
fo great a Favourite with hist Father i a^id 
the thoughts of being, compeW tp niArry;,^ 
Woman {px whom he. no, longer had }th§ 
leaft Remains either of IppUp^ion or Xeof 
dernefs, were infupportable, Reflefting 
therefore, that He was brought^ under the nc; 
ceflity of thefe apprehenfions ,.pnly by hi^ 
fidelity to his Prince, and taijitfg upon^ him 
the reputation of being cnaraotjr'd of %{{jr 
TETiA, he took the liberty jo^\copiplaini^ 
to him of it,, dilcioliag., the whple^ Story 
both of Irenb ,4nd Arili^a,. ; A yifiblc 
Trouble fptead , itfelf all ,qyjqff,thf J^a(fc,of 
Theodore, whiie^h^ ;W5.f,ij5)e*J?in^,, ^n4 
whehhefoundh^jhRdconcj^i^j^ Yqu were 
to blame,' mjwered h£\fo^''^pat ^ngr^jf^ 
IQ engage jpurSlfJjfp f?j;. vfjttvja Wpraaxi !of 
■ "^'- ' Irene's 
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f;j,l;Fricnds to \>^k fhe Interfefliqns fhe iray 
ipal^c againft you,- — I kno\jr^ not bow ypu 
\i'ill be able to avoid makipg gi>od toJi^i 

Vha^you have yow'd but as for ARjLf 

JLA, I look pn that Affair of, liftje cpnfc* 
q[ucnce: you ^ave cnjoy'd? and i^aft forget 
her, Cl^rms. lius Reply ftung MARMli-r 
i^o to the quick y he cxpcftcd a differcpi: 
Treatment from a Prince,^ wljof? Ssrvlop 
alone had involv'd him in the(e Diifici^ltie$ $ 
and for a momeat loling 4II regard to the 
Character of the Perfpn. who had fpok^ 
Were itfo^afy ip throw, off tjho.Impreflioft 
>vhich Beauty /nakes, Jaid Jbe^ your Highr 
nels would have been in l^fs i5)grebenfion$ 
from ISMONPAi nor jbad ,1 been over^ 
whelm'd in the Dilquiets I am at prefent 
under, by becoming your Proxy to 5;ute- 
TiA. Thcfe words being utter'd with;^ao 
unufual warmth, made the Prinze look oft 
them as an upbraiding j and conceiving the 
utmoft difdain at fo infolept a prcfuming it| 
^ iPerfpn vjhomjhc conlidef'd as/his Creft? 
tgre, lan^jforry, Marmilljo, refumedhf^ 
that I employed you in a buflnefs . whi<j[) you 
iniagine difadyan;:agcipu^ — \ — there are many 
pf my. Court .wljyowpuld hfive thpughtthem^ 
§dyts highly faypur'd, had.l'giycn theni th« 
Igmgfliark pf |i?y fi^nfidepoe, and perh^p* 
tpp-wpul4;l?ay<5 be^en as capi^ble of ftrving 
n^.v in ;any;thingi h»d aupifted. to* theii 

Care: 
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Care : at leaft, when next I fiand in need of 
a Friend^ I (hall make trial of fome other. 
In the mean time^ purjued he, in a Tone 
which exprefs^d the utmoft diffatisfaBion, 
I would have you remember, that whatever 
parity there is between our Amours, there 
is none between a Sovereign and \xi% Subi- 
\<Jdi \ and learn from thence, tha( I alone, 
of all the CaramanianSy am born to ad 
without controuL Marmillio, who from 
the moment he had fjpoke thefe rafli words 
was fenfible of his ]^oldne(s, and the effeft 
it would have on the haughty and refentfi^l 
Humour of this Prince, was about to fay 
fomething which might compenfate for 
his former Behaviour i when Theodore, 
too much incens'd for further Converfa- 
tion with him at this time, flew out of 
the Room,, bidding him be dumb, for he 
had already faid enough to let him into the 
Difpoiition of the Pcrfon he had trufted. 

Marmillio now found on how un- 
ftable a Foundation the Favourites of Princes 
build their Hopes, and that he had little 
to cxped from the Fricndfhip of The o- 
DORJE, in cafe Irene (hould ofBer her 
Complaint, as he made not the Icaft quef- 
tio)» but fhe would, at the ajRrival of her 
Brother. Amidft all thefe tumultuous Agi- 
tations, the Mi^mory of Arilla, and the 
Impofllbility thet^ fecm'd df ever obtain- 
ing a Reconciliation there, rack'd him with 
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Alt the Torments whidi attend DeQ)air : 
in whidi Condition let us leave him, till 
frefli Intelligenee fhall arrive t which I ex- 
pc& in a feW day&j to gratify the Impa- 
tience of both my Reader and myfelfi 



The End «/* the Firfi ^art. 
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O R fome Days^vncycr mortal Maa 
labour a under greater Perplexities 
than did Marmillio, burning 
with vain and unextinguifhable 
Defires for the re-enjoyment of Arilla j 
trembling with Apprehenfions of what might 
cnfue from the Jealoufy of the haughty 
Irene, and fwil of thjS.iypioft Difcontent 
for the p44|fleafure of k ^tipccf .whom he 
had ferv^4 f^ faithfiilly, aad Witi fo much 
hazard to hitiifelf ; the j^^oflflJ>« the 

Fears o£ the futurey and Aofc Racks of 
Thought which are infeparable from a State 
of uncertainty, made his Mind a perfeft 
Chaos of confused Idea% incapable of In- 
vention, Eafe, or Refolution- He attend- 
ed the Levee of Theodore every day, 
as ufual, however 5 but found that what had 
pafs'd between them, had made a ftrangc 
Alteration in the Behaviour of that Prince 
towards him : He found himfelf no longer 
hbnourVl iwith his Confidence, he fpokc 

not 



ii&t to .him,^^^;m general (ibnvcrfation; 
aad in thepfefchce of Perfons, >vho would 
not fall to luye. endeavour d to find out 
the qaufe (if'Tp fiiddcn an Efttangement of 
diat'tntima'cV'whic^ had formerly been ob- 
irVd Detweeh them : And what confirmed 
him more than all, that there was little 
hope of a Reconciliation, was, that thofc 
very People who had mpft appeared his E- 
nemies, were mbft now incoiiraged by the 
changed E^ifpofition of lys offended Sove- 
reign : rtij^' toifcernment and piercing Pene- 
trat ion were liipw of no other fervice to 

him, than 'to' tbfmerit him mores he could 
hot ipr bear accufing Theodore of Ingrati^ 
tticfe and Mutabilitj^, but was obliged to 
^eep'hJs Difcohtents conccaFdj and tho' 
he ^ jprivately murmur'd, durft not complain, 
nor openly^ wear the leaft appearance o£ 
t)ifkuft. • " 

But thb tor i time hc'had Ipft the Fan 
vour'of his Prince, F(7r/^^»^, who had not 
yet' deferred hini, fcnt him, when he leaft 
cxpefted it, an opportunity of relieving 
himfelf from the worft and moft dangerous 
part of his InquictuHes. He was but juft rifen 
one Morning; when a Page of Ismonda's 
came to' acq^uaint him, that his Lady dc- 
fip^d he would come immediately to her 
Apartment, without letting any Perfon in- 
A the Secret of her fending for him. The 
privacy; of this MciTage gave hini no fmall 

Sur- 



Surprize, yet not enough to hinder hiiii 
from returning an Anfwer fiiU of Com* 
plaifahce ihd Obedience. But tho he made 
all imaginable hafte in dreffing and prV 
paring himfeif to wait on her, the famd 
Page came from her a fecond time, and 
deliver d him a Billeti in whi«h he ftmni 
tbefe Lines. 

Td AiikMILLid 

i ry-iHE Secrecy which I ddign'd td 
' 'j^ entertain you with this Morning, is 
^ prevented, by the unexpedl^d coming in ot 
^ a Lady i 1 woiiid have yoii, thef$fOre^ 
' Wait an Hour or two in your own Lpag*j 

* ingsfor the reium of my Page, who I 

* will fiind to condud you when it is a 
' proper time^* I have Bufihefs of the ut- 
^ moft confe^uence to impid to you, and 

* flatter myfelf that you. Will not think i£ 
■* too great a tfotible to be ihade the Con- 
^ fidant 6f her, who, on all occafldns, 
^ will be ready to retaliate the OBliga* 
^ tion/ 

IsaIonda/ 

Irdere Was ibmething iii this Impatiency, 
^hich not all the Cunning of MarmIL- 
Lio could enable him to fathom % i^t 
paus'd a while upon it, but was oblig'dt^ 
attend the Gratification of his high-rais'ci 
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Curiofity, till he Ihould receive it from her 
Mouth : but bethinking himfelf thatflie had 
giveji herfelf the pains of putting Pen to 
Paper, it might be expeded he Ihould re- 
ply in the fame manner 5 he fat down to 
his Efcritore, and writ her the following 
Anfwct 

To the mofi Excellent Ismonda. 

Madam, 
^ TT^ H E Honour of your Commands is 
^ 1^ of fo high a nature, that 'tis im- 
' pouible for the Perfon who receives it to 
^ tcftify his juft Senfibility any otherwife, 

* than by an humble Obedience, and moft 
' ftrift Integrity. If there are Qualifica- 

* tictis which may render me in any de- 

* gree worthy of your Confidence, depend 

* on finding both in 

Your Devoted Servant, 

Marmillio.^ 

Having difpatch'd the Page with this, he 
waited not long before that EmijOfary came 
back, to let him know the Coaft was 
clear, and that his Lady expeded him. It 
was with a Pleafure infinitely more than 
the Vexation of his prefent Circumftances 
feem'd to allow of, that he obcy'd this Sum- 

E monsj 
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inons5 and indeed one would think he 
had that moment been infpired with the 
Spirit of Prophecy, and had foreknown 
the Good which this Adventure brought 
him, he engaged in it with fo much Rea- 
dinefs and Alacrity. 

As foon as he came into the prefcnce of 
IsMONDA, You wonder, M armillio, yi/^/ 
fhe, with the mofi obliging Smile ^ at the 
Speed and Privacy with which I entreated 
this Vifit might be accompany'd 5 but the 
Bufinefs I have to communicate, will im- 
mediately cafe you of it : it being of 

too much confequence to my Glory, my 
Inrereft, and my Peace of Mind, either to 
be delayed, or expos'd to the Knowledge 
of any one but him, whofe Advice I de- 
pend on for Relief. 

Bleflings, Madam, fuch as you vouchfafc 
to fhower upon me, anfwer'dhe^ cannot be 
received without a mixture of Surprize and 
Joy ; The one muft naturally flow from 
the Difcovery that a Being fo fuperlatively 
exalted in all that's excellent, as is Ismon- 
DA, above what is ordinarily to be found 
in Humanity, ftiould ftand in need of any 
Afliftance, but what (he might find in her 
own Genius ; and the other , from the Glo- 
ry of being chofe out from the lefs happy y 
tho perhaps more deferving millions of 
Mankind, for lo great a Truft. Tis true, 
indeed, continued he^ that when the Mind 

is 
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is ovcr-burthcned with any fccrct Difcon- 
tent, a faithful Confidant affords fome cafe : 
if therefore it be poilible you Ihould be 
thus opprefs'd, behold the Man who would 
chufe Death rather than Infidelity, Ingrati- 
tude, or Difobcdience. 

The good Opinion I have of you, r^- 
funtd fh^y interrupting himy renders thefc 
Profeffions needlefs 5 I already believe you 
poffcfs'd of every thing I would wifti to find 
in the Man of whom I would make a 

Friend : nor will I lift en to any further 

Affeverations the time is too precious 

to be thrown away in idld Talk, and may 
much better be employed in that Advice 
and Confolation I exped from you.— — 
Oh ! Marmillio, {purfu^d fhej with a 
Sigh as if her Heart were burftingy and 
which y in fpite of her Efforts to rejlrain 
them, fared fome Tears from her Eyes\ I 

fear I am undone. -The Heart which to 

preferve I have forfeited my Honour, and 
that Duty which by the Laws of Heaven 
and Earth I owe Adrastus, forfopk my 
native Country, forgot my neareft Friends, 
and abandon'd every thing which ought to 
have been dear, I doubt is loft, eftrang'd 

for ever from me. Ruin'd at once both 

in my Love and Pride, the World contains 
not fo forlorn a Wretch, as (he who late- 
ly was the envy'd, fortunate Ismonda. 

F 2 Here 
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Here the long-fmothcr'd Paffiofts of her 
Soul rofc with too much Violence to 
be repcird s again Ihc figh'd, again (he 
wept, but was dcny'd the ufe of Speech. 
The Aftonifhment of Marmillio at this 
ftrange Difcourfe, had the fame Effeft oa 
him, as Rage and Grief had work'd on her 5 
and as flic was for the preferit incapable of 
proceeding in the Relation flie was about 
to make, fo was he of replying to what 
fhe had faid. This dumb Scene lafted for 
fome moments, both of them endeavour- 
ing, but in vain, to break it. Marmil- 
lio was th? firft who had that power, and 
he made ufe of it to entreat her to reveal 
at once the caufe of her Difquiet, proteft- 
ing to her that nothing in him fliould be 
wanting for the difcovery of the Truth, 
and reftoring her to her former Tran- 
quillity. 

Oh ! faid jhey \\s too plain that I have 
loft the Empire I once poffefs'd over the 
Heart of Theodore i nor are you, Mar- 
millio, without your ftiare of the Dif- 
grace. That artful Sycophant Arbanes, 
has found the means to triumph over both 
of us 5 he now cngrofles the Friendftiip of 
that ungrateful Prince, and his Niece Eu- 
RiDiCE, his more fond Affe£tions. Mar- 
millio is now no more than a difcarded 
Favourite, Ismonda a forfakcn Miftrelis.— 
Much do I wonder that the Change has 

cfcaped 
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cfcapcd your notice, when every day the 
perjured Theodore retires hinifelf fron|i 
publick View, and pafTcs whole Hours to^ 
gether with his new Choice, and her'de- 
figning Uncle. Laft night my Woman Ly- 
SETTA, the only one of all my Train whom 
I ever made the Confidante of my AfFcdion 
for this ungrateful Man, informed me of 
my Misfortune, having learn d the Secret 
from one that waits upon Euridice, and 
is by that triumphant Rival entruftcd with 
the Affair. 

She fpoke no more, expcfting his Reply i 
which, after a little paufe, he gave her in 
thefe terms : That in a late Suit, faid he^ 
which I too rafhly mov'd, I gain d the . dit 
pleafure of my Prince, I am but too fenii- 
ble 5 but cannot think the Royal Theodore 
fo much a Foe to his own Happinefs, as to 
forfeit his Title to Ismonda's Heart : Is- 
MONDA, of whom I have heard him fpeak 
with Praifes, fuch as can be only due to 
Heaven and her.- — Moft fure I am, you 
are in this deceived 5 I cannot think the 
united Charms of your whole Sex could 
make him blind to yours, much lefs the 
faint and.fiekly Beauties of the vain Euri- 

\ DICE have the power to move him. *• — • 

He would have added fomcthing more, had 
he not been prevented by Ismonda, who 
haftily interrupted him with thefe Words : 
Yoi^ af e too loyal, MarmilI/Iq, crfd Jhe, 

V 3 and 
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flnd too zealous for the Vindication of a 
Prince, who no longer is worthy of the rc- 

fpcdyou bear him. What I have told 

you, is but too fad a Truth : it is not only 
to tcftify his ill Humour to you, that he 
affeds aKindnefs for your known Enemy 
Arbanes i Love alfo has a fliare in the 
Change of his Behaviour. ——Unwilling 
to believe Lysetta's Story without fur- 
ther Confirmation, I went immediately to 
the Houfe of curs'd Arbanes ; where, as 
I enter'd, 1 faw the Guards of Theodore, 
and found the inconftant Prince' feated fo 
near Euridice, that he with eafe might 
whifper in her Ear thofe Vows of Paflion 
he fo well knows to make, and by which 
IsMONDA was at firft betray'd, to think, 
that to reward fuch Love, was glorious 

Ruin He ftarted at the fight of me, 

^nd endeavoured to conceal thcConfufion 
he was in, under the pretence of a fudden 
Head-ach, and foon after took his leave. I 
ftay'd not long, overwhelmed with Rage 
andjealoufy, refolving at my return to pour 
forth all the Anguifli of my Soul in the 
moft keen Reproaches, but was in that, as in 
all clle, difappointcd i fome Ambaffadors 
being arrived from Anatolia^ demanded pri- 
vate Audience of him, and Bufinefs of 
the State took up all his Hours till mid- 
night 5 at which time I was engaged about 
the Princefs, and have not .yet had oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity to execute my Purpofc. I am frUd 
of it, faiJ Marmillio. How ! cr/d fj^, 
what mean you > That you couid not, re^ 
fiyd hey unlcfs grown quite indiffticnt, 
you no longer wifh the continuance of his 
AfFedions, have done any thing more 
cfFedual for the lofs of them, than fuch a 
Behaviour would have been. 

Jealoufy is a Paffion which ought not to 
be entertained by Lovers, but while they are 
in a ftate of Expedation 5 before Enjoy- 
ment, it denotes an ardent and violent Af- 
fedion, and to whatever Extremes it may 
tranfport the Perfon in whofe Breaft 'tis 
harboured, they ought to be forgiven, nay, 
taken kindly 5 but afterwards, tho' the Mo- 
tives are the fame, yet it becomes tirefome, 
uneafy, and difobliging, and difcovers an 
ill Opinion of the belov'd Objed. ConH- 
dcr. Madam, continued he, that if your 
Sufpicions are juft. Reproaches will be of 
no fervice to retrieve that Heart which Ten- 
derncfs could not retain $ but, if otherwife, 
may with reafon give Offence, and if per- 
fiftcd in, become fatal to the very Purpofc 
their aim is to accomplifh. I cannot deny, 
mfwer'd flje^ the truth of thefe Suggeftions, 
1 was myfelf always of the fame opinion, 
and have wonder'd at the Eolly of thofe 
Women who 1 have feen taking thef? e^jtra- 
vagant mcafurcs for reclaiming the darling 
yLover, which jicver ended but in a total 

F 4 Breach, 
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lovclv Rivals. — ^ Remember the fam'd 

Miftrefs of the late Armenian Monarch; 
was he not the wifcft and the grcateft King, 
that, fince the firft Arsaces, ever ruled in 
Afi(^ ? Yet did not this Woman, by her 
fubtilty, niaintain a Power over him, fupe- 
rior to what his whole Council, tho' com- 
pos'd of the moft learned Men the World 
produced, could boaft } Did he tranfad any 
material Affair without her ? Were there 
any Promotions or Degradings in which flic 
had not a hand ? Did he make War or Peace, 
unasking her Opinion i Did ftie not with 
him receive the Embaffies of foreign Princes, 
aqd according to her Judgment, did he not 
form his Anfwers? m fine, ftie was the fo^ 
yereign Didatrefs of all his Words and 
Adions.— — — And pray, by what mea- 
fures did fhe prefervc this ablblute Domi- 
nion, but by thofe I would fet down to all 
who are the Miftrefles of Kings ? When 
young, beautiful, and poffefs'd of Charms 
unraftpd, there needed no other attradions 
to captivate an amorous Heart i but long 
before her Bloom decayed, her Power would 
have diminifli'd, had fhe not maintained it by 
thefe Means. A Monarch, fuch as he was, 
great, witty, lovely, gay, poflcfs'd of every 
Qualification that can adorn the Hero or the 
Courtier, could nbt fail of exciting the 
moft tender Wifties : f?af ce a Virgin of his 
Court, but iq her Eyes, whenever he ap- 

proadV4 
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proach'd her, difclos'd the Languifhments of 
her difToIving Soul ; nor was he always in-i^ 
fenfible or regardlefs of the Conqucfts he 
made. At firft, 'twas hard for her, who had 
been the fole engrofler of his Heart, to en- 
dure to fhare it with another 5 but foon 
did her Prudence get the better of this 
Weaknefs : ftie not only forbore to up- 
braid the Inconflancy (he found him guilty 
of, but alfo forwarded, as much as was in 
her power, without feeming to do fo, his 
Amours with as many as he appear'd dcfij 
rous of engaging. Of all the numerous « 
Charmers who aim'd at the Secret to pieaf^ 
him, (he alone had the Skill to do it always, 
becaufe fhe alone had enough the Com« 
mand of her own Paffions to obferye |his 
Rule. 

Another Inftance of this nature (cantim^d 
he J perceiving his ^ifcaurfe made fame 
ImpreJ/ion on her) the prefent Age prefents 
us with : The King of Illyria has a Miftrcfs, 
who, by the fame Arts, has rendered herfelf 
fo neccflary to his Happinels, that flie pre-' 
ferves as abfolute an Authority over him, as 
when in the full pride of glorious Beauty he 
languiih'd for Enjoyment, and reigns more 
than Queen, triumphant over an injured 
Wife, and flighted Family 5 who, a w'd Jby 
her fupcrior Power, dare but in whifpcrs 
breathe out their Repinings. 

On 
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On the contrary, added he, plcafc but to 
turn your Eyes on the EfFeds of Jcaloufy 
difclos'd : You are too well acquainted with 
the Affairs of foreign Courts to need Intelli- 
gence from me, how the late King of Cap- 
fadocidy by publickly avowing his Sufpi- 
cions of his new wedded Bride, created in 
her fuch an averfion to him as never could be 
remov'd. The Animbfities between them 
were fatal to his Peace 5 and, as 'tis thought, 
his Life 5 for he expir'd foon after without 
any vilible Difcafe. You muft alfo know, 
and, I believe, arc enough a Friend to 
^almatiay to lament the Misfortunes which 
the Prince of it fuftains through this de- 
ftrudive Paffion. Had the fair Partner of 
his Bed and Throne, to her other excellent 
Qualifications, added Patience, how flourifti* 
ing a Monarchy might that have been \ Had 
flie defpis'd or check'd the Pcrfons, who, 
perhaps, envious of her Happinefs, brought 
her the News of a criminal Converfation be- . 
tween her Husband, and the Wife of a cer- 
tain Noblertian of his Court, 'tis probable the 
Amour would foon have known a period, 
and (he been more endeared than ever, by this 
Indulgence to* the Prince's Affcftions : but 
inftead of that, (he flics out into Extrava- 
gancies unbecoming of her Rank, the Duty 
of a Wife, or the cpmmon Intercft of them 

both. They part Houfes, have diffcT 

rent Parties, they omit nothing which may 

ex- 
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expofe each other : the Friends on both 
fides finding their Endeavours vain to re- 
concile ihcm, will no longer take part with 

cither. The Subjcds following the 

Example of their Sovereigns, run into Fac- 
tions the Foes of Monarchy make their 

own ufe of thefe Diforders Confufion 

reigns at home, and foreign Enemies take 
this opportunity of compaffing Defigns, 
which elfe they never would have formed. 
But what occafion for me to draw In- 
ferences from diftant Examples, Isj40nda 
is herfelf a ftiining one, that there are Wo- 
men who can reiift this Foible of the Sex. 
You, who to fecure the Heart of Theo- 
dore, could confcnt, nay, oblige him 
to marry with another,- can, whenever 
you pleafe to exert your Refolution, look 
down only with Contempt on the little 
Amufcments with which he may divert 
himfelf elfewhere.— — Be fatisfied, that not 
EuRiDiCE, were (he endued with all the 
Charms which Nature ever gave to Woman, 
wanting thofe you are poffefs'd of, can ever 
have the power to fix him in 2l ferious En- 
gagement with her.— Often has he likedy 
but I, who. from our Childhood have till 
now been acquainted with his moft fecret 
Thoughts, ne'er knew he loved:^ till bright 
IsMONDA, with unequal Merit, taught him 
what that Paffion was : nor do I >think, and 
from my Soul I fpeak it, the Tend? rnefs 

of 
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of his AfFc£tion ever can be leflfcn'd, what- 
ever the Ardours of it, by an unrcftrain'd 
Poffeffion, may. 

Aye, there's the point, rr^'V Ismonda 5 that 
is indeed the nature of your ungrateful Stx, 
'tis Difficulty that endears Enjoyment, and 
keeps Defire awake : Sufpence alone fecures 
the Lover's Heart, for when we own we 
love, we are fure to lofc him. 

As fhe was proceeding, one of her Wo- 
men came in to inform her, that the Ana- 
tolian Ambaffadors having had audience of 
the Prince land Princefs, defir'd her leave to 
wait on her, having brought Letters from 
Adrastus, and fome of her near Kindred. 
Tho' fhe had a great defirc to continue the 
Converfation Ihe was upon, yet there was 
fo abfolute a Neceflity, that fhe fliould re- 
ceive this Vifit, that fhe was obliged to dif- 
mifs him, with an Entreaty that he would 
return the fame Evening, and finifli the 
Argument he had begun 5 which he hav- 
ing promised, left her to prepare herfelf for 
the Reception of her expefted Gucfts, and 
retir'd to his own Apartment to meditate 
on this Adventure, and confult with himfelf 
how to make the befl ufe of it. The Truft 
which IsMONDArcpofcd in him, affured him 
of her Favour 5 but if fhe herfelf was in her 
decline, as flie began to imagine, he con- 
iider'd her Friendfliip would be of little fer- 
vicc { he therefore thought the wifeft Me- 
thod 
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thod he could chufe, would be to take the 
Opportunity her Confidence had given him 
of making his Court to Theodore, and 
by revealing to him all Ihe had difgovcr'd of 
her Jealoufy, and proceeding to advife her, 
for the future, as he fhould dircd, lay liim 
under the Neceffity of a Reconciliation 
with him. After having throughly debated 
all the Reafons, yrhich prefented themfelves 
for or againll asking in this manner, he found 
none fo fubftantial, as thofe which en- 
couraged him in it. Being therefore come 
to a Refolution, all the difficulty lay in 
ipeaking to the Prince in private 5 he, iincc 
the late difpute between them, having care- 
fully avoided him : but that he foon found 
means to get over $ he wrote a little Billet, 
which it was eafy for him to deliver to 
him, tho' in the prefcnce of all the World, 
becaufe it was ufual for all Petitions and ^ 
Addrcfles to pafs through his hands. The 
Contents of what he wrote, were as fol- 
lows. 

To Trince Theodore, Sovereign of 

Caramania. 

Roya l Sir, 

* ^ I ^H O' to have offended you, has de- 

* J^ prived me of all for which I va- 

* lucd Life, yet durft I not prefume to ut* 

* ter my Conjplaints, till fome happy op- 

* portunity 
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* portunity fhould arrive, to give nlc the 

< means of tcftifying, that whatever Faults 
^ Rafhncfs or Inadvertency might commit^ 

* you have not in the world a Subjed 

* more • devoted to your Intereft. The 

* wifli'd-for Moment is mine 5 I have that 

< to impart to you which is of the utmoft 

* confequence, both to your Pleafures 

< and domeftick Peace, and humbly beg 

< the favour of a private Audience fomc 

< time this day :— The Affair is of a 

< nature too delicate to brook delay 5 and 

* if negleded, may involve you in many 

* Difficulties, and take from me the power 
^ of acquiring that Glory which is the fole 
^ Aim of my Ambition, that of proving 

< myfelf 

My Royal Matter's 

Mbft Humble, moft Faithful, 
and moft Obedient Subjed, 

and Servant ever, 

Marmillio. 

It was now about the time in which the 
Prince received the Lords who attended his 
Levee 5 and having finilh'd his fhort Epiftle, 
he went to the Drawing-room, where he 
gave it publickly into his Hand, entreating 
he would immediately perufe it, for it 
contained fomc Matters of Importance. 

Thefc 
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Thcfe Woixls made the Prince look carncft- 
ly on the Sopcffcription, and knowing it 
to be Mai^mJixio's own writing, he re- 
tired from the Cpmpany to a Window, 
where,' having examined the Contents, he 
made a figji ;for him to approach; and as 
foon a^ he was near enough to be heard 
by him. Attend me in the Orange-Grove 
whind the Palace Garden, faid he^ I will 
difpatch thefe, and inftantly be with you. 
He turn'd from him in uttering thcfe Words^ 
and the other making a low 3ow, left the 
Room, and hefted to the Place appointed i 
where he, remained not long, before the 
Prince? . appear*^ : and tho' there was not 
that open Freedom in his Countenance, 
with whi?h he had been accuftoraed to ac- 
cpft this favourite Promoter of his Plcafures, 
yet there was fo great an Abatement of the 
Severity which lately, had fat on it towards 
him, that he had reafpn to hope what he 
had to communicate, would entirely re- 
eftablifti him in his former good Opinion 
and Confidence.. I hope, .MARMiLLio,y^/4f 
btr it is not to renew the Sub)e£t of our 
laft private. Conference, th^t you defired 
this meeting 5 for affure yourfelf, if it be, 
I {hall anfwer you in no other terms than 
before, .riAt indeed is it in my power to 
do it. I fhopld be, more unworthy than 
you think me, my Royal Lord, anfwerd 
the other ^ if I couldprefmne fo'far as to 

Q ' mingle 



mingle my little Intercfts with yours, pre- 
tend to call an Affair of mine^ though it 
were of Life and Death, of confequence 
to your Peace, as I informed you this is 

which I would now impart. But not to 

detain your Highnefs in fufpence, be plea- 
fed to read this Summons, which early this 

morning I received. In fpeaking thefc 

words, he prefented him with the Billet 
brought him by Ismonda's Page, which, 
^hen the Prince had look'd over with all 
imaginable demonftrations of Surprize, he 
proceeded to inform him all that had pafs'd 
between them in her Apartment, not for- 
getting the leaft particular of the Difcon- 
tent he found her in, or the Arguments 
he had made ufe of to diifipate it. He ac- 
quainted him alfo how their Converfation 
was interrupted by the Ambaffadoirs 5 and 
that he was engaged to return to her that 
Evening. And having concluded his Nar- 
ration, putting one knee to the ground, 
intrcated him he would once more honour 
him with his Commands in this Affair. 

It was with all poflible Artifice, and Self- 
extolment, couch'd under the difguifc of Hu- 
mility, that he related this Stoiy; but half 
the pains he took, would have fufficed: 
It contained, indeed, a matter of importance 
.much greater than he himfelf imagined 5 the 
Prince, tho' he could not be called any other 
than conftant to IsmoNda, becaufe he ne- 
ver 
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Ver ccafcd to love her, and prefer her to het 
^hole^cx belldc, was yet the moft changing 
Man in his Amours that ever was. In ipite 
of the fixed AfFeftion with wiiich he re- 
garded this Miftrefs of his Soulj he muft 
fometinles devote his Body at other Shrines* 
He could not live without his Gallantries ; 
and Curiolity frequently fupplied the room 
of likings and led him to the ruin of many a 
believing Fair. EuIblidice was of that num- 
ber : the fame wild and unftable Fires, which 
had reduced Lutetia, had an equal effect 
On her $ both had alike been tempted ; both 
had alike confented to his Wifllcs i and both, 
with over- fondnefs, and a too eafy yielding, 
became immediately the Objeds of his Sa- 
tiety and Contempt* The fears he was in of 
IsmondA making a difcovety of his Crime, 
.infinitely exceeded the pleafure he found in 
committing it ; and the fervice M armiLlio 
had done to him, in eafmg him of the Ap • 
prehenfions he had laboured under on Lu- 
TETiA's account) made him wifh for fuch 
another Friend on that of Euridice ^ who, 
prefuming on the tender things he faid to 
her, while folliciting her Love, took a fort 
of privilege of following him from place to 
place, and perfecuting him with inccffant, 
declarations of a Pailion which he no longer 
wilh'd to infpire. For this reafoxt he was 
extremely glad of a Pretence, without 
any injury to his Dignity^ by fubmitting 

G z to 



/ 



( 8+ ) 

to a Subjed, of being reconciled to Mar-^ 
MiLLio : for tho* he knew he could not rid 
him of the impertinent Tendcrncfs of Eu- 
RiDigE, and the continual Dangers which 
her Fondnefs involved him in, of the Affair 
between them being difcover'd, by taking 
on himfelf the Charafterof her Lover, as he 
had done in the famfc Cafe with Lutetia, by 
teafon of his enmity with Arbanes 5 yet he 
doubted not but his fubtile-working Wit, 
and ready Invention, would find Out fome 
Expedient alfo in this Exigence, as it had 
done in others. When firft he read the 
Xetter Ismonda had writ to him, and by the 
beginning of his difcourfe, difcover'd her 
but too juft Sufpicions of Euridice, his 
(till enamou/d Heart heaved with tumultu- 
ous Beatings 5 her Grief and her Refentmcnt 
gave him Pangs, which fince the full en- 
joyment of her Charms had left Defpairno 
rooni, he had never felt. Nor was he with- 
out fear that Marmillio, to revenge the 
Coldnefs with which he had of late been 
treated by him, might have faid fbmething 
to have increafed that Lady's Jealoufy^i-but 
when thefe Doubts were cleared, arid he was 
convinced by many Oaths and Imprecations 
of the fervice he had done him, in argu- 
ing with her on fo nice a Theme, he re- 
pented there had ever been a Breach be- 
tween them, and omitted nothing which 
might teftify the fcnfc he had of his Fide- 
lity. 
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lity, and ftcady Adherence to his Intercft. 
After a thoufanddemonftrationsofan etcr-' 
nal Friendfhip on the one itde> and Loy- 
alty on the other, the new-reftored Fa- 
vourite reminded him, that he knew not 
how fbon he might be fent for by Ismon- 
DA, and that it was therefore time they 
Ihouid refolve in what manner to pro- 
ceed. If, faid hey tir'd and grown w^ary 
with a long and uninterrupted feries of pof^ 
reilion, you wifli the abfcnce of Ismon- 
DA, I believe it eafy for me, in the prcfent 
ftruggles of her Soul, to turn the Scale wholly 
en the fide of Refentment, and talk her into a 
refolution of quitting Caramania for ever. 
Oh, no, replied the Trince, rather do all that's 
in your power to ftay her : In fpitc of the 
little Infidelities I have been guilty of to her, 
I cannot think of parting with her. The 
faint Joys which other Beauties yield, but 
more indcar the rapturous Image of her 
power of charming. Still in my Heart flic 
reigns unrivalFd and fupreme 5 and foohcr 
would I renounce my Life, than that morfe 
precious Treafure, my only lov'd Ismo:nda. 

He then proceeded to relate to him his 
Affair with Euridice i and how lineafy 
he was to get rid of a Paffion he had not 
intended fliould arrive at any greater heights 
than would juft influence her to the grati- 
fication of a tranficnt Defire, it being only 
fuch he felt for her. But long he dwelt not 

G J on 
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bi\ this Theme 5 a nearer and more poig-^ 
nant Vexation took up the greateft part of 
his thoughts : He told him, that the Lords 
of Anatolia^ fent from that King in Em- 
bafly to him, had been employed by Adras- 
T us to folUcit the return of his. Wifc> 
that they laft Night had obtained leave of 
the Princefs for her departure \ and that 
there remained nothing now but her own 

confent for her removal. Therefore, to 

prevent this journey, txtxty faid h&y my 
dear Marmillio, your utmoft Wit and 
^locju^nce 5 for, fince fufpe^ed by her in 
a Cafe where J am, alas ! too guilty^ I dare 
not mept the '*juft ijpbraidings of her atigry 
Eyes, till you have fopth'd her Soul into a 
Calm of full AfTurancc of my Love and 
. Truth. Depei^d upon my Zeal, anfwefd 
he J nor doubt, rny Lord, but that thofe Arts 
which hitherto have been crowned with 
fu^cefi' when ^mploy'd ' for yoar Service, 
will not be , lefs effettual than before. But, 
Royal THEODORE,' furfuedhey after a lit- 
ikpaufey as our late eftrangement from that 
^.E^in^uUarity with wlikh you u fed to. honour 
nie, has been the folc occafion of her con- 
fiding .in thp. truth of what 1 (hall relate in 
' this /Affair 5 . the news of a f^dden Reconci- 
liation may render ail I fay fufpefted, and 
.with reafpn give her fome Apprchenfions 
. that I havp betray 'd her to you.--^T-^ 1 think 
4t ther^ better for your purport,* that I con- 
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ccal my happy Reftoration to your Favour, 
and that you perfift to treat me fOr fome 
cnfuing Days in the (ame manner, as firft 
induced her to imagine that any unkindnefs 
of my Prince could oblige me to reveal 
aught to his prejudice. 

Theodore . extremely approved of this 
Advice, not only fortheReaJTonsMARMiL- 
i/io urged, but alfo that too fudden a Turn 
might alarm thejealoufy of Arbanes and 
£uRiDiCE, and put them on fome mea- 
fures, which would unravel the Myftery it 
was fo much the intereft of that Prince to 
conceal, bdth from Hyanthe and Ismon* 
DA. Every thing being thus concluded on 
betiveen them, Marmillio took his leave, 
and returned to his Lodgings cxpefting a 
fecond Summons from Ismonda. * 

It was near Evening before that Lady 
fent to him, . and at his retuirn he found 
her in a diforder which it is impofTible to 
reprefent. As &>on as he entered the Clo- 
fet, where for the fake of privacy fhe re- 
ceived him, Oh, Marmillio, /aid fhe, the 
perjured Theodore may now bear his fidi- 
tiods Vows to as many as his inconftant 
Wiflies. aiin to undo, unfearing the Re- 
proaches of ISMONDA. — AdRASTUS wili UO 

longer, live without me. — -^ The Ppncefe 
has confented I fliall return to jinatolia 
with the Lords employed in Embafiy from 
thence i nor can th? love which ftill my 

G4 Soul 
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Soul avows for your angratcful Prince, fur^ 
nifh mc with a Pretence to ftay, > ' ■ - See 
here, purfuedjhey plucking a Let per mtof 
her Tockety and giving it him to ready fee 
here, what the injured, yet ever faithful^ 
ever tender Adrastus writes. Marmxlw 
Lio replied no otherwife than by doing as 
he was defired ; and unfolding the Paper^ 
he found in it thefe Lines : 

To my Fbr-ever-lov'dy hut mofi Unkind 

iSMONDA. 

*T^AIN would I, my cruel Dear! ac- 

1 Jl ^^^^ y*^^ ^f injuftice tothe fond Pat 
^ lion with which I ever have regarded you ; 

* anid of your little conformity^ to thofe 

* Rules by which all who yield to become 

* Wives, ought to think thtnifelves bound : 
^ But, alas ! in fpite of that Authority which 

* Marriage gives me over you, my Heart is 
^ too much your Slave, to permit mc to 
' make ufe of any other Arguments than 

* fuch as flow from humble Love. — Yet 
^ have I, O Ismonpa ! have 1 deferved this 
^ Ufage fronii you > - — Or, coul^ h till fad 

* Experience convinced me, have believed 

* you would thus long have left me to mourn 

* your unkind abfcncc in a widow*d State ? 
^ Remember, my everlafting Charmer^ call 

* back in Idea the paft Endcarm'ents of our 
^mutual Tranfportsi and Ahen- rcfk£ty if 

i fwm 
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* from the blifsfur moment which gave thee 
*firft to my defiriftg Arms, I have done 
' aught (hould make thee cold^ negledful, 

* or in the leaft deviate from thy former 

* Tenderncfs. — In one of your Letters you 
^feemto tax me with what I have but too 

^ much reafon to reproach you, want of 

* Uncafincfe in this Separation. fVere it not 
^f0j fay yoMy I flnmld before this time have 

* found a Tretence for coming to Carama- 
' nia : How unjuft is this Aflfertion, let your 

* own Heart be judge. Well do you know 
' the arbitrary Difpofltion of our Monarch i 
^ ^nd that the Employments I have under 

* him will not fuffer me to quit his Palace 
' even for a Day, without permiflion from 
^ himfelf. Heaven, and all here are witnefles 
^ what Interceifions I made to be one of the 
f Pcrfons fix'd on for this Embaffy, but had 

* no other Anfwer to my repeated Importu- 

* nities, than this 5 That if my fond Affe- 

* Bion for a Wife who had defer ted me^ 

* was more valuable than his Service^ I 

* niight in Banifbment enjoy that Blefftng^ 
^ for never more muft 1 expeSi to return 

* to Anatolia*— What canft thou now ob-, 
< J eft ? Whit ReJifons find which can with** 

* hold thee from my longing Arms \ The 
'.Princefs is \<>o good to aim at parting 

* thofe whonl facrcd Vows have ;oin'd 5 and 
^ did not the fublimeft Paffion aftuate my 
\i^ W that behalf, I fhould believe fomc 

• other 
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* Other and more powerful Mojive than her 
^ Fricndfliip, induced thee to forfakc a Huf^ 
^ band whofc very Life is bound up in thee. 

* Some bufy Whifperers would make mc 

* more unhappy than I am by fuch Sug- 
^ geftions i but be aflured, I flight them; 
' nor can entertain one thought in prejudice 
' of my Ismonda's Honour. It is not, hoV- 
^ ever, in my power, to fupprcfs the Tdk 
' of others. — Haftc then to confute them by 

* thy immediate Prefence, and 4ook the 
*(harp-ey'd Monfter, Slander i dead? — — 
\ Thy own Reputation^ as well as my Love^ 

* demands thee i both of them once were 

* dear, and I have hope thou art hot chan- 
^gedin all, and that the return of the Am- 
^ bafladors will bring thee alfo to the Em- 
' braces of him, who with the name ofHuC- 
^ band joins that of thy Lover and thy Ado- 
I rer, ^, . 

ApRASTUS. 

^ Now, MAKMiLhiOyfaidJbej (as foon as he 
had done reading) what Anfwer can I make > 
Or how refufe the tender Preffures of this 
too indulgent Husband J~- — ^ Were The- 
odore all that imy fond Soul could wifh, 
adorn'd with every Perfcftion of the Mind, 
9s wdl as the Body, I muft be compeird to 
leave him 5 a^d he does well, by the Proofs 
he gives me of his Inconftancy, to wean my 
AfFedions from their formey Ardency, and 

make 
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make the Separation lefs terrible to be borne. 
Ah Madam ! reply d he^ before you rcfolve 
on quitting Caramania, confider well if 
you are able to fuftain the Pangs of an 
eternal Abfence from the Man you love ; 
and who, in fpite of the difregard with 
which of late he caufelefly has treated me, 
I muft confefs, I think deferving of it- 
Deceive not yourfelf, I beg you, by an Ima- 
gination that he is lefs dear to you, becaufc 
he appears, at prefent, more unworthy 
than y6u once believ'd.— — ~Wcre he 
indeed as ingratcful as you now fufpeft 
him, which yet I cannot think, 't wou'd coft 
you many bitter Agonies e'er you extin- 
guifti'd a Paflion fo well eftablifh'd ii> ybur 
Soul. Should I then ftay, interrupted fhe^ 
till bare-fac'd Contempt, and open Scorn 

(hall drive me hence? till publick ill 

ufage (hall compel me to be gone, and de- 
monftrate, indeed, that not Hyanthe, but 
her perfidious Husband, influcnc'd my 
coming hither, and now enforces my de- 
partiire i No, if I negle£t this opportu- 
nity all- bounteous Heaven affords of redo- 
ring myfelf to Honour and to Fame, juftly 
ftiould I defire to be a Wretch, whofe only 
hope is to excite Compaffion; There was 
fo mtich reafoh in what (he faid^ that had 
it not been utter' d with a warmth which de- 
noted a greater fhare of Refentmcnt than 
^efoiutioxi, Marmillio would have cntei?- 

tain'd 
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tain'd but little expcdation of Succefs : but 
he was too wfH acquainted with human 
Nature, not to know that nothing Violent 
is of long continuance, and of all the Pa(^ 
flons that invade the Mind, none fo (hojt* 
liv'd as Rage $ becaufe nope is fo painful to 
be borne, and were it to continue, muft con* 
vert to Madnefs. He therefore aim'd not to 
oppofe it, and by feeming not to take ttie 
part of Theodore, he more effeftually did 
fb, than if he had made the moft folemn 
affevcrations of his belicv'd Integrity $ and 
when, by this Artifice, he found the late 
flames of Indignation in her pretty well 
abated. Let not falfe Fortitude beguile you. 
Madam, /aid he, the Ills whichj threaten 
you in Caramania are but in Imagination^ 
and are fcarce poflible ever to happen in 
reality $ but in returning to Anatoliay you 
run to certain Mifery, the worft of Woes, 
that of loath'd Embraces, and the eternal 
Prefencc of the Man you hate i for there^s 
no medium in conjugal Affedion. InCuy 
ramaniay you but fear the Lofs of Theo^ 
DORE 5 in Anatoliay you are futre to be de^ 
priv'd of him fot ever : nay, what i? morc^ 
deprived of hirti by your own fault* Hcre> 
fhould he prove ungrateful or unkind, you|: 
injiir'd Soul miight vent her Anguifli in Re- 
proaches 5 but now to leave him, on a bare 
Sufpicion, would throw the weight of it 
wholly on yourfclf, and when paft reme* 
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dy, yoii'd curfe the Rafhncfs by which you 
are undone. 

' By thefc kind of Arguments, that Refo* 
lation> in wliich fhe had imagined herfelf fo 
well fix'd, began to waver, and before he 
left her half difpos'd as he could wifh, he 
doubted not but the next Vifit that the 
Prince (hould make, would entirely perfeft 
what he had made fo good a progrefs in i 
and to that end, acquainted him immedi- 
ately with the fum of all the Converfation 
be had with her. This t)ay, which was in 
every thing to be a fortunate one to him, 
concluded with the News, that the Mother 
of Irenb being taken dangeroufly ill, had 
fent an e*prcfs for her to come to her Coun* 
try Scat, at which (he was when fciz'd with 
that Indifpofttion i and that Lady could not 
refufe Obedience in fo prefling an occa* 
fion. By this removal of Irene's, he had 
time for Contrivance ^ the Journey (he had 
to take, was long, and he was not without 
hope, that before her return, the Prince 
being now more than ever oblig'd to be- 
friend his Intereft, join d with the Power 
IsMONDA, of whofe Favour he was alfo cer- 
tain, had with Hyanthe, would render in- 
xffedual all the Complaints the Brother of 
that wrong'd Lady fliould make of his Be- 
haviour. 

But in the midft of thefe Confolatory 
•Rcfleaiohs, the Idea of Arilla ftUl fiird 

him 
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him \^ith Difquicts ; the difficulty of rc^ 
cftablirtiing himfelf in her AfFcftions, en- 
hanced the Value of thert, and he lan- 
guifh'd in unfpeakable DdRres for that^ 
which had it appeared attainable, he would 
perhaps have flighted and avoided y fo con*^ 
tradiftory is the Teniper of Mankind, and 
fo much is Ingratitude ingrafted in their 
very Natures, that itfeems inherent to the 
S^x to fhun what comes with cafe, and to 
court Dangers and Inquietudes. The fond> 
the tender Maid, Is fure to meet difdain> 
while the negleftful or humourous Coquette^ 
receives their moft ardent Affiduities. Secu- 
rity is the certain Recife fQr their Pailion 5 
and the only way for the ador'd Ohjcdt to 
maintain her Conquefl, is to keep her Lov^ 
infufpence. Marmillio, at leaft, was of 
this difpofition ; and had the moft charming 
Woman Nature ever made, been offered to 
him in exchange for Arill a, while ftie con- 
tinued cruel, 'tis probable no Attradions 
could have withdrawn his Heart, or made 
any abatement in that excefs of Pailion 
with which he now regarded her. 
. The delire of regaining her AfFedions, 
being, at prefent, the fupremeft wilh of his 
impatient Soul, he fet his whole Wits at 
Avork for tiie accomplifhment of it; and 
tho' he had been before refus'd admittance^ 
went again to vifit her : but meeting with 
the fame treatment, entreated^ by her Wo- 

man^ 
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man, that he might fee her, tho' it was 
but for a moment j faying, he had fome- 
thing of more than ordinary importance to 
(peak to her about, before fhe took her Jour- 
ney. On which, the Perfon to whom he 
apply'd, return'd for anfwer, that her Lady 
had changed her Mind, . and intended ftiil to 
ftay'at Court jf that Relation to whofe Houfc 
fhe had deftgn'd to retire, being about co- 
ming to Town herfelf. To find fhe ftaid, 
and yet had Refoiution enough to refufe 
feeing him but- in Places where their' mutual 
attendance rendered it impoflible for her to 
avoid him, and that even there fhe carefully 
fhunn'd giving him any opportunity of 
fpeaking to her, made him know that a 
Reconciliation with her, would be infinite- 
ly moradifficult than he could have belie v'd 
it could be, while fhe continued in the way 
of his Importunities $ at lafl, bethinking 
himfelf that as her Cruelty Iprung only 
from her Jealoufy of Lutetia, k was chief- 
ly in the power of Luteti^ herfelf to 
tmdeceive her : he therefore ventured to 
make her the Confidante of his Palfion for 
Arilla, atld the unjufl Sufpicions that 
Lady had conceived on her accounts and 
begg'd that fhe would write a Line or two 
which might convince her that it was on 
a different fcorc from that of Love he vifi- 
ted-her. Lutetia look'd on herfelf as un- 
der too many Obligations to him> to deny 

the 
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the grant of (o reafonable a Rcquejl : but 
having obtained this Protaifc from hqr, a 
new Objcdion rofe in his Mind $ which was, 
that, confidcring what had pafs'd between 
him and AtiiLL^^ it might be too gre^t a 
fliock to her ^lodefty, to find that her fup. 
pofed Rival had been .made acquainted with 
the Affair. To remedy this Inconvenience, 
however, he foon bethought him of an Ex- 
pedient s which was, that the Letter (hould 
be diredcd to himfelf. He communicated 
his Sentiments to Lutetia, who agree* 
ing with his Notions, between them they; 
didated thefe Lines. 

To Marmillio^ 

THOUGH there is not a Pofllbility 
of hearing from the dear EngroP 
fer of my Soul, by any other means than 
through your generous Care $ yet I caii- 
not forbear^ fmiling, to tliink of how dan- 
gerous a confequence it may prove to 

me.- ^The whole Court gives you 

to me as a Lover ; and as I cannot believe 
a Man of fo much Gallantry can be with* 
out hi$ Amours, I am in daily Expeda* 
tions of finding the Eflefts of Jealoufy 
from fome outrageous and difgufted He-t 

roine. If confcious of a Paflion for 

any darling Fair, for Heaven s fake undc*- 
I ceivc her 5 I give you leave to calj mc 
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* Ugly, lll-ftiapcd, unbircd, and cVcry thing 

* that isdifagrccablc^ not will be. offend- 

* cd'at whatever Rtulenefs you treat me 

* ^ithy even to my^ facc^^before her, rather 

* than expofe me to her Ccnfures, or yoar- 

* felf to her Refentment, for the fake of 
' her who is already but too much obliged 
^ to you. 

LutetiaJ 

■ • • • • • . 

There was fomcthing fo * natural in the 
turn of this Billet, that Marmillio was 
half perfuadcd it would work the EfFe<3: 
he aim'd at 3 and as ibCKi as it was finifhdd, 
took his leave of Luteti a, and retir'd to 
his own Apartment, to enclofe it to Aril- 
XrA : In the Cover he wrote in this manner. ' 

To my Ever-Adard, but Caufeiejly 
Offended A^iLL,K. 

* ' I "^ HE. moft guilty Criminal that ever 
^ JL incur*d the Cenfurc of the Law, 
' is allowM to plead before his Doom is 
^ pafs'di but Arilla more fevere, thinks 

* it enough to let mfc know of what I am 

* accus'd, hot gives me liberty to make my 

* Defence.— —Oh ! how unjuft is this ! . 

' Were there any ground for your Sufpi- 
^ cions, were it pofllble for me to think, 

* after the Enjoyment of your Charms, an- 
[ other Woman .wjrfrth my Regard, that 

H ^ which 
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which caus'd my Ijagratitudc and Ineon- 
flanqy, ^ould influence my Indifference 
alfo } your Refeatrtient would have fail'd 
to wofk the £fFed it has done on my 
t<5b tender Heart $ liiy reftlefs Days, aad 
fleeplefs Nights, the un^umher'd Agonies 
of tny tormented Thoughts, would not 
have reproached the Cruelty of As^illa, 
nor (hould 1 have bethought me of fend- 
ing this undeniable Evidence of my In- 
nocence. I need riot tell you, that the 
Author of it is beloY'd by my moft fs^- 
ticujar and intim&te Frietkd> the Conteitfa 
will l^t you koow> as much ^ but wheoi 
you allow a Vifit ftom me, as furely now 
yoju will, I ffaall inform you haw, being 
li>yr thj? Severity of an avaricious Parent dc^ 
ny'd the publick Gratification of his Wiflies 
in marrying with, Lutetia, he 16 com- 
peird to content' himfelf with a fecret 
Correfpondence with her. I am the only 
Perfott entrufted with the Affair, nor can: 
they^ biut thuo' . my means, or fee each 
othier, or receive a. Letter. This, my un- 
kind ArijL'LA, has occaiton'd tt^fe ^e*^ 
qucijit Viftts aad Whifpcrings which hxvc 
been obferv'd between as, andi which, has 
given me the reputation of her Lover. 
•-It now remains that I, in my turn. 
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upbraid your want of Tcndernefs, and 
Eaith in thofe fincere Profcflions of etcr- 
nal and unchangeable Affe^on, which I 

* have 



^ haVfe ffl^dc VoQ 5 but that I will dcfct tiU 
^ the bleft'd Hoar df meeting, which, that 
^ you may in fbme mcafurc repair the In- 

• jury you have done me, you muft appoint 

• With fp6ed. ^Then, if it be poffible 

' fot me t6 retain in your dear Society the 

* leaft Remains of aught but Love and Joy, 

* win I chide the Injuftice you have been 

J guiity Of, to 

Your Pafllonately Tender 
and ever faithfully: Devoted 

^ . MAftMILLlOr 

The Supcrftriptioft of this little Packet 
he caus'd to be written by his P^alet de 
^htmbrty having the Experience that no^ 
thmg on which his ownCharafter appear*d> 
would be received; and having darefally 
Feal'd it up, fcnt it by a Pcrfbn who was 
cirtireiy a Stranger both ta her and her Ser- 
vants, to be Idt at her Apartment 5 not 
doubting but when Ihc fhould, by the 
ftrangencfs of the -hand, be betray'd to o- 
pen it, the very fight of'LUTEXiA'sNamc 
to the cnclofed, would excite her Curiofity 
to read it i and the Satisfaftion of that 
Curiofity, fo throughly convince her of the 
Error fhe had been in, that fhe would not fear 
to confefe it in an immediate Artfwer. 

He had but juft difpatch'd his Emiflfary, 
when a Gentleman belonging toTntq/oo^t^ 
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£ame to let him know the Prince Was in 
his Clofct alone, and commanded his at- 
tendance : His Mind being now much more 
at eafe, concerning his Affair with Arilla^ 
%h»n it had been for many days, he was the 
better capacitated to look after thofe of an- 
other 5 not in the leaft imagining, but that the 
Bttfinefs on which he was now fent for, was 
either ta profecute the Deception he had 
already fo fuccefsfully carry'd on with Is- 
MONDA and LuTETiA, or forward his At- 
teiinpts on feme new Beauty. 
- But how agreeably was he furpriz'd, when 
he found his Conjedures had deceived him ^ 
and that the Prince, after having received 
him with a mofl obliging Smile, and made 
him fit down by him, began in this man- 
ner 1 The Services you have done me. Mar- 
mill ib, /aid he J are too great not to dc- 
fcrve my utmoft Acknowledgments : Your 
i?rudence has entirely eas'd me of thofe Ap* 
prehenfions I was continually invplv'd in^ 
left the extravagant iFondnefs of Lutetia 
fhould expofe me to the Jealoufy of both 
Hyanthe and Ismonda, and I can never 
|oo gratefully confidcr of what advantage 
your Advice to the latter of thefe Ladies 
has been to me s what you faid to her, has 
onadp fo deep an Impreffion in my favour, 
that (he is now only at a lofs for fomc 
Excufe, to avoid going with the Ambaffa- 
dors 10 Anatolia j and that I doubt not but 

your 



yonr Wit and Invention may fupply hei^ 
with, before the time arrives which is al- 
lotted for their Departure.-— But Thanks 
is a poor return for Fidelity fuch as yours, 
^fpecially from a Sovereign, in whbfe power 
you may believe it is, to confer a more fub- 
ftantial Recompence. ••——I am not with- 
out a juft Senfibility of Favours done me, 
tho' I do not always make fhow of it $ and 
Fortune now feems to join in my good 
Wiflies, and gives me an opportunity of 
proving, that it was not through Ingrati* 
tude that I deny'd MaHmillio the Requeft 
he made me on Irene's fcore.^ ■ Rife, 
purfued he^ perceiving he wai about to 
proftrate himfelf at his feet 5 I will have 
no Submiflions, 'tis fufficient that I know 
you faithful to your Truft, obedient to my 
V Commands, and zealous for my Intereft 
and Happinefs. To the purpofe therefore 
for which I fent : Dorasp^, the Brother of 
that Lady, fince his return to Carammia^ 
is grown enamour'd of Euridice, and fdU 
licits her Affcdion on honourable Terms. 
ArbAnes' this day acquainted me with the 
Offers he had made to her ; and gueffing 
at the reafon of my late frequent Vifits at 
his Houfe, told me, that no Cohfideration 
of the Intereft this Match would be to his 
Family, fhould oblige him to give his Conr 
fent to it, till I had yielded mine. A 
Thought immediately ftruck into my head^ 

H 3 that 



that the Dpatag^ of my unofCending Rivals 
might be of the higheft fcrvice to my 
friends' and aftei: pauftng a, little on xki 
matter^ I told him, that I could by^ no 
ip^eans be content that Euridice fhou;l4 
thiis difpofe herfclf > but upon one Cofidi* 
tion, which \v:a& this, that Dorawe &oiark)| 
at the Came time, give Ikkns to his Son 
the young Ernbsxus. 

I had fcarce pronounced the W^rdsi^ when 
he reply'd, Alas ! roj P|;ince, the rich, the 
l\aughty Dqraspb would difdain the Pro- 
ftoiition, ^y S^a hv neidier an Eflate non 
Birth proportionable to that of Irbne^ 
'Xis^ ^^^!^> f^Juf^d J, gravelly bu( his own 
]y[erit, and: my Favour, may mal^e up that 
PcSciepcy y nor will it be more ftrange tq 
thpCe that hcar^ it, that Ir^bnb ihould mar* 
ry with the Son of Arbanes, than that 
PojiASBi; fbouldi hecome the Brid^g^ooai 
«>f EuRiDicip, iC Maid; as for beneath h\m 
in the Quaii^atio£is ypu mention,, ast £r- 

ifi^:$TV* to fe]^WH. -Beiides, added I^ 

feeting him fif^r^^fy furfms^d at, mffiari^ 
ft^g Jf nmmpfl^H a Trofofal;^ b$fidc& thfi 
W^l&re of your "Eamily, I have other B^ca-r 
fpnsi to. deitre this* may he hroaght ^muB 3 
. 3;out mortal Eu/^n^^ and the Man I hat^e^ 
hv long, foUicijcd fcj53*E^ and, if I may 
fpeajt i|iy: thoughts, not withjwt; Succefs : 
ihhVi^$h\Ath I mcai>i S^id\ /,, has oftcA 
tcd> th^ ^1^ ffec r^ufo of I>praspb to 
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CatdManiAy his Marriage with his Silver 
would be folerimiz'd. Thii bad the Effcd: 
I wilh'd, tiic old Man prefehtly gtcW out- 
rageous dt the thoughts of minglirfg; his Fa- 
inily with yours 5 And encourag'd by the 
Difpleafure I feign'd to have conceived a- 
gainft you, utter'd all that implacable Ma- 
lice could invent. I liften'd to him with 
Patience, well knowing, that in this tbt 
more I appeared your Foe, the more I 
prov'd my fclf your Friend j till tired with 
railiii^y I fent him to difcourfe the Matter 
with DotiASPB. 

How much, my Royal Lord, faid Mar- 
jfiiLLIo, I am indebted to your generous 
Care, fo far beyond the utmoft of my De- 
fcrvings, words would but faintly rcpre* 
&At i yet cannot I imagine that in this, even 
your good Wiflies ever avail me more than 
the knowledge I am honoured with them i 
DoRASI^E never will confent to give Irene 
to ErKestus's Bed, or if he wou d, (he 
fooner would chuft death. You know not, 
reply d the Trhkey how far a fond AfFedion 
may transport the one, or Refentment the 
other : I atai told Doraspe doats with fo 
blind a Paffion on Euridice, that to ob- 
tain her he would fcruple nothing ; then as 
for Ir]Si*e, you ^how her Fortune, by her 
dead Fiber's Will, is abfolutely in the dif- 
pofal df this Brother : 'tis not her Intcreft to 
^fdblSgd him, which> joined to your Un- 

H 4 kindnefs 
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kindncfs and Negleft, may prompt her in 
Revenge to you, and Complairancc to 
DoRASPE, to marry with your Enemy.-— 
Add to this, Ern^stus is young, gay, 
agreeable in his Pcrfon, and every way qua- 

lify'd to pleafe the Fair but (hou'd all 

thefe Motives fail, ftiould Irene be lefs a 
Woman than I think her, or Dor a^pe lefs 
enamoured than I am informed he is, ftill my 
pretended hatred to you give? me an excufe 
for putting a flop to your Alliance with a 
Family fo illuftricms, and wealthy .as is that 

of his Tis therefore for oiv mutual 

Satisfadion to perdft in this counterfeited 
Variance, till we .fee how our Intercfts arc 
link'd. Mar MILL 10,, continued he ^ takitig 
him by the Handy J, by this fortunate Dif- 
iimulation> h^ve the me^ns of ridding you 
of a Miftrefs you.no Jonger have anyAf- 
fedion fof 5 you, of preferving forme the 
only Woman I ever did, or <:an adore. 

Some other Difcovirfes, much to the fame 
purpofc as thefe already related, having pad 
between them, MAfiMiLLfo .withdrew, 
neither of thcni judging it proper they 
Ihould be long together, left if (hould be 
difcover'd to the ruiiqi of th^t Sf heme, both 
of them promis'd themfelves to fincl fp 
much to the advantage of their Deftgns. 
Every thing neceflary for each other to know 
at prefent, having been talk'd over, they 
jlgre?d tp wear th? njpft 4ift?nt Looks ima* 

ginabi^ 
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ginable in publick> and to meet as fcldom 
as could be avoided^ in the carrying on 
their Strac^cms, even in private ; the Ca- 
binets of Princes being generally full of 
£yes, which are aifo too often attended 
with Tongues. 

Theodore, now zealous for the Intcreft 
of this Favourite, forgot nothing of the 
Fromifc he had made him, and the iirft time 
he faw the Brother of Irene, accofted him 
in thefe Terms. Doraspe, faid he^ your 
long abfence from Caratnania may, per- 
haps, make you ignorant of many things 
which have paft here of late : at your de-* 
parture, Marmillio was a Perfon I very 
much efteem'd s but fince thar^ he has been 
guilty of Imprudences which have altered 
the Sentiments I had of him. I fcarcc be* 
lievc any will have fo little Complaifance to 
the Will of their Sovereign, as to contri- 
bute to the Promotion of a Man I am re- 
folv'd to deprefs ■■! hope, therefore, 

that there is nothing in the Report, that you 
intend to add to the too great PofTeflions he 
is already Maftcr ofi by giving him -your 
Sifter Irene, arid a large Dowry in Mar- 
riage with her. It would be neither con* 
formablc to her Intereft, or the Duty of a 
^ubjea, reply d he^ with all humility ^ to 
cfpoufe the Man made wretched by your 
Difpleafure; but if fond Love, and the 
^f^jpakticfs pf her Sex Ihould influence her 

in 
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in behalf of the foUen Marmillio, be 
a^ur^d, my Royal L6rd, Doraspe Acvcr 
will confcnt to fuchaMatch^ and if he has 
Irene, he fhali take her portioniefs and 
urtfricndcd. That is not all,- refum*d t^ 
^fincBy that I cxpcd from one, who, I 
Would fain believe, would ferve me in more 

than ^n outfidc (how i- 'twill be enough 

for his ambitious Aims, that he has married 
the Sifkr of Doraspe.- — Whoever lR£>rB 
chufes for a Hasband, cannot be without 
Support and Friends f and tho' you with* 
hold your Hand or Countenance to his Pro* 
ccedings, there may be others of your Fa- 
mily lefs Dutiful and Loyal ^ ■ I infift 
upon it, therefore^ that on no Confideratio A 
he obtain that Title, and as the only certain 
means of preventing itr.you immediately 
difpofe of her to fome one more worthy of 
her Charms. He fpoke thefe laft Words 
with fo much warmth and vehemence, that 
the other, who very well knew his Difpofi^ 
tion was fomewhat Arbitrary, eaiily faw hi 
was in this refolv'd to be obeyed i and after 
a little paufe. To prove, fdid hty how facred 
to Doraspe are all the Commands <3i his 
Sovereign, there is nothing in my p6wer I 

would omit." In a lite Convcrfation 

with Arban&s, he propcJs'd his Son Er-» 
KE^TUs 5 his Birth indeed but meanly an^ 
fwcrs ours, nor is his Fortune equiva^ 
icrit with what my brotherly Affe€fcionJhas 

defign'4 
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dcfign'd to makelRBNB miftrcrs of: yet if 
J could prevail upon her, there are Rea- 
fons, which, with the approbation of your 
Highn^fs, would induce me to confent. 
This was all the Prince waited for ; and as 
^on as he had done ijpeaking, EaNS^tus 
^nfwer'd. He has a ftoek of Merit which 
may well excufe his other Wants ; nor do 
I think that you can find a Man more rich 
in inward Virtues, and intrinitck Worth. 
They mufl be little acquainted with a 
Court who do hoc know that the Depesv- 
dants on a Prince's favour, think nothing 
too great a Sacrifice to offer for it. Add to 
this, of itfolf a fuffident Motive, Dor asp£ 
had the certainty of the gratification of hisPaf^ 
£bn with £uridic£ ^ fb char, without any 
further hefication, he told the Prince that his 
Will ihould be perforrtied, as foon as Ir£nb 
was retuicned from vifiting her lick Mother. 

Thu* far every thing went to the fa- 
tisfa^^iOQ of Arbanes and Erkestus, (who 
promii)bd themfeives prodigious Advantages 
by thefe Nuptiab) and to the fccret con-t 
teatment of Marmillio : But in the midft 
of thofe agreeable Reflexions, which the 
V i^eady Affent of Dor ass® had given them, 
there arofe aaobftacle which none of them 
had apprehended. Not all the State and 
Grandeui^ which attended this Alliance, 
could charm EuRiDDCE from^her firft Vows i 
||i$ gay and glorites Pcofped had na At* 
' ' traftionsj 
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traaiotts for her conftant Wilhcs 5 her Vir- 
%ir\- Heart J with her Virgin- F^^t/ww, were 
in the Prince's keeping ; and fhe thoUght ic 
more felicitous to continue in an obfcore 
Life, blefs d but by ftealth with his Endear- 
ments, than to blaze out in all the Pomp of 
Wealth and Titles, with any other Man 5 
and thought it nobler Pleafure to indulge 
herfelf in Guilt and fecret Infamy with him^ 
than (hate all Honours with a noble Hus- 
band. Inftead of receiving the news with 
fatisfadion, when Arbanes told her, that 
every thing was agreed on between Do- 
RASPE and himfelf, {he exprefled the moft 
bitter difcontent i reproached him as much 
as the Charader he bore, and her Obliga- 
tions to him would permit, of Cruelty, and 
want of Tendernefs, in going about to force 
her Inclinations 5 protefting, that Ihe would 
never make a Sacrifice of herfelf in that man- 
ner 5 nor would be influenced by any Con- 
iiderations to beftow her Perfon where it 
was impoffible for her to give her Heart.— 
It was in vain that both he and Ernestus 
urg'd the Advantages of fuch a Match, and 
fet before her eyes the Charms of Power 
and Greatnefs ; She was not to be moved, 
either by the Perfuafions of the one, or 
the Menaces which the other, on whom flic 
from her Childhood had been a dependant, 
made ufe of. But when he repeated to her 
(Qpie part of .theConvAfation he had had 

vith 
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withthePrincc^ and (he found that he alfo had 
approved of it } he, in whofe Love (he had 
fo much confidence^ as to imagine he would 
never be prevailed on to rclinquilh the Ti- 
tle (he had given him over her, j (he fell into 
Agonies which were very near depriving her 
of her Senfes5 (he raved, tore her Hair, 
exclaimed againft the Perjury and Ingrati- 
tude of Theodore, and curs'd her own too 
unbelieving Nature, in terms which con- 
firmed Arb ANES in what he before fufpeded, 
that fhe had been feduced by the Iniinua* 
tions of the Prince. Lefs troubled, how- 
ever, at her fall from Virtue, thail that the 
fondnefs of her Paffion made her%lind to 
the Intereft of her Family, in the alliance 
with DoRASPE, he took no notice to her 
of , the formeTy but exerted all the Poiftrer 
heTiad over her, both by Blood and Boun- 
ty, to oblige her to conlider the latter ^ as 
a reafonable Woman would do : but find- 
ing that Ale perltfted In obftinacy, and that 
all he faid to her fcem'd rather to flrengthen 
the Refolution fhe had taken of continuing 
in a fingle Life, he reported her Behaviour 
to the Prince \ adding withal^ that it was 
only from his own mouth that fhe wo^ld 
believe he had given his confent for her 
Marriage. Confcious of what had pafs'd 
between them, ^nd the Vows by which he 
had reduced her, fain would he have faved 
himfelf the (hock of appearing in this Af- 
fair i 
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ftir 5 but finding It was abfolntcly nccct 
fary, both for the eafing himfdf of the 
trouble of any future Diffimulation with 
hex, and accomplishing the Fromdre he bad 
ju&die toMA^MiLLio^whobutby this doubly 
Marri^e could be fet free from his Contrad 
widi Irene,/ be at laft cofifented, to go to 
the Houfe of Akbanes. Being brought in- 
to the Room where the unhappy Vidim 
of his inconftant Wiftiesfat, all drown'd in 
tears, and in a pofture which denoted the 
moildecp Defpair, Arbai^es withdrew^ as 
it were out of rcfpcft, but in reality to 
give him an opportunity of faying thofc 
tfhings« to her, which it might not be proper 
be fhould be witneft of. The fad and dc- 
jeftcd Air with wlikh flie received him, a 
Ikric mov'd his Soul 5 and fitting downjby 
her, and takrng one of her Hands with a 
Tcndcrncfs which was not wholly feigned, 
he imreated her to let him know the Caufe 
of tha« Melancholy in which he found her. 
Can you a«k that ijkidfhe. Ah, too lovcljf 
cruci Ptiaace ! ktyo^r own Heart inform yon: 
Reflet on your late Indifference, your vain 
Excuffesfor Abfertcej your Cbldnefs when, 
unable to live without your fight, I forc'i 
myifeM" into your prefence.-^—— Chi too fo- 
]&d a found^ioh, ^as ! were my Sufpicions 
built, which told me you were falfe, and I , 
undone.— Now you confirm even more 
than my worft fears fuggeftcd ?-— without 

a 
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9 Blaih avow Inconftancy, nor fetk Pre* 
fences for your Change of Hamoqr, but 
ihrQw mc from you as a thing unworthy? 
your regarcl' ^•^•"«' For by what fefter Term 
qm y^u call that Confent, which I am told 
you have giv^n for ray Marriage with Do^ 
RASP£> As thefe kind of Reproaches were 
the SalutatioQ he ex{>tfded from hcr^ fo he 
had prepared himfelif with Anfwers for 
than. Uh)uft Ev!RVS>iCEj faid hey to cen- 
fore that asNcgle£t which was only caus'd 
by the moft teader Care, * ■ ■■■The Prin- 
ce& began, my Dear^, to fu^A that fbme 
more powerful Call than ^iinefs drew mc 
fo often hither $ nor could I have conti- 
nued my frequent Vkfks, witboat porejudice 
to thy Reputation : Our Amour, which I 
would not have told thee but to clear my 
iielf> is already but too much whifper'd a- 
mong the Courtiers i and daily did I exped 
'twould reach Hyanthb's ears. -^-^ I therc- 
Ibi^e denied my loiiging Wifhes, for a time> 
the Bleffing of thy Lc^e, that I hereafter 
m^ight enjoy itfearlefsandfecure. Yet you 
would give .me to another ! interrupted fbe. 
Ah ! Prince, how ill do your ASticKis and 
your Words agree ! Have patience, fwect 
EuRiDiGE, refumedhe^ tili you have heard 
me out« I w^s about to tetl you, that I 
thought Heaven, in the Paflion of Doraspe, 
fent you the means to make yourfelf and 
me as happy as our mutual Circumftances 

could 
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could hope : A Wife has many Libertits^ 
^i^hich in the nicenefs of a Virgin'^State are 
not allowed s and if in new Embraces you 
find not Joys which may utterly obliterate 
thofe you have tafted in my once happy 
Arms, the Ceremony of Marriage has in 
it no Spell to hinder the EfFeds of Incli- 
nation.--— I am aHusband, yet love Eu- 
RipiCE 5 why then ftiould not fhe, when 
made a Wife, continue to blefs her Theo- 
PORE i Heavens! cr/djhe, how little de- 
licate are the Notions of Mankind ! How 
many Chambers do your Hearts contain 
for different Impreffions and Degrees of 
Paffion !—^But 'tis not fo in our too faith- 
ful Sex i one dear Idea tak^s up all the 
Soul, we have no room to entert^n ano- 
ther, and but with fcorn look down on 

thofe who would intrude. ^ No, Prince, 

purfued Jbe, 'tis you alone I love s nor can 
I think DoRASPE worthy my regard. I ask 
it not for him, replied the Prince ^ but would 
wifli you to have fo much for yourfclf, as 
not to forfeit the Benefits which this Alii- 
ance offers, for a romantick Whim ; a Chi- 
masra, which has no Being but in a diftem- 
per'd Imagination. *^ Caft yout Eyes 

round the Courts nay, examine the gene- 
rality of the married World, you will find 
infinitely more who for Convenience wed, 

than Love.^ Complaifancc is all that 

now-a-days is expected from a Husband s and 

good 
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good Conduft, to prcfcrvc her Repiitation> 
from a Wife. 

He then began to repeat to her thofc 
Arguments which Arbanes and Ernes- 
Tus had before made ufc of, to convince 
her of the Joys which Wealth and Gran- 
deur blefs'd the Pofleffors of them with ; 
but all he could urge on that head being 
inefFediual, he had again recourfe to Difli- 
mulation. And finding that fhe was proof 
againft all temptations but his Love; he en- 
deavoured to make it appear, that the only 
way to fecure that-, was to marry with Do- 
RASPE5 which, he faidy by taking away all 
fufpicion of their formcf Amour, would 
fecure the continuance of it.. And percei- 
ving; fhe ftill feem'd to doubt the finceri- 
ty of his Paffion, he omitted ttothing which 
might ferve to affure her, that it flaiped with 
the fame ardency as ever. And becaufc 
Words are look'd upon but as poor De- 
monftrations of a vigorous AfFcdion, he for- 
bore no A5tions which might make him 
feem poffefs'd of it. The Impatience he 
had of accomplifliing his Defign, which he 
found could be done no other way than 
by well-deceiving her, fupplicd the place 
of amorous Inclination 5 and thus agitated, 
flic found no difference between the warmth 
of his prcfent Careffes, and thofc which firft 
triumphed o'er her violated Chaftity : But 
ftill accompanying the highcft Raptures o^ 

I their 
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thcit mutual Endearments with ExprcflioM 

lUch as thefe My dear Euridice ! 

would he ^cry^ Heaven cannot give a Joy 

beyond thee* And then- Could 

I confent Dor aspe ftiould partake thefe Joys 
but to fecure the poflcffion of them to my 

felf ! Thus, in thofe very Tranfports 

which one would think ftiould moft dif- 
clofc, and lay open all the Soul, did he dif- 
guifc the Purpofes of his 5 and what was 
the efFcd of deep. Defign, feem'd artlefs 
Tendcrncfs, and unbiafs'd Love* 
. How cafy is it for the darling Objed of 
our AfFedions to prtfuadc us to almoft anjt 
thing, efpecially when we arc made to be* 
iievc the Arguments ufed to fcducc us, arc 
dictated by that Pafllon by which ourfclves 
are ruled. Rather than be deprived of the 
poflcffion of Theodore, (lie confentedto 
be poflfcfs'd by Doraspe, and afiured the 
I^rincc befojrc his departure, that flic would 
receive that Nobleman, when next he vi- 
fited her, as a Perfonftic intended to make 
her Husband. 

This Difficulty fo well got over, a new 
oneprefented itielf j Dorasp.e having writ 
to his Sifter concerning the defign he had 
of marrying her to Ernestus, he recei- 
ved an Anfwcr from her, which as foon 
as he had read, he communicated to the 
Prince j. the Contents of it were as fol- 
lows : • 

' . To 



To DORASPE. 

• 

Tl S impoffible for any Heart to be 
(cnfiblc of a moreperfedPleafurc 
than mine felt, at hearing my dearcft Bro- 
ther was returned in fafety to Carama- 
nia \ I jfeceived your welcom^ Letter with 
all the Tranfports which can attend the 
moft fineere AfFedion : but whatever fa- 
tisfaftion the beginning of it afforded mc> 
I foon found a confiderable Allay* I know 
not whether my Grief, or m^ Surprize, 
was nioft predominant, when I came to 
that part of it which acquainted ti^c you 
had made choice of a Husband for me 5 
and that the Man you thought worthy of 
that Alliance, was Ernestus* Had I re- 
ceived the news from any other hand, I 
fhould have teftified my disbelief by my 

difdaln. • Nothing btit yOurfelf could 

have convinced me, that you could fo far 
forget oiir Eirth, as to look^on the Son 
of Arbanes as a fit Match for the Sifter 

of DoRASPE. To what motive can I 

afcribe fo ftrangc an alteration in your 
Humour ? For fain wotild I fuppofc it any 
thins; rather than Unkindnefs, or a defire 
of throwing off that Care you have fo 
often promised Ihould end not but with 
Life 5 and with which I have been hi- 
therto fd blcfs'd, that I ne'er knew a Fa- 

I a ' ther s 
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thcr's Lofs. It is with the utmoflr 

Gratitude, Sir ! I acknowledge the pad Be- 
nefits I have received from your brotherly 
Affedion and Indulgence 5 nor fhould any 
thing on my part be wanting to teftify 
the juft Scnie I have of all your Good- 
nefs; not even in this, the moft difficult, 
and alfo moft exceptionable Command 
you could lay on me, would I refufe 
obedience, were the grant of it in my 
power : But, alas ! my Heart has been fiif- 
ceptible of a Paffion, which is too uni- 
verfal not to be forgiven in a Perfon of 

my Years.- In fine, Marmillio 

has woo'd, and won me 5 I am his by Co- 
Icmn Conrrafl: ; we arc confirmed to each 
other by Obligations too ftrong to be 
difpenfed with 5 and to go about to part 
us, would be to ad in oppofition to ail 
the Laws of Heaven and Earth. — —But I 
have much to fay to you on this ac- 
count 5 too much, indeed, and too ma- 
terial to be trufted to Paper. ~— — I 
fhall, therefore, defer it till I am happy 
enough to fee you, which I hope will 

be in a few days. — My Mother's 

Indifpofition has almoft left her. 

Soon as her recovery is compleated, I 
will hiften to intreat your pardon for 
having proceeded thus far without ac- 
quainting you. -; — -In the mean time, I 

\, ' , ' hope 
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^ hope you will fufpend your but too juft 
^ Pilplealufc, and believe me ever, 

Jour moji AffeSiionate Sifter y 

Obliged Friend^ and 

Obedient Servant ^ 

Irene, 

The Prince noiv found that what Mar- 

MiLLio had told him concerning the Dii- 

pofition of this Lady, was no more than 

truth i but as this was an Impediment, 

which he could not but expeft, he was the 

better prepared to oppofe it. He told Do- 

RASPE, in giving him bacic the Letter, that 

if the Relolutions he had lately taken, were 

to be moved by the ill-grounded Paffion 

of aWomanwhp knew not her own In- 

tereft, he muft not take it upkindly 5 that 

tho' he made Marmillzo his Brother, that 

Confideration would be too weak to pro^ 

te£b him from his Rcfentment. He has 

offended me, faid he^ in a manner which 

I cannot pardon, without an Injufticc to my 

felf.- And if Irene marries him, 'tis 

probable that it muft be in Exile only flic 
will have the opportunity to enjoy her Hus- 
band. Thefe words, pronounced with the 
utmoft Earneftnefs, join'dto what had been 
faid before, and the late Behaviour of the 
Prince to th^t fecmipgly difgraced Favourite^ 
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made Dor^spe not doubt the finccrity of 
them, and fearing to become a Partner in 
the Royal Difpleafure, foigot nothing which 
might teftify he merited not to incur it ; he 
cxprefs'd himfelf in the moft bitter Terms, 
both againft Marmillio and Irene alfo, 
for having enter'd into an Engagement of 
that nature, without having firft confulted 
him 5 and concluded with repeated Affevc- 
rations, that nothing in his power fhould 
be wanting to make her alter her Refolu- 
tion> which if (he ftill perfifted in, he would 
never fee her more, nor contribute in the 
leaft to her fupport. After giving the Prince 
all the Aflurances he was able, he retired 
to his own Apiartment, to prepare a Letter 
for her, which Ihoold acquaint her with the 
prefent Pofition of MarmIli^io's Affairs, 
and his own determination, . if flie conti- 
nued refradory to his Deiigns, 

While MARMILL.IO was thus happy in 
thcfincere Endeavours of his Prince to free 
him from Irene, he was no. lets fortunate 
in his Defigas on Arilla s a,nd in a few 
Hours after the receipt of his, fhe fcnt him 
the following reply. 

T(?. M ARMILl. lO. 

« 

^ XHave too much Sincerity in my own 
^ Jj^ Nature to believe the contrary in an- 
' other, without very great Appearances i 
* * ' • ' that 
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^ that there were fuch on your account,your- 

* felfconfeflesj and if you believe I loV'd, 
^ as I have given but too convincing Proofs 
^ I do, you fhould have undeceived me 
^ fooner 5 and if there be any thing now 

* remaining to make me doubt your Truth, 
^ 'tis, that you fhould tbus long . fuftain In- 
' quietudes, which it was in your power 
^ fb cafity to be freed from, and of which 
^ you muft be certain I endur'd at leaft an 

^ equal Portion.- Can any thing be 

' more terrible, than to fuppofe Ingrati-* 
^ tude and Falihood in the Perfon one fin- 
^ cerely loves ?* To wifti to hate, yet 

^ find all the Efforts one can make inef-- 

* feftual to attain that Paffion ? '- — AH 

^ this my anxious Soul has labout'd un* 

* der 5 ought I not then to repay it in fome 

* meafure ? Should I not majcc this Re- 

* conciliation more diificult to be accom- 

^ plifti'd > And let you know the Tor- 

^ tures of Sufperice, as I have thofc of ill- 
^ requited Love and Tendernefs abus'd ? — 
f Moft fulre I am, I ought to do fo ; but 
f though I am of a Humour nicely juft to 
^ others, I am too liable to forget what is 
^ owing to myfelf : nor have I enough the 

* power of difguiflng the Pailions of my 

* Soul, not to let you know that I receive 

* this Evidence of your Integrity with a 

* Joy, which no Exprcffions of it can make 
f you comprehend : but if you are at lei- 

I f J fore 
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' furc this Evening, to make a Vifit at that 

* Houfe which was before dcfigned cpr 

* Scene of Happinefs^ my Behaviour (hall 

* demonllrate with how ardent a Paflion I 

! am 

My Dear Marmillio's 

•Eternally Deyoted 

Arilla. 

Mean and enervate would be all Defcrip- 
tion of what this now tranfported Lover 
iclt, at but the Profpeft of approaching 
Blifs ; much more, when at the appointed 
time he was in the real Poffcffion of it : 
the experienced Reader's Imagination alone 
can do Juftice to Extafies, which he will 
own beyond the reach of Words. Buried, 
therefore, in the tumultuous Tranfport, let 
us leave hini for a ^hilc, and return to 
the enamour'd Prince, who was in daily 
apprchenfion of being eternally, dcpriv'd 
of thofe Felicities his Favourite en joy 'd,^ in 
the fupremcft manner that Youth and mu- 
fual Defice could yield. 

As jiiuch as poffible had he delayed Jiis 
Anfwer to the Anatolian Ambafladors on 
the Bufinefs they were fent on from their 
King ; but no longer being able to find any 
]Excufcs to Retain ?hcm, he was at laft 
oblig'd to deliver his Dispatches. They 
j/cre now preparing for their departure, 

and 
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and IsMONDA at her wits ends for aPretcncc 
to ftay behind them. Hyanthe had al- 
ready given her confent, nor could the 
Prince interpofe, without giving too plain a 
Propf how deeply he was intereftcd in it. 
The melancholy Hours thefe Lovers now 
pafs'd together, was proportion-d to tho 
height of Happinefs they had en joy 'd, while 
no intruding Fears of reparation embittcr'd 
the Extafy of rewarded Tendcrnefs, Is- 
MONDA^ to her other Vexations, had that 
added of being deprived of Marmillio, 
from whofe apt Invention and Advice, (he 
might have hoped fome Relief from the prc- 
fent exigence 5 (he durft not publickly 
countenance him for fear of dilbbliging 
the Prince, with whom Ihe, as well as the 
reft of the Court, believ'd him in difi?racc : 
and Theodore was now perpetually with 
her, that fhe had not an opportunity of en- 
tertaining him in private. But it was not 
fo with her impatient Lover j he fail'd not 
to communicate the Misfortunes which 
threatened the profecution of his tove ta 
him, and conjure him to ufe his utmoft 
Efforts for finding out fome Stratagem by 
which he might prcferve this Darling of his 
Soul. It is not to be doubted but that M ar- 
MiLLio exerted his utmoft skill to requite 
the Obligations he had lately received from 
the Fricndrtiip of the Prince, and to render 
bioirclf worthy of his reftorcd Confidence } 



- C"0 

yet coul4 not all his Subtilty find any Expe- 
dient which had the profpcd of Succels. 
Never were any Pcrfons involv'd in ■ a 
more perplcx'd l^ikntma than were thefe 
three; but by what means they were extri- 
cated from it, and who had the Glory of 
inventing it, I IHall, at another opportuni- 
ty, faithfully relate. 



T^e End of the Second Tart, 
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H E Day prefixed for t^c depar- 
ture of the Anatolian AmDaf- 
fadors being very near at hand> 
not only Theodore, butMAR- 
MiLLio alfo, having fo great 
an Intcrcft in prcferving himfclf in" the 
Favour he had lately regained, were al- 
moft diftraded to find, that on cool Con- 
fideration, every Stratagem that either of 
them could invent for the detaining of Is- 
MONDA, appeard imprafticable : but tho* 
neither of them wanted Cunning nor Arti- 
fice, yet in the Affairs of Love, that Lady 
gave an Inftancc, that no Subtiity can vie 
with that of Woman's, when refolute to 
obtain her Pupppfc. 

Adrastus had a Brother, who, by being 
born fomeYears before him, deprived him of 
a very greatTitle, hereditary to the elder Sons 
of that Family 5 but thd' the Dignity was 
infeparablc frpm his Birth, there appeared 
even from his Childhood an incapacity of 

ma- 
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managing the Eftatc which was to defccnd 
with it i and when arrived at maturity, dit 
cover d fuch firange Caprices in his Humour, 
as might very well paft for the efFeds of 
Idiotifm or Frenzy: The Father, therefore, 
in his laft Teftamcnt, wifely bequeathed his 
Lands to him who feem'd moft- worthy of 
them, leaving the other a fniall Annuity, 
fuificient indeed to keep Kim from want, 
but far from a competency of fupporting 
him in a manner proportionable to the Ho- 
nours of his Rank. Clotus, for that was 
the Name of this unhappy Noblemart, was 
iijuch lefs concerned for this Misfortune than 
bis Friends were for him 5 he had no No- 
tions of Grandeur or Reputation, and ha<> 
ving it in his power to indulge his Appetite 
in thofc thingp he delighted in, which were 
chiefly catipg arid drinking, not voluptu- 
oufly, but in larger quantities than is con- 
fiftent with Moderation i he little rcgardr 
ed what the World faid of him, or envy'd 
the auguft Figurp of hi? younger Brother. 
Never had he attenipted tp difturb him in 
the peaceable enjoyments of tffofe Jlevc* 
nues which were his by Birthright, had not 
the frequent Import:unitips of almoft as 
many as were acquainted with him, in a 
manner compelled him to do it ; and more 
to get rid of their Admonitions, than to 
gratify any Defire of his own, he at laft ' 
confented tP have rccourfe to Law, sind put 

Adras- 
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Adrast.Ds to the proof of the juftice of 
their Father's Will. Tedious, and prodi- 
gious expenfive on both fides was this Con- 
troverfyj^ the Decifion lying wholly on the 
Queftion, If C/^/«j' ought, or ought' not to 
be ttrm'd an Idiot. Many ridiculous In- 
ftances of his Folly were made known in 
Court, but whether fufficicnt to bring him, 
ftriftly fpeaking, under that denomination, 
the Judges of the Caufc confefs'd them- 
felves at a lofs, and from time to time de*> 
ferr'd their Sentence, and demanded yet 
Jonger Confideration, and more fubftantial 
Proofs. One very great Reafon of their 
ading in this manner, one may, without be* 
ing guilty of an Injury to any body, impute 
to the great Intereft of Adrastus 5 the ap- 
prehenfion of offending the King in the 
Perfon of his Favourite, no doubt, had 
an Influence over thofe, who from him had 
received the Power of infpeding into this 
Affair. To add to this, Adrastus was in 
poffeffion, Clotus but fued tobefo, and 
could not make thofe prefent Gratifications 
for Favours done him, which his Brother 
cou'd. — From the generous and obliging 
Difpoiition of the one, there was every 
thing to be hoped, nothing from the mean 
and degenerate Nature of the other.- 
Adrastus had the favour of his Superi- 
ors, and wasbclov'dby hisEquals; Clotus 
kept no Company but with thofe beneath 

hiinr 
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him, delighting himfclf ottly in Viilgair 
Converfation, and filch, as having a dcpcn=- 
dance dn him^ bore ivith his Caprices, and 
humour'd his Folly. The moft difintereftfcd 
part of Mankind confefs'd the excellent 
Qualifications of At>RASTt;si merited inore 
than he enjoy 'd, and the greateft Sticklers 
for Hereditary Right, c6uld not fbrbeat 
avowing that they thought it a great pity 

that Clotus had that Plea. All thefc 

Confiderations, together with the unufual 
prolongation of the Procefs, oblig'd fomc 
of the greateft Men in the Kingdom to in- 
terpofe between them, and endeavour to 
bring both the Brothers to terms of Accom* 
modation. Adrastus was: prevailed on to 
double the Annuity left by his Father's Will 5 
and the other having, bcfides his natural 
avcrfion to Bufinels, experienced thofe 
Wants as well as Fatigues which attend a. 
ncceflitous Profecution, was glad, at any 
rate, to drop it, and readily accepted the 
Propofals inade to him by the Mediators- 
Thofe who had flattered thcnafelves with the 
hope of making Fortunes out of the Eftate 
when in the poffeffion of Clotus, finding 
their Defigns defeated by this Agreement, 
Went another way to work, which was to 
perfuade him to marry : they knew that if 
he had a Son born in Wedlock, all the Pre- 
tences which ADRASTUScou'd make, would 
not be loofc'd upon as fufficient to debar the 

Child 



( 127 ) 

Child frdm inheriting the Eftatc of his Art*! 
Ccftors i and to that end, Women were in» 
ttoduced to his Acquaintance, adorri'd and 
recommended to himN in fuch a manner^ 
as they thought moft likely to win him to 
their purpofc : More than once was he very 
near falling into the Snare prepared for him> 
and it was as much as all the good Manage^ 
incnt of Adrastus could do, to favc him 
from btcoming the Husband of one \vh6 
liv*d by Prdftitution, and was brought to 
him by fome of thofe Creatures he madd 
choice of for Companions, as a Lady of 
Quality^ 

In this pofturc flood the Affair, when 
IsMONDA left the Kingdom of Anatolia j 
and having learned from the Lords fcnt in 
Embafly, that there had been little Altera- 
tion fince her Departure : Love, ingenious 
in Invention, hclp'd her, out of this, to 
form a plauiible Excufe for delaying her 
return. The Head of the Magi (which are 
a fort of fecular Pricfts, who, by their 
Fundion, arc deny'd to marry) being late* 
ly dead, flic told the Prince that he muft 
rcferve that Honour for a Friend of hers^ 
who {he would fend for to receive it : And, 
faid fhe, becaufe I know fuch high Places, 
are not conferred without fome view of 
Intereft, even by the Sovereign himfelf, I 
will offer a Bribe, which I hope my dcarcft 
Theodore will not think an inconfidcrable 

one : 
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one : It is, purfued Jhe, looking on him 
^ith Eyes which feemd fir earning with 
^efirey the Affurance of continuing thoic 
J6ys, you fay, are in my power to give. 
The amorous Prince could not hear that 
(he had even a thought of tarrying with 
him, without expreffing himfclf in terms 
the moft rapturous and endearing : but giv- 
ing truce to them much fooner than elfc 
he would have done,, to ask how the grant 
of what (he demanded could be of fervicc 
to their Love 5 (he gratify 'd his impatient 
Curioiity, by letting him into the Difpo- 
fition of Clotus, and the continual Fean 
Adrastus was involved in on the accouiit 
of that unhappy Brother, left he Ihould 
prevail'd on to marry to the Difgrace ol 
their noble Family, and the Ruin of his 
Hopes, She then named Clotus as the Per- 
fon (he defir'd fliould be chief of the Magi 
in Caramania : 1 know not, /aid fhe, if - 
he will accept it, but my appearing as an I 
Interceflbr gives me an Excufe for flaying, \ 
which will be lefs fufpeded than any I can 

inake. — 'T would be endlefs to repeat 

the Retributions made her by the tranfport- 
ed Prince, for this Teftimony of the zea- 
lous Inclinations fhe had to remain with 
him 5 he prais'd her Love, her Wit, the 
Obligations he had to her, in terms which 
demonftrated the Senfe he had of them. 
JSfcvcr had he been more charm'd with her 

than 
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than ^t this inftant^ and neve^ liad (he re^ 
ceivcd njore ardent Proofe of the Sincerity 
of his 1?aiIV>n, than thofc which he pow 
gave her. Their mutual Extafy indulged^ 
fhcy begaa to confult in what method the/ 
ihould proceed' in this Affait, fo as the turn 
luight i^oc appear too quick, and rendtt 
tljc Defign of it liable to Conjedure : and 
>|: was included, that Hyanthe (hould 
Isk this^ as fhe had jbeen in every thing 
lelfe^ b^ Bi^d^ the Property. Ismonda> 
after prepar^qg her i>y fom^c neceffary 
ProfeflJioas of Tendernefs and Friendfhip, 
fhoHid entreat her to iollicit her Husband 
for this. Place for Clotu^ ; which he at laft 
(hpuld gram, tho' with a kind oif Reluc- 
tance, and, ^? it were, wholly to oblige 
the Princefs. Ismonda doubted not of fuc- 
jcpeding wit^ that eafy -tempered Lady, who 
ibe knew would take her deiiresof (laying 
mCarankmia^ as the Effed pf Love to her ; 
fuad as ibpn as that Excefs of Fondnefs^ with 
\^hich at this time both feem'd animated, 
would give them leave to fcparate, fhc went 
to the ipyal Apartment to put in execution 
the Stratag-em fhc had contrived 5 and he 
rctir'4 to his Clofet, where he ferit for Mar- 
MJLhhio, not only to communicate to him 
^ .the Kindnefs of Ismonda, but alfo to dif- 
€purfe with him on other Affairs of almoft 
equal moment to hijs Peace . 

K He 
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fe6rc him in fccrctj they xmbtaccA and 
parted. 

But with what Annies of Mind the fond 
Arilla received the news of ^hcr Lover's 
Baniflimcnt, is fcarce to be imagined 5 he 
endeavoured to comfort her in vain, Ihe 
gave way to the Violence of hci: Cricf, 
fhc fear'd for him'^nd for hcrfelf i-^^ — (he 
trembled, left tlic Rage of ^offended So- 
vereign fhould proceed yet farther 5 fhe knew 
not but he might be going to an eternal 
Exile, or perhaps be permitte4 to xeturo, 
but on terms more criiel. — r-Slxe doubted 
aifo the Force of hfx own Charms, and 
could not flatter herfelf with ah AiTurance, 
that in abfencjc they would maintain their 
power.—— —Nothing could be more ten- 
der and moving, than were her Adjurations 
of Fidelity, nor than the In^precations he 
made, if ever he prov'd falfe.^—:- Loving 
her with fo real a Paffion as he at that 
time did, it was as much as he )C0ul4 do to 
leftrain himfelf from letting her i^jito the 
whole Myftcry of his pretended Banifb- 
ment^ and had it niDt been that the Sc- 

.cret of his Prince was mingled with, his 
own, 'tis proi?al?le he had. given her that 

. Demonftratipn, how much his Soul was 

hers. He told her, however, the Place 

of his defign'd Retreat, affuring her he would 
write frequently, and entreating fhe would 
bfe as pundu^l in her Anfwcrs. 

Having 



Having taken his hrc^cll of Arilla,' 
he went toLtJTETiA, who believing ever/ 
thing he did, was eaus'd by the Gare the 
Prince had of her Reputation, made no 
Objediofts to her renroval 5 wiikh Mar- 
MiLLio eontriv'd to be to a place, Wh^rc 
there w^ no Company amortg whom it 
tjras fuppos'd fhe could liiake a Confidante, 
Then, after having taken afolemn leave of 
all his Friends, he departed on his voluntas 
iy Barilfhttietit. 

This feciEriing Difpkafui^e of the Prince; 
againft a Man who had- been fo |)uWickl^ 
known his grcateft Faycurite, oceafion^'d 
much Speculation among the Courtiers; 
feme impnted the Caufe to one thing, fomc 
to another, but not one among them had 
any fafpicion of the Truth. IsMO]sri>A was 
extremely furprizj'd at it, and more than 
once intreated to be informed of what was 
fo puzzling to every body i but Theodore, 
(as by what Bas been faid of his Behaviour to 
ExTRiDiCE, may eafiiy be believ'd) *knew 
how, in thepiidft of Raptures, topreferve 
Difcrettoii,'*^ and would not fiiffer himfelf 
to be prevatfd on to explAin the Myftery, 
tvading giving any dired aitf^er to the In- 
terrogatories flie made him ; and only told 
her, that h6 found him too prefuming on 
the famtiHarity with which lie had treated 
}lim/ and forbad hirhthcGourtto'^let him 
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fee he fiood in no need of that ServUe on 
w)ii<;h he had too much valu d himfdf, 1$^ 

MONDA, Whofc SufpicionS of ifURIDICl^ 

were not yet cxtinft, fet it down in her own 
Mind for a certainty, that he was difcarded 
for no other reafon than to ma)ce room foj: 
Ari&ake;s, becaufe that was the only Mo<» 
live which fhe imagined the Pringc would 
have con?eard from her. The Advice, how- 
e cr^ that MARMii:fLjo had given her, to^ 
gether with the intended Marriage of her 
Rival, enabled her to refrain giving any 
marks of Jealoufy 5 and perceiving all the 
Difcourfe of Mar mill 10 was im welcome, 
fhe forbore to fjpeak any more pjc iiim till a 
iittpi: ppportunity fliould offer for an at- 
tempt tp make his Peace, which fhe very 
much wifh'd to bring about, believing him 
whplly in her Interefl, and that fhe might in 
him havg a yigil^nt Obf(?f vcf of th^ P^incc^s 
Adions. 

'Jhu? was Deceit: eithpr to attain or con- 
peal thpir fcyeral Dcfigns, on every fide 
jnade iife of. The Princefs and I)oraspe 
were thp only Pcffons made Properties of^ 
without returning thflmppfitiprii the for- 
mer pf them truly ipying Ismonda, wa$ 
glad pf jn opportunity tp detain her, wjth- 
Q\it obligirig her tp infringe the Duty qf her 
matrimQniaiypw,and with the utmpft Good- 
'^»?H??i and' Sincerity^ attured I^r (hp 
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.would cKCrt her Imcrcft with the Prince for 
conferring on Clotus the Honour fhe re- 
quefted for him. And the other, wholly 
taken up and devoted to tho Charms of 
EuRiDiCE, had not Icifure to infped into 
the fecret Reafons which tnov'd the Prince 
to appear do zealous for th? marriage of 
Ernestus with Irene j and the Banifli* 
ment of Marmjllio, confirming what the 
Prince had told him, he thought it alfp 
as much to the prejudice of Irene herfelfy 
to think of him for a Husband^ as the ma- 
king him fo> would be to the accomplifh- 
ment of his own Defigns on Euridicb. 
He therefore wrote to her a fecond time, 
acquainting her with the prefent pofture of 
Affairs i and mingling fome Menaces with 
his Perfuaiions, to oblige her to confent, to 
that which he imagined was. the only means 
to eUablifli both his and her own Happinefs. 

IsMOMDA was all this while bufily em« 
ploy'd in her Sollic;tations for the Bro)ther of 
Adrasxus 5 there was no body who feem'd 
to have any Intercft with the Prince or 
Princefs, that (he did not engage to back tier 
InterceiSons : but the former,, , as was 
agreed between thep, £tiU evaded any. po^ 
^tive deterinination, and continued neither 
granting, nor xefufing, till the Eve before 
that Day |ia w^ich the AmbDi&dors were to 
depart iioxdQaramania, Th^y waited^^n 
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her at her Apartment, to kttbw her ft.efi^ 
lution concerning accompafifying tfeetn 5 to 
which fhc reply 'd, That being ncgotiatirig nA 
Affair of the grcateft Importance to her 
Husband, which not bdn^ ' yet aeeom- 

gifh'd, (he could' riot, withoiit' in iirrepara*- 
c detriment to their mutiiral In^efifft, icav^ 
ii in Sitfpenci: but in treated they w6tiM 
deliver a Letter to him, the Contents whcirtf- 
V£ were in this riiahner. 

T^ iny dedf Adr Aisfus. - 

• » 

^T TOW grieved am I, <hat I cannot 
' JLjL g*^^ ^^^ Proof of my Love and 

* Duty whi^h ydu require of mie, withotlt 
^ biiing guiky'c^ a Pre| udiee f 6 your Intcrdft, 

* which would be more unpai^donaWe thah 
^ the fedmifllg Unkindncfs <rf thi^ Abfence, 

* My faithful Heart, ever anxious for yOtrr 

* cafe, has found the means, 1 'hope, to 
^ put an eternal period to thoft Ajpprehen- 
i /tons you ha^e! 16wg laboured iirider, 6f the 
' Marriage of yotir degenerate Brothet; 
' Among the uonumber'dpbli^Scsis I hav^ 

* received frbrti thegdodnefs of ou* excellent 

* Prineefs^ Ihfc^has taken the' Affair between 
'you and GLotns into Cottfideratldii^ and 

* inacle H the Bullhefs of riiatiy diays; to foi- 
^ licite her' Royal Coiifort fdr ^roViditt^ 
f fo^ him i>-i maiitt<?r whfch^Vi^lH^tiot tak<: 



* iwtfjr, but rather 2tdd to the Horiour of hi^ 
^ illuftrious Birth, and at thd fame time 

* rid you of ^tbojfi: Fears you arc continually 

* involved inon his account -;-r^— The Head 

* 6f the Magi i$ lately deadV and that our 
'* Brother may fitccced him, illie exerts her 

* utmoft Intereft i the Grant is not yet ab- 

* folutcly given, but I am in daily expefta?- 
^ tion of the i?rince's acceding to what 

* The fo eameftly defires of him.-— -Should 
^ I leave Caramania till this is quite com- 
^ pleated, cnbug;h there are who would ufci 

* their utmoft endeavours to make an ad-^ 

* Vantage of mry abfence for procuring the; 
^ Honours which attend this Poft^j either fo? 
^ tfjemfelvcs or t^riends.— Judge now, my, 
^ for-ever-lov'd Ai>ftjkSTXJ$, if. you have 

* r^fon to accufe me of want of Tender- 
^' nefs, \vhena11'my Thoughts are taken up, 
^ tirith fhidyiilg' your FeKcityt be you a& 
^ careful on your part, and infpire fuch 

/ Notions into, the Breaft of Clotxj&, as 
*^{hall make hin^ willing; to receive a. far,, 
^■'vttdr fo i[dvaritag^^^ himfelf, and 

,^ which fixes yoii in fb entire a. Security^ 
*" 'from iany future Troubles bri his fcore.— tts. 
^' I'fhafl fay Nothing in return tq what yoi{ 
^ fccra ttt hint ki, of the little^ Aj:tifices made 
^ tifcdf by (pn>e.*bafc DetrajE^pr?,. to blaft 
^ yny Reput^ion'5 ttiy Conduct will.fufit-- 
f ckntly vkidicate my Innocence tO the diA 
I ^in|e5cftc4 World, as the nobler Proofs i 

^^^ ' "^ !pive 
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< give my Tcndcrncfs, will, I hope, fatisfy 
^ you, that I am. 

With the utmoft Sincerity, 

My dear Adrastus, 

Your truly AfFeftionate Wife, 

Faithful Friend, 

and moft Obedient Servant, 

ISMONDA. 

P, S. ' Soon as the Affair of Clotu« 
« can be accomplifli'd, and he is arrived in 

< Caramania^ and fettled in his Poft, exn 
^ peft to receive a Wifej who, by the 

* Teftimoiiics ftie gives you of her Concern 

* for you in abfcnce, ought more to endeac 

* hericlf ' to your Affedions and Efteem, 

* than by all the little Fondneffes of her 
^ Sex when prcfcnt. Once more, dearcft 

* of Mankind, Adieu* 

Scarce ever had Ismonpa known a greater 
Contentment, than that fhe felt at feeing 
thcfe Ambafladors depart without hf r 5 nor 
could any thing have afforded more feli-^ 
citous Reflexions to Theodorb ; a while 
did both enjoy ah unintcrruptcii Scene of 
Pleafure, but Fortune^ to let them fee her 
Power was abfolute, raifed them up pew 
Troubles, at a time when they thought 
dieinfelves moft fecutCp 
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Aridanor was one of the chief of the 
Caramanian Lords, and on the account of 
his high Birth, vaft PoiTeffions, and pcrfonal 
Accomplilhments, was held in the greateft 
cftecm of any of the Noblemen of that 
Principality. He had been married fome 
Years to a Lady whom, his Inclination only 
had raifed to that Honour^ fhe being far 
inferior to him in £xtra£tion, and the Goods 
of Fortune ; they had liv'd together in a 
perfcft Amity, nor was there any thing in 
his Behaviour which denoted the leaft Dc^ 
viation from that Efteem, which led him 
firft to make choice of her for a Wife : 
iBut how uncertain is the Heart of Man I 
On how weak a Foundation is the Happi- 
nefs of that Woman built, which depends 
upon the Faith of that inconftant and ever-r 
yarying Sex i The once-admired Beauties of 
Barsina, for that is the Name of his Wife, 
were forgot in the Rcflcdion of thofe Is- 
MONUA feem'd poflcfs'd of j aad tho', ia 
reality, lefs lovely than the other, to the 
ch^ng'd Humoiu: of Aridanor appeared 
beyond compare,- — Long had he in fecret 
languifh'ds net Charader and Behaviour 
jlruck him with an Awe, which would not 
fuffer him to reveal his Paflionj and, diffi- 
ipult as it is to fmother Deflj?c, he xon* 
Cfaled his fo well, that even. the f/ir In* 
jTpirer was ignorant of the Con^ueft (h^ 
had gain'd; but with what iiicxpreilible 

la* 
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Inquietudes he obt^in'c! this Mattery 6vcr 
-himfelf, tliofc only wha h^Vc ffelt the tiike, 
drc capable of conceiving : tho* hopekfs of 
Sticcefsi the bufy Flame would not, how- 
ever, fuffcr him to reft 5 * he was a diligent 
Obferver of all the Wotds and* Adlions of 
IsMONDA i he had Spies about her where- 
cvcr flie went, and to wlatch 'about her A- 
partment, and bring him Intelligence of 
what ever Viftts flie received: 'Vet (b cautious 
tvas (he. in her Amour> that for a great 
while his Afliduity fervid but more to con- 
firm him in the Opinion the whole Court 
had of her Virtue 5 and he ' was about giv- 
ing over the vain Purfuit of finding any 
thing which might encourage him to hopfe 
flic had the leaft Propenfity to intrigue; 
.when Chance prefcnted him with a *Dif- 
c6very, which not all his Induftry could 
fupply him with. 

The lEvening before the departure df 
the- Andtatian Ambaffadors, the , Princefs 
MVe a Iplcndid Entertainment and Ball at 
Her own Apartment r.ARrDAiTOR Was one 
of the iritii:ed Guefts 5 and never had he 
thought Is jvroNP A more lovely, than he 'did 
that night. 'A thong the dazling Aflenably 
of Beauties; ^hicJh leem'd each to ftrive 
who fnould: cktd her fair Cc)temp6rarics'iii 
Magpiflccnce; tjf Apparet, and Blaze of 
jfewek, (hcalohc* attracted Ijis lEyesi ^nd^ 
liKethi^Sunv with* a fupitriorBrightncfs^ c- 
'' • clipfcd 
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clip^d the Shine of any other CKarms.^ 
It being cuftomary in fuch places, for the 
young Ladies and ^objemea tp retire no\^ 
arid then in little parties ipto the adjacent 
Rooms, in order to enterwih one another 
with greater freedom than. rWds. becoming 
in the royal Prcfencc i Ajiipanor, not 
to feem particularly grave, did as he faw 

others do, apd.as hirofelf ha4 been ufi:4 
tp behave, but always took the ofportunity 
of going whcq Rmonda was abfcnt : btjt 
having more IncUhatiop to indulge his own 
Reflexions, than enter into any Converfttiou 
which would . dcjprlve jiim, of the pleafixre 
pf cootcmplatii)^ the Beauties of Ismonda, 
he withdrew into, a, Ropw *^hicb he iaw 
entirely ' frcQ from Company > wd throwing 
himfclf .into, an eafy Chair, igave a. loofc 1:9 
.Thoughtj 5h4.to the labfjuriag Piiquietc 
of his o'er-burthcn'd SouL But hp had not 
heen there .maiw monaents^ . befpre he fa w 
i&MoNPA. p^fs iwiftly by hiyi: he followed 
her, with hfs^ Eyes^ and/ti^ probable bad 
done fo wi^f^ ipj ^Stejpp, h^^ he not fecn tlie 
IPrincp,, ^hp, on fome occafion, was jjuft 
tJhen ' coming , * (put of. the Drawing-room s 
and Imeetii^g Ismonda, cry'd tp her in a , 
low Voice, ^et loud enough for the afto- 
^nifhed Liftner x6 hear. My Angel ! my ever- ^ 
lafting Charmer ! how infinitely furpa fling 
all thy Sex beftde is thy Perfe£iioo ! A 
tender Prcflure of her Hand, atud languifh- 

ing 
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ing Glance accompany'd this Exprcffion^ 
and perhaps had been fucceeded by others 
of the fame nature, if the fame Inftant a 
Crowd of Gentlemen had not been com- 
ing that way. Aridanor foUow'd IsMoif- 
0A, unfeen oy her, into the Drawing-room, 
more perplexed and confounded in his 
Mind, than can be well imagined 5 he feat- 
fed himfelf oppofite to her, and could not 
look on her, without the Confufion of his 
Thoughts fliowing itfelf as vifibty in his 
Face, as would have appeared in hers, had 
fhc been fenfible of the Difcovery he had 
made 5 but Security fupplying the place of 
Innocence^ (he; look'd not guilty, becaufe 
not confcioift fhe was thought fo.—— — 
Never did Paffions war with greater Vchc- 
i^ence, than in the Bofom of this amazed 

Lover- He found 'twas true that the a- 

dorable Objcft of his AfFeftions was not 
infenfible of an amorous Inclination 5 but 
then he found alfo they were already de- 
voted, devoted to a Prince, whofc Proper- 
ty it was a kind of Treafon to invade. 

Tho' there had not been time for her to 
reply in words to that tender Salutation with 
which Theodore had accofted her^ yet he 
cafily perceiv'd by her manner of receiving 
it, as well as by the Air with which he 
ipoke, that he was not a Lovet in the ftate 
of Hope, but of Poffeffion. He now ex- 
perienced the Pangs which jealous Rage in- 

fliftsi 
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Aids J and this Difcovcry being far from 
making iny abatement in his Paflion, whit 
^hc endured, is fcarce to be conceiv'd. 

The natural Courage of his Sex,, however, 
got at laft the V&bory over the meaner E- 
motions with which lie had been agitated : 

*- and no longer being pofiefs'd by that 

Awe which had hitherto refhrain'd him from 
declaring himfelf, he refolved to do it the 
iirft opportunity^ which fhouM offer; and 
tho' almofl: hopelefs of Succefs, imagined he 
fliould find fome Eafe in giving vent to the 
fecrct Anguifli of his Soul. Being fixed in 
this Determination, he kept continually a- 
bout the Cpurt ^ and inftead of viftting at 
the Prince's Apartment, as he was accus- 
tomed to do, he now paid all his Devoirs 

at that of the Princefs. -There he every 

day faw Ismonda^ talk'd to her in general 
'Converfation with other Ladies, but for a 
great while endeavoured in vain the means 
of entertaining her alone. The Difappoint- 
ment was indeed in great meafure owing 
to himfelf 5 for ever fmce he had been fen- 
iible of her Amour with the Prince, he 
had taken lefs pains to conceal the Inclina- 
tions he had for her 3 no more with diftant 
humble Reverence did he approach her, 
with fierce Defire his fparkling Eyes now 

blazed. -— All his Difcourfe was on 

the Force of Love, and in her prefencc 

breathed noticing but the wanton God. 

Not 
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Not one who heard him but plainly faw 
the Agitations with which he was poJTeis'jl, 
and feme there were, who wifhed thcm- 

felves the occafion. ^Ismonda pteicptly 

perceived tlfc change of hi? Behaviour, and 
'ajfo .that ,.4! was to Hpr owp Charnas be 
owed this . fjcansformation $ bi^t tho Ihe was 
not without fome fliate of tha^ Vanity 
which is accounted inherent tp the Sex, 
and could not he greatly dxibbliged at the 
Conqucft fhe had made^ yet flic deiir'd no 
other Confirmation of it^ Jthan what fhe re- 
ccived in publick: for which reafon, flic 
always carefully avoided being left alonp 
with him, npt doubting, by the freedom qi 
hi? Carriage co her before all the Court;, 
but that he would have Temerity enough^ 
ihc firft opportunity which frefcnted itfelf, 
to declare in words that Parnxm which his 
fpeaking Looks had already fufficiently 
made her. acquainted with. -« Whepeyer" fhe 
met him in ^ Drawing-jjoom, fhe cither 
kept clofe to the Princeft, or feem'd bufy 
in difcourfe with fome other Ladies / and 
when he came to villt her, w^ either dc- 
ny*d, or received him in company, who fhe 
.obliged to out-ftay him ; but nothing is im- 
poiuWe to the bald and daring $ in fpite of 
all her Caution, fhe was obliged, at laft, to 
hear his Pretenfions, and to hear him in a 
manner more alarming thaji (he could have 
cxpeded or imagined,-*— He went one 

Even- 
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Evening to her Apartment 5 and thofc At- 
tpndants wl^o were generally waiting in the 
outward Ro^ms, and from whom he had 
fometimes recci^fed Anfwers, no way ob- 
liging to his Defoes, happening to be all 
out of the way, he pafs'd direftly to that 
where ftie generally received thofc who 
canje to vifit her : but finding it entirely" 
free from Company, went boldly through 
it into her Bed-chamber, where fhe was fit- 
ting in a carelefs pofture with a Book in her 
hand, whidi Ihe feem'd to be perufing with 
a great deal of attention. She faw him not 
at his firft entrance, and it would have af- 
forded him an infinite Satisfaction, to have 
ftood obferving her thus unperceiv'd by her, 
but the difficulty he had found to get an 
opportunity fuch as this, made him confi- 
dcr there was no time to be loft 5 and 
walking haftily up to her. May I. prefume. 
Madam, y2r/W hCy to ask the Subjed of 
your Entertainment ? She blufh'd and ftarted 
at his uncxpeded Prefence 5 but recovering 
herfelf immediately from the Confufion 
which the fight of him had involved her in, 
Yau feem in little need, my Lord, replyd 
Jbe, of an Apology for a 'Demand fuch as 
this, when you make none for cntring my 
private Lodgings without peniiiffion, pr 
even letting me know you intended jrfc 
the honouj: of i Vifit. She fpoke thefe 
Words with an Air of To much refent- 

L ment. 
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xncnt, as left him no room to doubt fhc 
gucfs'd the purpofe of his coming, and had 
been fufficient to have deterred a Lover le& 
prepared with Refolution from proceeding 
further. Nor could all the Courage he had 
mufter'd up for this Encounter, enable him 
to endure the Severity of her Looks, with- 
out being a little daunted 5 but rc-afliiring 
himfelf as much as poffible, I have too of- 
ten, reply d hcy been repulfed in my Dc- 
iires of a private Interview, not ta have 
experienced of how little fervicc my Sub- 
milfions are : I therefore now come arm'd 
with all the boldnefs of defpairing Love, 
to tell you, that tho* your Cruelty Ihould ren- 
der me the moft wretched of created Beings, 
it cannot have the power to leflen my Ad6- 
ration of you, nor make me ceafe to de- 
monftrate the Influence your Charms has 
o'er me, by all the ways which raging Paf- 
fion can invent. Tis well, my Lord, 
re fumed fhe^ with the mojl haughty Air 
fhe was able to put on-, and you think this 
j&t Difcourfe for the Husband of Barsina 
to the Wife of Adrastus \ True, Madam, 
anjwered he briskly y we both are married, 
but Ibelieve neither of us are ignorant c- 
nough to imagine that Ceremony a fuffi- 
cient Bar to put a flop to the EfFefts of 
Inclination, When Heaven formed an 
Angel like Ismonda, continued hey 
foftning kis Voice^ and taking one of her 

Hands 
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Hands ^ in ffite of her Effhrts to hinder 
him^ it ddign'd her not a private Bleffing, 
an unrivatd Poffeffion would be a Joy 
too mighty for mortal Man to bear ; nor 
would almighty Wifdom have given you 
thelc Charms to blafl: a thoufand Eyes^^ 
while one alone revels and basks in envy'd 

Enjoyment."^ — ^ No, you were created 

for delight, born to receive and to confer 
it inthe.moft fublime degree, and cannot^ 
if you would; be cruel, where Love and 
Merit jointly plead for favour,-^ ' -To 
the latter oi thcfe Requifites,. I have indeed 
BO title 5 but : fure the abundance of the 
former mxfy ih fome part, attone for that 
Deficiency, and the other let your Com- 
Ijaffion fupply.~— — O Isj^ionda ! crfd 
hey throwing himfelf at once upon her no- 
fofHy I cannot live without you, the burn- 
ing Paflion of my impatient Soul no longer 

Will brook Reftraint. — ► I muft have 

cafe or die.— —-—That {he fuffered him to 
proceed thus far uninterrupted, was owing 
only to that mixture of Surprize and Rage, 
which the unlook'd-for Prcfumption he 
was guilty of enflam'd her with, and for 
fome moments ftopp'd the xittcrance of her 
Words : flic recovered hcrfelf from the for- 
mer but juft timely enough to prevent hira 
from taking any greater Liberties with her, 
than Modefty would admit i and the Vio- 
lence of her Indignation giving her a lar- 

L 2 gcr 
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get {hare of Strength than ordmary, (ht 
unloofed herfelf from his Embrace, and 
ftarting from the place in which (he had 
been fitting^— — How can you, dare yott 
treat me in this manner i /aid fbe $ O that 
Adrastus were here, and witne& of the A5 
front ! — She was able to bring out no more, 
but ieem'd half fuffocated with the riling 
Faffions. The Abfi^ce of a Husband is in- 
deed, anfwered bey no fmall Encourage- 
ment, for a Lover i but perhaps his Frefence 
might not at all times be fo welcome as 
now. As he pronounced thefe Words, his 
very Eyes fpoke Satyr, as well as his Tongue, 
and made Ismonda know he ind a fecret 
meaning in them, which fhe wifh'd, yet 
dreaded to difcover: But concealing her 
Diforder as much as (he could. It is not 
always fo »^r/?^r/, {faidfie:) Nor^or^9^ 
venienty (rejoirid he immediately.') But to 
take part with Adrastus, is not the Bufi- 
of Aridanor 5 as to accufe the Objeft of 
his Defires, would ill become a Lover. In 
fpeaking this, he turn'd haftily from her, 
as fhe thought with a deftgn to leave the 
Room y but vaftly diflferent were his Inten- 
tions : he found there was little to be hoped 
for the gratification of his Paffion by En- 
treaties ; and thinking he had already done 
too much to be forgiven, refolv'd to make 
himfelf amends for the long Pains he had 
endured in the concealment of his Wifhes^ 

and 
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aod alfo to revenge himfelf on a Coynefi 

which he kney was not univcrfal :— . 

and giving a fudden Jump to the Door, 
made it faft immediately, and returned to 
IsMONDA and caught her in his Arms, be- 
fore fhe had time either to prevent him, 
or ring the Bell for any of her Atten- 
dants to come in. In vain were all her 
Struggiings, in vain her Menaces, he re- 
garded not her Reproaches nor Remon* 
ftrances; and though the higher rofe his 
amorous Rage, the more tempeftuous her 
Indignation grew, he delay 'd any Endea* 
vours to abate it, till the Fury of his own 
(hould be allay'd. She raved, #ie tore, did 
all that Woman could : but alas ! it was 
not in the power of her own Strength to 
fave her, and (he was juft on the point of 
falling a Viftim to the Fieircenefs of his un- 
governable Pailion, when fome Ladies com- 
ing to vifit her, Lysett a her favourite Wo- 
man not knowing any body was in the 
Room with her, and imagining flie was 
fallen afleep, knocked pretty loudly at the 
Door : For Heaven's fake, cr/d Ismonda, 
when Jbe bmrd it, fuffer me not to be ex- 
poTcd-— ~^rl^ire into my Clofet for a mo- 
ment, that it may not be known you have 
attempted me in this manner. Arida-^ 
K(Mt could not refufe giving her this Proof 
of his Refped, and went into his conceal- 
l)i$nt> |ho' not without fome Curfes on 

1-3 the 
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the Interruption 5 which, however, he was 
rcfolv'd to repair, after the departure of 
thofe who had given it him. The diforder 
IsMONDA was in, made her little capable of 
receiving Company s and the' flie rejoic'd it 
was no other Perfbn than Lysetta at th^ 
Door, yet was flie vex'd, that having not 
given Orders to be deny'd, (he was oblig'd 
to fee thcfe Ladies in this difcompofure of 
her Temper. Setting hcrfelf in as much 
order as the time would admit, (he went 
into her Drawing-room where her Gucfts im- 
patiently expefted her approach s in the 
hurry of her Thoughts, forgetting to take 
the Key out#f the Clofct-door where Ari- 
PANOR was hid. 

Lysietta ftay'd not long in the Cham- 
ber after Isjmonda had left it, and one of 
the inferior Servants hapning to come in to 
look for fomething ftie had mifplac'd, un- 
luckily for her Lady's Reputation, went to 
fcarch for it in that Clofcb; flic no fooner 
opcn'd the Door, than Aridanor think- 
ing it was I$MONDA, bolted oijt upon her. 
Thie light of a Man in that place, made hen 
give a great Shriek, which alarming the 
Family, fomcof them ran up tftknciw what 
bad QCgafiQn'd itj but before they ccu'd get 
imp the Chamfer, Aridakor had Prcfencc 
(enough pf mind to throw the Wench a 
Purfe ©f Guineas, and bidding ,hcf be fc^ 
^m^ withdrew into his Ccll^ and held the 

Pop? 
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Door faft on the infidc. Several Interroga- 
tories being put to the Maid, who could not 
yet recover herfelf from the fright, fhe an- 
fwer'd, that going to reach Ibmcthing from 
the Top of the Cabinet, a great Rat had 
jump'd down, and had occafion'd her cry- 
ing out. No body fufpefting the Truth of 
what Ihc faid, they all went away and left 
her 5 and as foon asAaiDANOR heard they 
were gone, he came out, and charging her 
that had difcover'd him never to mention 
the leaft tittle of what fhe knew, either to 
any of the Houfe, nor even to her Lady 
herfelf, added fomething more to the Pre- 
fent he had already made her, and going 
into his Concealment, defir'd fhe would 
lock the Door upon him as fhe had found it, 
and quit the Chamber before Ismonda 
fliould return to it. She was too well paid 
not to be obedient to his Commands as far 
as was in her power ; but how far that ex- 
tended, as to the gift of Secrecy, will here- 
after appear. , 

IsMOHPA, who knew nothing of all this 
(having been in the Garden when the outcry 
was made) being impatient to get rid of her 
Company, complained of a violent Head-ach, 
and by that means obliged them to take leave 
much fooner than elfc 'tis probable they 
would have done: but when left alone,"^ 
was very much at a lofs by what means fhe 
ihould releafe her Prifoner, . withbut letting 
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him be fccn by the Servants, and confc- 
quen tlygiving them to un4erftand that he 
had been all this time conceaW there. She 
found there was no poflibility of doljng it 
without the help of Lysetta; to her, 
therefore, (he communicated the whole 
Affair, bidding her fend the Men on diflfe- 
rent Errands abroad, fome one way, fomc 
another ; and contrive fome Bufmefs to em- 
ploy the Women, that they might not come 
into the uppey Apartments till Aripakor 
fhould be gone. Lysetta, than whom no 
body .could be more ifit for the Truft re- 
pos*d in her, having done as fhe was or- 
der'd, return'd to her Lady, and let her 
know the Coaft was clear, on w|iich, ha- 
ving bid her wait in the next Room, think- 
ing it not fafc, as indeed fhe well migh(:, 
to truft herfelf a fecond time with a Man, 
who had already prov'd, whatever his Pro- 
fcffions of Adorations were, how little he 
regarded her Anger, fhe went into the 
Cliamber and releas'd him s who had 
pafs'd his Time pleafantly enough, flatter- 
ing himfelf with the Thoughts, how dear 
lie fhoiiid, at his coming out, make his 
3Fair Jaylof pay for his Confinement. But 
how great was his Difappointment, when 
:hp Door being ppen'd, at the fame time 
/hat he faw Is:^P n da, he faw hey Wo- 
jnan alfp in an oppbfite Room 5 w^> 
though not near enough to bear what 
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was (aid between thcmi was not enough re^^ 
xnov'd to give him any opportunity, of ad- 
ing in the manner he defign'd. He was 
now^ in fpite of his refolves, obliged to 
have recourfe to entreaties, and fet forth 
the Violence of his Paflion in fuch humble 
and perfuafive Terms, that had not. the moft 
potent Prepoffeffion that ever was, enabled 
her to refifl: his Importunities, Adrastus 
h^d been in no ^ fmall danger of being in* 
jij^r'd the fame way by Aridanor, as he had 
been by the Prince of Caramanid. But that 
cvcr-prcfent Idea kept her firm and im- 
moveable by any other Charms or SoUicita* 
tiens, and the little Inclination ibe had to 
hear him, join d with the Apprehenitons 
that he might poffibly be known to have 
been there in private, made her exprefs an 
Impatience for his leaving her Apartment^ 
which fufficiently alfur'd him, all the tender 
Arguments he cou'd urge, would be but 
thrown away. He refum'd, as his laft hope, 
that boldnefs he had lately caft aiide, and told 
her, that he was but too fcnfible her Cruel- 
ty to him fprung from other Reafbns than 
thofe flie was willing to confefs, and that to 
his certain knowledge, there was a happy 
Man who triumph'd over his unavailing 
Freifiires, and the Honour of Adrastu^. 
This Reproach, confirming her in the Fear$ 
which fome Hints he had before given her, 
that jbcr Rq^tttation was not aliogaher fa 
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<;lcar as flic had imagin'd, (pread o'er her Face 
a vifiblc Confufion : but willing to con- 
ceal it as much as poilible, (he anfwer'd hifn 
in Terms full of Refefntment, telling him, 
that if he periifted to talk to her in that man- 
ner, flic would complain to the Princefe of 
the Affront. To the Prince you mean, Ma- 
dam, anfwer*d hey it does indeed . concern 
him to nlence fuch Difcourfes $ nay, blufh 
not, beautiful Ismonda! continued he^ per-- 
ceiving her grow extremely redy I have in- 
deed attained that Secret, but be aflur'd it 
never has efcap'd my Lips but to yourfclf, 
nor never fliall, unlefs your continued Scorn 
fliould drive me mad, and render me inca-^ 
pable of confidering what I owe to you, 
and to my Sovereign. In what a comii^ 
tion IsMONDA was at finding hcrfelf de- 
teded in a guilt which flic believ'd eonceal'd 
from all the World, and to find it known 
to him, who aim'd at making an advantage 
of the Difcovery, fo contrary to her Incli- 
nations, to her Honour, to the Obligation 
(he had to her belov'd Theodore, let any 
one be judge, whofc Strength of Imagina- 
tion can enable them to put themfelves in 
her Circumftanccs. At firft. Surprise, and 
inward Vexation made her dumb j but when 
flic fpokc, it was with fuch Aflcverations 
of her Innocence, as had not his own Eyes 
9nd Ears been Evidences agalnft the Truth 
ef what flic faid^ he would have given the 
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lyc to any other Proofs $ but too well con- 
vinc'd of the certainty of his Misfortune, 
he let her know Denials were iii vain, and 
gave her Hints too plain, for her not toun- 
dcrftand him, that to aflure his Secrecy Ihc 
muft confer on him fome part of thofe Fa- 
vours, (he had beftow'd with fo much pro- 
fufcnefs on his Royal Rival : which, tho' 
ihe was far from promising, he had the Sa- 
tisfaftion to obferve what he faid, had a 
very great influence over her, and was not 
'now without hope that her Fear might 
work that EfFeft in his favour, which her In-- 
cUnation refused to do. Fain would he have 
taken the advantage which the Confufion of 
her Thoughts feem'd to afford him to com- 
pleat hisWifhes 5 but all he could fay, was in- 
^fFedual to perfuade her to difpatchLysEXTA, 
who flill continued in the next Room, which 
being feparated from that in which they 
were only by a Glafs-Door, gave her a full 
Profpeft of all that pafs'd i and finding that 
fhe required only time for Confideration, 
and inMed on his leaving her as a Tefti- 
mony of that Obedience fhe might expe£t 
from aLov^fr, bethought it befl to comply 
with h^r^efires, and departed with a kind 
of an alfur'd Expedation of being happy the 
next Vifit he made i which, before he would 
bjC prevailed on to quit the Room, he en- 
gaged her :pro}nife fhould be the enfuing 
fla^, 

Never 
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Never was a Mind involved in greater 
or jnorc violent Perturbations than that of 
Isi^oNDA ; it is impoflible for any Woman 
to have a j after Senfe of Reputation than 
had (he, and the Apprehenfions of what (he 
might fuffer that way from the Rage of a 
difappointed Lover> was worfe than Death 
to her : yet refolute never to yield to what 
he dcfired^ her hurrying Thoughts form'4 
fometimes one Scheme^ and fometimes 4- 
jiother for the Prevention of that fo much 

dreaded Evil. To acquaint his Wife with 

his attempt upon her, flie conlider'd would 
but incenfe him more, and provoke him to 
divulge that, which elfe, perhaps, his owa 
Honour would oblige him to conceal ; and 
to let the Prince know what had pafs'd, Ihc; 
fcar'd plight occafion that pailionate Lover 
to treat him in a manner which would make 
him undpr^and fhe had betray'd him- — The 
more fhe reflcdcd on the Confequences of 
revealing the Prefumption he had been guilrf 
of, the more dangerous it ^ppe^i'd i and (W 
found it'beft, on all accxMint:^, to progeed 
with him only by fair means, and palliate 
the bitternefs of her refufal |hy giving i% bim 
in the foftcft and mojl pbliging Tpwiis» 

When, therefore, according to appoint^ 
mcnt, he came the next day, fliejarm'd hcr-f 
felf, as much as pofllble, withPatiei^ce, to 
bear whatever Reflexions Tealoufy and dif* 
appointed Love might caft on hejpi and, 
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perceiving, at his fidl Entrance^ that he 
took it ill, (he received him in apublick Room 
free to the accefs of as many as cam to 
Tifit her, (he doubted not, but when fhc 
had declared herfclf more fully, he would 
omit no Severities of Reproach wMch his 
Good-breeding would allow him to make : 
and hearing him beginning to complain of 
the iitrle Inclination he found in her to 
oblige him, I will not deceive you my Lord, 
find fb€ 5 I confefs your Merits are fuch as 
)uftly might expeft to engage a more defcrv- 
ing Heart, but mine is prcpoffefs'd already, 
taken up with an Idea which will admit no 

room for any other 1 therefore beg, for 

your own eafe and mine, you will dcfift the 
hopelefs Prbftcmion, and think Barsina 
only worthy your Delires, as you are the 
foleObjedof hers. Aripanor, who was 
by Nature fomewhat rafh and fiery in all his 
Eaffions, could not endure any thing that 
look'd like an Admonition without return* 
ing it. The Merits of Barsina, Madam, drh 
Jwerdhey are not unknown to me, nor iS' 
Fame dumb in thofe Adrastus is pofTcfs'd 
of 5 but fince both of us have teftify'd an In- 
clination to experience the Pleafurcs Variety 
affords, the Crime is not, I prefume, left 
pardonable in Aridanor, th^ it is in 
IsMoNDA, unlefs it can be prov'd, that the 
Charms of Royalty are fuperior to thofe of 
Beauty : Be at once, therefore, lovely Crea- 
ture ! 
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turc! confinu'd hey kind and prudent, fir- 
cure your Secret by binding to your Service 
the only Man who has it in his power to 
betray it, and blefs a Lover to whom you 
are more dear than Words can fpeak. You 
give but a very fmali Proof that I am fo, r^- 
plfd fhe, no longer able to contain herfilf, 
when you would obtain that by Menaces^ 
which you ought rather to attempt by ^er--^ 
fuajions 5 but know, that I defpife what- 
ever M^ti^ions Jealoufy may fuggeft, or 
Malice invent againft my Honour $ and dare 
believe, my Condud has been fuch, as will 
render inefiPedual all can be urg'd to blaft 

it :- but were I guilty in the manner you 

feem to think, the imagined Partner of my 
Crime, methinks, fliould awe you into Si- 
lence, were you ajjur'd of what, at moft, 
you but fuJpeSf. To pradife that Prudence 
you would prefcribe to me, you Ihpuld con* 
iider that the Royal Theodore is above the 
Fears either of Rivalfhip, or Accufation. 
The Vehemence and Spirit with which, fhc 
utter'd thefe Words, and that Fire which 
fparkled in her Eyes all the time fhe was 
fpeaking, fufficiently denoted the inward 
Indignation of her Soul, and made him re- 
pent he had touched her in fo. nice a part i 
but all he could fay afterwards, was in vain 
to pacify her, fhe look'd not on him but 
with reluftance and difdain, and having fe- 
ycral times forbad him ever to fpeak to her 

"" on 
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on the unwelcome Theme of his Paflion, 
took her leave of him with a conftrain'd ' 
Civility, and went into another Room, lea- 
ving him alone to murmur at the ill fuccefs 
of his Defigns. 

'Tis certain that nothing could exceed ' 
tlie Vexation he was ia at this difappoint- 
ment of his high-raisM ExpeAaCions 5 but 
notwithftanding the Treatment he had re- 
ceivcd from her, and that firm Refolution 
with which (he exprefled herfelf, 'tis pro- 
bable he had not yet, given over the vain 
purfuit, had not Fortune fent her a deli- 
verance from his Perfecutions by a way ftic 
little thought of. 

Rage and Defpair rendring him unfit for 
Company, or Convcrfation, when he left 
the Apartment of Ismonda, he went to in- 
dulge his DifcoAtents in the Gardens of the 
Palace, it being a tin^e of day in which the 
Walks were generally empty ,• but finding 
more Pcrfons there than he expeded, the 
prefent Melancholy of his Difpofition led 
him into the Wilderncfs, where having wan- 
der d fomc time thro' the thickefl part of it, 
he thought he heard Womens Voices at a 
little diftance from him. The Perturbations 
he was in, not having quite extinguilh'd Cu- 
riofity, he drew nearer the Place whence 
the Sound proceeded, and continued mo- 
ving with a foft and flow Pace, till he came 
fo clofc to the Grotto where they were fit- 
tings 
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ting, that he could diftinftly hear not only 
the Words of her that fpoke, but alfo the 
very Sighs with which the other liftned to 
her Difcourfc. I cannot imagine, /aid 
one of thenij wherefore you trufted me 
with the fecrct of your Paffion, unlefs it 
were either with an Intent that I Ihould af- 
iift you in the gratification of it 5 or ftreng- 
then your Rcfolution with fome Arguments 
to enable you to overcome it : the one nei- 
ther my Honour, nor my Character in the 
World will permit me to do j and the other, 
I am afraid, will be impoliible to accom- 
plifli.' ■ ■ When Love once fettlc^itfclf 
in a Heart fo young as yours for a defer- 
ving Objed, how vain are the Efforts of 

Reafon to expel it! —The firft ImprelSon 

is not Without the greatcft difficulty crafed 5 
and it feems like tearing part of the Soul 
with it, when one but goes about to drive 
it thence. Ah! my dear Coufin, replied 
the othety how often have I experienced 
the Pangs you fpeak of! Nor had I own'd 
the Folly as well as Guik of my unhappy 
Flame, but that it grew too mighty for re- 
ftraint, and from your tender Friendfhip 
K hoped to find fome pity.— —Too well, alas^. 
I am convinced that till 1 ceafe to live, I 
cannot ceafe to love 5 and Heaven knows 
wou'd fooner chufc to die, than purchafe 
Blifs with lofs of Honour. Flatter not 
yourfelf, refumed P)e that had ffoken firft j 

my 
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my lov'd ElAria ! wkh Aich rdtnantkk 
Kotiod^ J if Virtue is too weak to keep yoa 
frotti Define, (he will not have the power 
to defend you from gratifying that DcHre^ 
when once the Means arc offisr'd.— — You 
know not yet what 'tis to love, and have 
the darling Ob)ed of your fond AfFedion 
kneel at your Feet, breathing foft Vows of 
everlaftingXruth, etcrnalArdors j ^ "" then^ 
with fweet Violence, feize your refitting 
Hand, and prefs it to his Breaft, which iii 
tumultuous heavings confirms the language 
of his Tongue i -—with wild Impaticnce> 
and Longings untameable, at laft made bold) 
rife to your Bofom, with burning Kifles 

melt your Rcfolvcs, and— O hpldil 

erfdthi diffolving Ldnguifbery interrupt^ 
ing hetj I cannot bear the rapturous De- 
icription ! Too many Charms the dange- 
rous Idea yields, what then would the^^« 

ality afford ! Oh, Ihould I ever fee the 

godlike Aridanor thus, what would in- 
deed become of me ! 

That this muft be a Sutpri2e prodigioufly 
agreeable to any Man, to find himfelf the 
Author of To fincere and ardent a Paffion 
in the Heart of a young Maid, for whom 
a thoufand noble Youths were dying, the 
moft temperate of the Sex cannot but con- 
fefs. With what Emotions then did the 
Bread: of Aridahor fwell at this difco- 
very ? As much in love as he had been with 

M ISMONDA> 



I$jM[omdA) the improbability there now ap^ 
pear'd o£ gaining her, the Pifdain with 
which b: had i>een treated by her> and that 
changing Difpofition which is almoft inhe^ 
rent to the Nature of Mankind^ all join'd 
together to make way for the new Impref* 
iiojx of Elaria's Charmi s and he heittated 
not a moment if he (hould not, the firft 
ppportunity, aft that part which her ex- 
perienced Confidante had fo lively repre- 
sented. The two Ladies had fome further 
Converfation $ but he fearing to be difco- 
ver d to have been M'ning, and by that 
means put the young Elaria more on her 
guard ; and alfo thinking he had heard c- 
Hough to know how to proceed for the fa- 
t^faftion of thofe Defires fhe had acknow- 
ledged, and which he too now felt, he with- 
drew with the fame Caution with which he 
had advanced^ and was got quite out of the 
Wildernefs before they had any deitgn of 
leaving it- 

. NeVcr was there a more pleaiing Cure 
for an unavailing and hopelefs Paifion> than 
that which Aridanor found in his for 
ISMONDA^ in the love of Elaria : She 
was extremely young and beautiful i and 
by that Converfation which gave him the 
knowledge of her Wifhcs, he found her 
Soul as tender and amorous as he could 
deftre> in the Woman he made choice of 
for a Miftrefs j and doubted not but in 

her 
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her Enjoyment, he Ihould find thofe Joys 
which arc never to be tafted but where 
mutual Warmth excites the enamour'd Pair. 
No difficulties appeared to threaten him with 
oppofition, or even delays in this Purfuit. 
Inclination had already done his work j h^r 
Heart wts his i and Affidnities, diftant Hth 
mzg/Zy Vows, Sighs> Tears, Cries, Impre- 
cations; aiid all the iirft Artillery of Love> 
were needlcfs ; and he had no more to 
combat with, than the faint ftrugglings of 
Virgin Baflifulncfs, to become mafter of 
her BoJf as he was of her SouL Nor 
was it hard to find an opportunity for the 
accompliihment of this deiign : She was 
continually at Court, her Father, the Che- 
valier Orsame$, having a great Place un* 
der the Princc> had an ambition of pre^* 
ferring her, who was his only Daughter, to 
the Service of the Princefs, in quality of 
one of thofe young Ladies who make her 
Train, whenever (he appears in Publick,. 
are under her immediate Care, and receive 
no othe^ Salary for their Attendance, th^n 
the Honour of being permitted to jgive it : 
but there being only a certain number of 
riiem allowed, (he was obliged to w^it till 
a Vacancy arrived, either by the Marriage 
or Death of one of thofe who were already 
entertained. This Hope, together with hpc 
ftcrct Paffion for ArIdanor, made her fcl- 
dom fyom a Place which gave her the op- 

Hz p or** 
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poftuhity of indulging her Wiflics with the 
fight of him who was fo dear to her^ and at 
the fame time of forwarding her Iritcreft. 

Having drcfs'd himfelf with the utmoft 
care and exaftnefs, he went the next day 
to the Drawing-room of the Princefs 5 and 
having paid the ufual Compliments to her, 
threw his Eyes o'er the Circle in fearchof 
Elaria *y who, till he appear'd> thinking 
nothing worthy her Attention, had retit'd 
to a Corner-window, which happening to 
be open, fhe was looking out, 'tis prolwbic 
rather to avoid being engaged in Converfa- 
tion by thofe within, than that (he found 
any Diverfion in the Objeds which prc- 
fented theitifelves from without. — - How 
natural is it (faid Jbe, ftepping to her y and 
leaning over her^ as fbe was ftooping to the 
Window) for us to know our own Per- 
fcdions ! The fwect Elaria, confcious of 
her power of plcafing, and fecurc of the 
Admiration of as many as Aiavc the blef- 
fing of her Acquaintance, neglttds the Hearts 
(he holds in Chains, and fendiheriCharms 
abroad in fearch of more.— ^^^-^Elfe, why 
are thofe Eyes withdrawn, to jwhofe at- 
tractive Graces the Royal Prcfoncc is in- 
debted for fomc part, I am certain, of this 
Aflembiy, who come in ^ew to: pay thoir 
Homage there, but in reality dfevote it only 
Ixcre.— The Confuuon of Elaria was 
fo great, to find the ObjcQ; of her Af- 

fcftions 
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fe&ions fo near her, (for (he fmr him not 
Gome into the Room) and at receiving this 
unexpeded Compliment from him, that 
for fbme moments (he could anfwer him no 
otherwife than by Blufhes j but endeavour- 
ing to overcon:ic it as much as poffible,- — ► 
lam too inconiiderable, my L6rd, faidfbe^ 
to ha^vt enough of thefe fine things faid to 
xsiCy to be able to return them in the man* 
ncr you may exped ^ and muft pardon me, 
if I exprefs fome Surprize> that> among fb 
great a number of Beauties, who alfo are 
expert in thofe Turns of Wit and Raillery 
you Men of Gallantry fo much delight in i 
you fliould chufe to divert yourfdf with an 
unexperienced Maid,who has pafTed the itioft 
parts of thofe Years flic owes to Nature 
in a Rural Life, remote from Courts, and 
ignorant of the politer World. To tcftify, 
Mzdzvciy replied he J how little I deferve that 
you fliould think my words had any other 
meaning, than the fincereft Didates of an 
cnamour'd Soul i as alfo to prove the Opir 
mon I have of your good Judgment, nc» 
ver will I addrcfs you by thofe Methods 
which ordinarily work their deflred Effed 
on the vainer part of your Sex. I confi- 
der Elaria as much beyond the reft of 
Womankind in Prudence, as ihe is in Beauty^ 
and will endeavour to convince her of my 
Adoration only by fuch means as fliali be 
€:on{iftent with the niceft Decorum» and of 
aa prejudice to Reputation $ which I con- 

M 3 fcfs. 
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fefs, itidecd, our Ladies fcem a little too 
negligent in preferving.* Happily for her to 
vrhom. in the prefent Emotions of her Soul 
it had been impoflible to hare continued 
this Difcourfe, without confirming him in 
what he was already but too well acquainted 
with, fome Ladies with Ernestus came 
to the place where they were j and the C6n« 
verfation growing general, delivered her at 
that time from giving any demonftrations 
of a Paflion, (he deftred nothing more of 
Heaven, than to enable her to conceal. 

Having thus broke the ice, he omitted 
no opportunities of talking to her, which he 
could take^ whithout rendring the Deference 
he paid her liable to bbfervatioh. Tlic 
Court is never without a great number of 
Ladies, who, either thro' Malice cm: Cori* 
pfity, make it their buitneB to pry into the 
Motives which inducp People to particular 
•fConvcrfations s and tho' the love of Va* 
riety inclined him to feck ih other Embra^ 
f:es thofc Joys which the tmreftrain'd pof- 
feflion of Barsina no longer yielded^ he 
yet had Tetidem^fs enough for her to for* 
bear giving her any Dicmon(lrations of his 
Change $ and for that Reafon, ^ well as 
the Promife he hfid mjidc £f aria, of ne- 
ver doing any thing which might prejudice 
\i€t Charader> he entertained her not but 
fit fuch times as it might not appear he ha4 
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Bat as if the porfuit of this Adventure 
loi^as* not iUfficient to take up his Thoughts, 
and entirely erafe all the Remainders pf 
liis old Paffion for Ismonda^ another of-- 
fo'd itfelf to him, which afforded him no 
lefs Surprize, and was not alfo without its 
Ihare of Pleafure. 

Zelinda, a difiant Relation of El aria, 
and the fame whomr (he had made the Con* 
lidante of her fecret Pallion, when he over-' 
heard them in the Wiidernefs, was a young 
Lady of an uncommon Gaiety oi Humour : 
ihe had been lately married to a Nobleman 
of very great Poflfeffions $ but the Ch^tafter 
of a Wife reftrain'd her not from indulge 
ing herfelf in all thofe Liberties (he enjoy'd 
when in a (iate which rendered her Adions 
accountable to none but her own Con- 
science. She had for a condderable time 
made fuch Advances to AaidanoRi as he 
could impute to nothing but a fecret liking 
of his Perfon. The Inclinations he then 
had for Ismonda, kept him, however, from 
taking any great notice of her Behaviour i 
and the Convcrfation between her and Ela- 
RiA afterwards, made him imagine the de* 
lire fhe feem'd to have of engaging him, 
was only on the fcore of that fair Friend : 
till one day happening to be in a little 
Room joining to that in which the Priii- 
cefs kept her State, laughing with fome 
Ladies, who had withdrawn for a little Re- 

M 4 laxation 
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laKation of that grave Formality they were 
gblig'd to wear 13 the Royal, Prcfence,'ZjBT 
I.INDA came iii ; and giving him a littl? 
Blow on the Shoulder with her Fan, Where 
fhall one exped to find Aridanor, faid 
fhey but where there is the greateft Cpnr 

courfe of Beauties > But I am rcfolv'd 

to try how far your Complaifancc will ex- 
tend, when at war with your Inclination, 
V / > Y ou muft pafs fome part of thij 
Evening at Ombre with mjc and another 
Lady as far from handibme 3s myfelf^ with- 
out any other Temptation in the World, 
but the hope of winning our Money, — ? 
What fay you, my Lord ! continued Jbe, 
plucking him by the Arm fffer, her free man- 
nery daie ypu acfcpt the .Challenge? or 
cannot your Good-breeding furnilh you 
with Arms to relift the more potent Excite^ 
ments of your Defires to be in another 
place ? In fome Cafes, Madam 1 reply d h( 
gallantly J what pafles for Qct^ardicCy is 
really ^ifcrefion j and if that . other Lady 
rfhoujd belike Zej^inda, a Heart fufceptiblp 
of . Pafljon, ^nd hppelcfs of Succeeding, 
.plight well feek Eyafipnj to avoid fp dan- 

gerpus an Encounter^-r— But fmce it is 

impoifible for two Qbije^s, tho' equally 
eharming, ar the faine Time to work the 
fame Effect y I api. apprehcniive of bejng 
no further enflav'd than I ah-eady ai^, j^nd 
^\xS\ Pri4e ^nd f ieafufc accept tl]e hpnoqr 

. : ' ' of 
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o( your Summons. At five, /aid Jbe, I 
(hall exped you, the Rendezvous is to be 
at my Apartment ; and becaufe we are re- 
iblved to have you to ourfelves, I will or« 
der my People to deny admittance to all 
impertinent Interrupters. The greater Pri- 
vsicyy the more Contentment, Madam, an- 
Jif;ere4 he 5 you may depend on my Obe- 
4ience and (mpatience for the happy Hour. 
There pafs'd no more between them $ hav-^ 
ix)gmade this Appointment, fhe turn'd up- 
on her heel, and went out of the Room, 
with the fame gay Air with which (he had 
enter d it. Aridanor (pent not much 
time in gue(&iig who the other Lady fhould 
be (he fpoke of $ he doubted not but it 
was Elaria, who, no longer able to con- 
tain the long-(hiother'd Padiion of her Soul, 
had pr^vail'd on thp Gdbd-nature pf her 
Couftu, to tak^ this Method pf bringing 
them tpgethcf, without plainly dcmonftra- 
ting the Dcfign pf her own. He intended to 
have told ^hat Lady of the Invitation he 
had received from Zblinda, and that it 
was his hope, s^s well as his dedre, that 
the third Perfon, who was to compleat the 
Set, was no other . than hcrfclf : but the 
Drawing-room being extremely full of Com- 
pany, and Barsina one of the Number 
who conipos'd it, he forbore entering into 
g^y jppny^rl^tion ^ith h^r that day* 

The 
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The Hour being arriv'd in Which he was 
#6 go to ZELiNDA'si he waited net till 
tfii ^^riking of a fecond Clock ihould re- 
ttiihd him hi3 Prefence was cxpe&ed: but 
fatHet preTentlng than exceeding the time 
prefixed, he went full of Contemplations 
on what the IfTue of this Viiit would be $ but 
little conjcfturing the Truth, or in the 
kaft imagining the purpofe for which he 
was invited. 

I told you, /aid fbe to himy as foan as 
the firft Salutations were over^ that I had 
an intent to punifh you i but little did I 
think the Mortification would have been fo 
fevere as now it happens.—— The Lady 
who had promis'd to make one at Omkre, 
has juft now fent word fhe cantfot come, 
fttd you will be conftrain'd either to p3[(^ your 
lime with one who has it not in her power 
to do any thing to make herfelf agreeable 
to you, or acknowledge, by fome faint 
Btcufe for leaving me, thlt you iiad not 
icpme, but fpr the hope of being morie 
plcafingly entertained. If any body fufFers 
by thU Accident, anjwered he^ it can be 
only yourfelf.-T-rr-I am toQ fenfible erf the 
Blefling of being admitted to a private Con- 
verfation with a Lady ef^our ^eauty and 
AccomplilhmentS) to be able to part ^ith it 

without the utmoft Regret. ^1 am jifraid 

my Inclination will, in fpite of me, get 
the better of Qoodr^i^nners^ and you wil| 
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be compelFd mdre than once to look apon 
"your Wdtch^ and remind me ic grows late^ 
b^re you ^c irid of your Gueft. I eat^ 
peded no le(s than this> refumed fhVt Froth 
the well-known Gallantry of Aridandii $ 
bat to which-ever of thefe Moeivts^ your 
Inclination, or Good-manners> I am indebt^ 
cd for your flay, I ought to make it as 
agreeable as I can : and fince the deiigh oi 
your coming was play, what think you of 
a Game at Tiquet ? To which he having 
agteed. Cards were immediately broagi^ 
in by her Woman, who no fooner had fee 
the Table, than fhe immediately withdrew^ 
{hittting the Door after her. 

They continued playing a confiderabic 
time, but Zelinda play'd the Game fo ill, 
that it might eaitly be perceiv'd her Thoughts 
were en^ploy'd a different way. AkiOA*^ 
tiOBL alfo had his Cogitations, nor well 
Icnew how to form a Judgment of her Be^ 
baviour \ but he remainM not long in thi^ 
Dilemma : fhe threw the Cartls out of her 
Hand on a fudden, and afteding to Hart at^ 
ibmething which ;uft then came into her 

Hcad*^ Blcfs nie \ ctfd fbfy wtett: wiil 

xny Servants think that I have ordet'd my- 
felf to be dcny'd to all the World, while 
I am lock'd up in private with the mpft a- 
grceable of his Sex !■ ■ Thcfc Words 

opening his Eyes, he wonder'd at himfelf 
^t h( te^d fo lon^ been dglU nt^d by hec 

^^amj)lc^ 
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Sxampl#, laying aftde the Cards, Did the 
divine Zelinda think me fo, faid he^ we^ 
might have empiby'd our time mttch better 

than in this infipid Diverfion.- But it 

is not yet too latei continued hey drawing 
his Chair near to hersy to repah: what we 
have loft — -the future Moments may at- 
tone for the omiffion we have been guilty 
of in the paft," How ftrangely you 

talk, refumed fie^ is it impoffible for Ari- 
DANOR to be alone with a Woman, who 
is young, and accounted tolerably agree^ 
able, without having fuch odd Fancies in 
bis Head? Whatever may be poflible to 
me, reply d hcj I am fure it is not for the 
enchanting Zelinda to be feen by any 
Man, without creating in him a Defire of 
being alone with her. Well, faid fbe^ it 
muft be confefs'd, that you have the beft 
turn of Raillery of any Man about Court. 

•i ^But prithee let's be ferious, or elfc to 

Cards again. A^ much in earneft as you 
pleafe. Madam ! rejoin' d he^ taking hew in 
his ArmSy and beginning to trent her with 
fome, Familiarities^ which gave her indeed 
no room to 4(^t fhe hadbeen^ difapfointed 
in her ExpeSfations . Hcivcns I cr/d fie, 
with an Air of Aftonifimenty and making 
fome few faint Efforts to dijingage her- 
felf what is it you mean to do ? — r— But I 
fee what encourages you-r— you know well 
ifnougb my Husband i? out of town — r 

that 
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that all my Servants arc out of hearing' 
that my Bed- Chamber is in the very next 
Room — — that I am but a weak Woman, 
and that you are the mofl engaging Crea- 
ture that ever was born>-— -^but if ever I 
give you fiich an Opportunity again—— 
'It Ihall be my fault if I make not the bell, 
"life of tliis, /aid he, redoubling the Free- 
Jams he had already began with her : and 
by this time fired- with that Paflion, which 
is often miftaken for Love, and is ordina- 
rily more fuccefsfuU he bore her to the 
, Chamber, to which, by forbidding, (he in- 
vited him, and for fome Moments loft all 
remembrance of both Ismonda and £la- 

RIA. : 

Tho' this Amour was too fudden to af* 

ford much Delicacy, yet as Zelinda wa& 

.a very lovely Woman, and of a humour 

. prodigioiifly entertaining, it was not only to 

; oblige her, that Aridanor refolved to con- 

tintLc.a Correfpondence with her of the 

fame kind he had begun, nor were his 

Tranfports feigned, or the Proteftations he 

rinade her of an eternal Gratitude wholly 

xompofed of Deceit. In the midft of their 

Endearments, flic alfo threw off her AfFec- 

tation, confefs'd flie had long languiflied 

for him wi^h an unfpcakable Defirci that 

fhe had apjpointed him to come with no 

cthier view, than to try how far he liked 

her J naturally concluding, that if he thought 

her 
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her worthy bv AddrdOfes, he would not 
«eglc^ fo favourable an opportunity of ma- 
king thcngi. , They parted not till it was 
very late, nor without mutual Affurances of 
.frequently renewing thofc Delights^ with 
which neither of them as yet were fatiated. 

This; Darling of the Fair^ the happy 
AfiiDAHQRy paft the remainder of the Nigttt 
in Contemplations perfe&ly pleaftng : to be 
l>eloved by two fuch Women as Elaria 
and ZelindAi was fufficient to gratify the 
Vanity of any Man, apd tho the Method' tte 
letter of them had taken to engage him, 
had fomcthing in it very extraordinary, yet 
imputing it to the Violence of her Paffion, 
it did not in the leafl: abate his Efteem of her. 

Yet could not this Intrigue |uftly bear any 
Qtber Name than that of an Amufement $ 
it engrofs'd not the Soul, h chas'd no other 
Ideas thence i it was enough, that when 
f hey were together, that each was the ible 
Object of the other's Affeftions j aparttbey 
had dilFcrent Sentiments, and the free Mind 
djifdaining all ifcftraint, refiis'd adqiitrance to 
no pleading' Image. One thii]^, however, 
Arioahqr took care of, whidb was never 
to etjgage Bt AHiA in a particular Convert 
fation when Zelinda was pre&nt ; fearing 
with reafon, that the Jeaioufy of that La- 
dy once alarmed, might linake her take fonle 
Steps which might put a ftop to the Gratifica- 
tion of his Ddires on this young Beauty. 

Nor 
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Hor w» lie without ^pi^theniiohs^ that 
all his caution in this Affair might be in 
vain ; he knew how far the innocent Lan- 
guifher had already betray'd herfelf to her» 
and it was highly probable that the next 
time they were alone together, (he would 
alfo make her acquainted with the Declara* 
tions he had made to her i for which reafon 
he kept them, as much aspoflihle, afundcr^ 
by engaging either the one oc the other in 
Appointments with himfelf. As yet no 
opportunity had offered, in which he could 
take thofe advantages the Paflion of £la- 
RIA had given him over her $ and this Affair, 
which from the knowledge of her Senti- 
ments threatned fo littl? difficulty in ac- 
complifhing, he found infinitely more hard 
than he could have imagin'd. He was ofi:ca 
alone with her indeed, but then it was only 
in fuch places as gave him no affurance he 
ihould not meet with an Interruption. She 
had no Apartment, as yet, allign'd her in 
the Palace, and to vifit her at her Father's 
Houfe, would have been far from advan- 
onghis DefignSi to entreat her to accqmpa* 
ny^im to any place of privacy, he thought 
would too plainly let her into his Keafons for 
fuch a Requcft, and give a Shock to her Mo- 
dcfty, which would enable her to tefupty 
tho* her Wilhes Ihould with the utmoft ar* 

dency prompt her to grant. --^^ Long 

was he debating within himfelf what couriie 

to 
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to take, and had till now, "^pcrliaps, been 
undetermined, had Chance not inteipos'd^ 
and put a period to the Conteft/ 

As he was one day in the Apartment of 
Hyanthe, he heard that Princefs call for 
EuRiDiCE, who was then walking in the 
Gardens of the Palace with Elaria i he 
happened to fee them as he was looking ouc 
of the Window, and immediately made an 
Errand down to tell her, that her attendance 
was required s on which, (he haAily taking 
leave of Elaria, that intended Vidim of 
his* amorous Flames was left alone with him. 
It prefently came into his Head, to make 
that place in which he firft received the know- 
ledge of her Love, the Seene of his accom- 
pliflhing it, and entertaining her with dif- 
courfes too-pleafirig to her Wilhes for her 
to break them off, Ilie was infenfibly led to 
the Gate which opcnd into the Wilderncfs; 
which he pufhing back with his Hand ill 
order, to go in^ her good Angel, that mo« 
ment, warning heir of the Danger to which 
(he was about to be exposed. Let us turn 
back, my Lord, faidjhey the wild Solitude 
of this place has nothing agreeable in it. — - 
Yet it was here. Madam! anfmefdhcy that 
I received that Infpiration which makes all 

my Merit 'twas here the God of Love 

firft (how'd me what his Power could do- 
Permit me to conduft you, and I will (how 
you that v^y fpot of Earth whence came the 

blifs- 
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blififtti Atiow which fi^t'd me cVct yotifs*^ 
It was not in the power of Elaria to com- 
prehend the Myltcry of thefe Words, and 
while fhe was paufing on the meaning of 
them, he took her by the Hand and drew hct 
intb thit Retirement, which feem'd, indeed, 
dcfign d by Nature for an Amorous Ren* 
dczvbus.!r— — On the ftill rifing Camomile 
no Tracks appeared to guide obfervance on 
the wanderer's Steps, and the clofe meeting » 
Trees deny'd accefs even to the Eye of 
1?HOEBUs; a thoufand little Grots on every 
fide, arch'd o'er with mingling Boughs, In- 
vited to repofe within their fweet recefs. 
Cari any thing, faid Aridanor, be more 
indulging to the Mind than this delightful 
Shade?*— Ho^ could I here lie down, 
forgetful of the World, its Cares, its noify 
Pieafures, and quite diflfoVd and f avifh'd in 
the Contemplation of ElAria's Charms, 
enjoy, in Theory, fuch Raptures asonlyflie 
hcrfelf could add to. Let any 'Woman 
who has experiehc'd the force of Love, con* 
fJder and pity the Cotifufion of this unhap- 
p^y Maid, divided between Fear and foft 
Defire, ftruggling with all her might to 
fmother both, yet both appa'rcnt to the 

witchful Lover* He took no advan- 

tage however of what he faw, nor prefs'd 
her in any manner which could alarm her 
Modefty, till they came to that Thicket where 
he had overheard her Converfation w.ith 
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Zelinda but then catchkig her at on^c 

in his Arms, and raviihing ten thoufand 
Kiffes fronci her trembling Lips in the few 
Steps he had to carry her, he bore her 
to the inmoft and moft dark part of the 
Grot, before, in the furprize this fudden 
alteration of hrs Behaviour involv'd her in, 
Ihe had the power of making ufe. of any 
Arguments or Perfuallons to oblige him to 

dcftft. Twas here, faid hty that Pat- 

fion firft took birth from Hope, and here 
fliall Hope expire in furc Pofleffion, and, 

Paflion receive its due Reward. Thefe 

Words were accompany'd by Adtons fuited 

to the meaning of them. At firft fhc had 

not the power of entreating, and foon it 
was too late $ the refolute Aridanor ier 
her know what 'twas he aim'd at, and ac- 

complifli'd it almoft at the fame time. So 

immediate was her Ruin, that before flic 
cou d think by what means fhe might avert 

it, there was no more to fear it was not 

now in Prayers, in Menaces, in Artifices, nor 
even Heaven itfelf to faveher 5 the fatal Deed 
was dope, the cruel Tranfport over, irrevo- 
cable Time not Deftiny can recall, or make 

what has been, to have never been :- -^ 

In floods of Tears her ftruggling Griefs 
fought eafe, and virtuous Refentment faia 
would have found vent in keen Reproaches, 
but more mighty Love here interposed, new" 
formed her Words, and what was' dcfignd 

for 
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(ot Fulry, cxprefs'd only Tcndemcfs 5 And ' 
6ll that her utmoft Efforts could bring forth 
of upbraidings, was only, Oh Aridanor ! 
too lovely cruel AridaKor, why have you 
undone me i And then immediately after, 
teftifying that the fears of his future Unkind- 
nefs were more terrible than the prelent 
ruin of herHonoflrj You will not love mc 
always, would jhe cry.^-^ — ~It is not to be 
fuppos'd that fuch a Man as Aridanor was 
wanting in his endeavours to make her fa- 
tisfy'd with what had paft'd between them, 
nor that loving to that infinite degree flic 
did, thofe endeavours were altogether un» 
fuCccfsful. A Pcrfon truly infpir'd with a 
great Paffion, never wonders at, nor can 
condemn theExcefs of it in another j and 
tho' thofe Delires with which the Soul of 
Aridanor Waspoflefs^d for the Enjoyment 
of Elaria, were not of that kind which 
may juftly bear the denomination of a per- 
fed Tendcrncfs, yet as he had always dif- 
guis'd them in fo artful a manner, as could 
make her believe them to be nootherwifc, 
it was the fame thing to her, and worked the 
fame cfFeft as if in reality. At length, won 
over by his Arguments to think Obedience to 
the Laws of Nature no Crime but in Imagi- 
nation, flie yielded to renewed Endear- 
ments, and met the guilty Joy with equal 
Warmth and Tranfports inconceivable. 
^ Being askM by her, if her Coufin had be- 

N a tray'd 
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tfay'dthe Secret of herPaffion to him, and 
by that breach of Truft encouraged him to 
make an attempt of the kind he had done ; 
he aflur'd her that (he had not, and very 
frankly confefs'd in what manner the know- 
ledge of her Sentiments had reached his 
Ears. , But tho, in juftice to Zelinda, he 
cleared her of this imagined Infidelity, he 
gaveEjLARiA fome hints, that it would not 
be prudent tq nitake her any further a Con- 
fidante in the Affair. 

With how much eafe do Men, when 
once they go about it, banifli an Idea they 
have been the moft violently charm'd with ! 
It is moft certain, that Aridanor had felt 
for IsMONDA more than ever was in the power 
of either Zelinda or Elaria to infpire ; 
yet that being a hopclefs Paffion, in giving 
way to thefe Amufements, he found that 
cafe which a Woman, in the like Circum- 
ftances, can feldom, if ever, arrive at, till 
Death at once puts a period to her Love and 
her Defires. He divided all thofe hours 
which he could borrow from the Bufinefs of 
the State, or his own domeftick Affairs, be- 
tween thefe two Ladies, and for fome time 
jrnanag'd the Intrigue with both fo well, that 
neither of them had the leaft Sufjpicion that 
fhe had a Rival in the other. 

But while he was thus endeavouring to 
forget Ismonda, he obtain d the Charader 
of being as happy with her, as his utmoft 

Hopes 
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Hopes had once flattered him he fliould be : 
That Servant-Maid who had difcoverd him 
in the Clofet, found the Secret too mighty 
for her Capacity to contain 5 fhe cou'd not 
forbear whifpering it to fome of her Com- 
panions, who happening to be of the famq 
Difpoittion, revcai'd it to as maijy more ; 
thofe imparted it to others, and fp on, till 
it became the common talk of ail the inferior 
Courtiers, and from them rofe gradually to 
the Ears of the Great ones. The Favoui: 
(he was in with the Princefs, her Beauty, and 
the Grandeur in which fhe liv'd, expofing 
her to the Envy of the lefs Fortunate, fhq 
wanted not a great number of thofe who 
were glad of this occafion to blaft her 
Fame. Barsina, fcap'd not the News, anci 
having of late perceiv'd a more than ordina^ 
ry coldnefs in her Husband, too readily, 
for her Peace of Mind, gave credit to it. 
The Princefs was the only Perfon who dif^ 
believ'd it; fhe krjcw that Ismonpa had 
ever behaved herfelf with an exemplary 
Difcretion and Modefty in the Anatolian 
Court, and could not think (he had de- 
ferv'd any other Charaftcr in Caratnania j 
however, Ihe intended to fpeak to her of it 
the firft time fhe had an opportunity. 

But what became of the enamour'd THEr 
ODORE at this Report! Never before hacj; 
he experienc'd the Pangs of jealous Rage, 
aiyi urjablc to endure tlie firft Emotions of 
* • ' N s ' it, 
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it, he Vas going to her Apai tmcnt to re-t 
pjroach her in fuch terms as he thought her 
Inconftancy merited from him ; but as he 
was crofling a Gallery, which parted his 
fide from that of thp Pf incefs's Wqm^n, he 
met DpRASPE, who throwing himfelf at 
his feet, conjured him to vouchfafc a pri- 
vate hearing of fomcthing which he had ^o 
communicate. The Mel^qcholy which ap-r 
pear'd in his Looks, and the Earneftnefs with 
whi(;h he fpoke, making it evident that 
fomething very extraordinary had happened, 
obliged the Prince to turn back s and as 
foon as they were together in his private 
Clofet, Oh, my royal Lotdyfaid thatper-^ 
flexed Nobleman^ never was a Mind tor- 
tured with an Anguifti fupcrior to mine, 
Crofs'd in my Love, and wounded in my 
Honour- — -Irene, forgetful to what fhc 
owes her Birth, has, in a mean Difguife, 
forfook pur Mother^? Houfe, and is retir'd 

where fqarch has yet been vain.*-^ A 

JLettcr which fhe left behind her Tpylct, 
would perfuade u$ the occafion of hpr flight 
was only left I fliould pompel her to a Mar- 
riage with Ern?sxus, but the whole Couiit 
try afcribes a different and moye fliamefuj. 
Caufe., Some late Difordcrs haye been ob^ 
ferved in her, which the Skilful will have 
to be the Eite£l:s of Pregnancy? and much 
I fear fhe has .top much dependcci on her 
Cpntraft with Marmili-io.— r^Contented 
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iliould I be, if only fhe, who caufed this 
Difgracc, were to endure the Infamy j but 
a Misfortune of this kind, rcflcfts on all 
the Family of the Wretch fo abandoned, 
but moft on me, as nearcft in Blood> and 

once too in Affedion. Nor am I, added 

h€j in lofs of Honour only curs'd, Arba- 
NES but this moment told me, that with- 
out I could prevail on Irene to become the 
Bride of Ernestus, I muft quit all hope 
of EURIDICE,— There is fomething fo 
very probable, replied the ^rincey in the 
juftice of the former part of your Fears, 
that I have nothing to offer for your Con- 
folatioh i but that whatever Faults fhe may 
have been guilty of, fhe cannot fo far de- 
mean herfelf,*as not to add to the Honour 
of Ernestus, by becoming his Wife: you 
need not doubt, but that fhould even the 
knowledge of it reach his ears, he will ftill 
continue his Afliduities. And one thing, 
methinks, fecms to forward your hopes, 
which is, that humbled by this Misfortune, 
fhe will no longer be refra£tory to your De- 
firts. I would advife you, therefore, to be 
as fecret as poffible in the Affair 5 and while 
youprefs for the confirmation of your Hap* 
pinefs with Euridice, flill keep their Ex- 
^cAations warm with the hope of Irene : 
•fijgn fome plaufible Excufe for her re- 
maining fol ong in the Country 5 and let 
j^h^pi tljinkihe but delays^ nipt denies what 

N4 you 



( X?4) 
you require. Dorasp?, whofe Mind was 
full of inward Vexation, would fain have 
engaged him in a longer Converfation, but 
the Prince was not at this time in a fit ftatc 
of humour to enter into long Difcourfes > 
and pretending bulinefs, difmiffed him from 
his prefence, with telling him, he would 
talk further with hina at (ome other oppor- 
tunity. 

But his impatience of fpeaking to Is- 
MONDA, being difappointed by her being 
not at her Apartment, wher\ he went. Re- 
collection reprefented to him, that it was 
beft not to accufe her, till he could do 
it in niilder terms than as yjct his Rage 
would give him leave to do. He confix 
der'd that there was a poffibility ihe might 
be wronged 5 and if fo, he. knew very well 
the great;nefs of her Spirit; would not ea^ 
fily forgive an unjuft Sufpicion, efpecially 
when declared with Ill-manners. He there* 
fore refolvcd not to fee. her in private, till 
he had enough bcconic maftcrof himfelfto 
talk to her with moderation 5 and that what 
he faid niight appear rather, as the effcds of 
thofe tender Doubts which arc almoft infc- 
parable from Love, than as the didates of 
^ jealous Refentment, and a. Paffion which 
jlook'd on itfelf as ill treated and deceived. 

Th End of the Third Tart. 

PART 
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PART IV. 




H I L £ the Prince of Caramania 
was labouring VLtidct the worft 
Torments of the Mind, his un- 
juftly fufpeffccd Miftr^ was re- 
joicing to find hcrfeif eas*d of the Perifc- 
cutions of his Rival. She had obfcrv'd the 
Freedoms which of late had pafs'd between 
him and Zelinda 5 ajid being perfectly ac- 
quainted with that Lady's Difpbfition to In- 
trigue, did not doubt biit that Arid ANOR 
had found the fecrct to pleafe her. She 
was, however, prodigioufly furprized to hear 
the Prince had been to vifit her 5 it not 
being his Cuftom to come to her Apart- 
ment without fending before, to inforni her 

of it, LySetta had told her, that flic 

perceived an unufual Gloom upon his Brow, 
ind that he exprefs'd the utmoft difcontent 
at not meeting her at home. She alfo faw 
him the fame Evening at the Princefs's A- 
partrocnt} and as Lovers cafily underftand 
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the Humour of each other, by their Eyes, 
(he thought (he difcovcr'd fomething in 
his^ that {he was unacquainted with s and a 
certain Coldnefs and forced Civility in all 
his Behaviour, the meaning of which (he 
fcould not comprehend : and being far from 
gueffing the truth, imputed the change of 
his Countepance tp the change of his Af- 
f edions. Perceiving him the fame the next 
day when (he faw him again, fhe made no 
dovfbt but that the Charms Of fbme new" 
Beauty had triumphed over the Gratitude ii^ 
ow'd her, ai>d began in fecret to curfe the 
mutability of the Heart of Man. Heartily 
did flie ^ifli for Marmillio, whofe coun* 
fel^ and perfed; knowledge of the Humoujr 
of his Prince, (he imagined might haye led 
her through this Labyrinth, yhich at pre^ 
fent feiem'd fo perplexing to her $ and ha- 
ving no body to whom (he could impart 
hcj: Sentiments on this occafion, fuflfer'd 
little lefs than tl)p jealous and impatient 
Theodore. 

In the jnean time, the occafion of their 
mutual Difquietswas not perfedly at eafe 5 
whilft Love was ftiow'ring on him his choir 
ceft Blcffings in favour of the Fair, ;h^ wan- 
ton God prepared for him P?rplei:ities at 
home, which almoft counfcrvaird the Plea? 
furcshe enjoy'd abroad, {iehad a Brothcf 
whofe Difpofition was no lefs amorous than 
Ijis own J he was alfp pyerjr way as well 

qua? 
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qualified for Succefs ^ feldom had he figh'd 
in vain 5 and wherefoever he carried his 
Addreffcs, the only certain way of depriving 
them of their wonted Force, was not to hear 
them. Barsina, who had exppriehced the 
Advantages a lovely Woman I]as by being 
fcen at Court j wliere Beauty appears more 
fplendid ^nd illuftrious than it can do in a^ 
fiy other Place, fent for a young Sifter, who 
had more than a moderate (hare of Charms, 
hoping that they might have the fam^e& 
fcft on fome Great Man, as thofe flie was 
miftrefs of, had worked on Aridanor. Ad- 
MIRA, for that was her Name, was indeed 
fo perfeftly compleat, that ftie no foonet 
appeared, adorned and fct forth with all the 
Advantages ofDrcfsand Grandeur, than (he 
attraded the Eyes of the whole Affembly ; A 
thoufand aching Hearts avow'd her Triumph, 
4 thoufand Stratagems were immediately 
forming 5 and fome too fuggefted by Hoh 
nour, for the ingaging this new, and dazling 
Beauty. But none was there on whom her 
Charms had greater influence, than on the 
Heart of Idomeus, the Brother of Arida- 
ijOR : He no fooner faw her, than he be- 
came enamoured with her 5 and no fooner 
felt the Emotions of that Paflion, than he 
fet his whole Wits at work for the grati- 
fication of it. He had a thoufand Oppor^ 
tunities, which the reft of her Admirers 
Vanted J Ihc was lodged in his Brother's Pa- 
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iace^ was the Sifter of Barsina ; and by that 
kind of relative Obligation^ might take mar 
ny Liberties with her, which from ano- 
ther would create fufpicion, and be look'4 
on as too prefuming. Without Teeming 
therefore to make Love, he made it in the 
moft effectual mannerj and all that he did, 
pafling for no more than the Complaifance 
which was owing from him to the Sifter 
jpf his Elder Brother's Wife, he was omit- 
ted^Q the Cautions given her how to be- 
haye to the others who declared themfelves 
her Lovers ; and he found the means to 
fteal himyfelf into jher AfFedions, as though 
withoift defiga,- She was young, un- 
experienced in the Artilfices of Love, axKl 
unknowing pf the Snare laid for her, fell 
into it With as much e^ie as the watchful 
Iluincr could with.— r — Being, in a manner^ 
one of the Family, he never wanted fircc 
accefs to her jChamber j was frequently a* 
lone with het $ would fometimes pafs many 
hours with her in reading 5 playing on the 
Mufkk, in whfch he was an adhiirable Pro- 
ficient J or in telling her the Court-news, 
The mutual liking which both teftificd of 
|:he other's Company, was afcribed by Bar- 
§JNA only to a conformity in their Hu- 
irnoursj andAaiDANOR, who better knew 
his Brother's Conftitution, was at this time 
too much engaged in his own Amours, tq 
pbfcrve that which was parrying on b^t wecr^f 

fhcin, 
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them* Repeated Opportuhities, ahd a cef* 
tain Languifliment in the Eyes of the fair 
A L M I R A, which fhe had not the artifice 
to conceal, at length emboldbn'd the im* 
patient Lover to endeavouif the accom- 
pliftiment of his defires. And one day, when 
Barsina was abroad, he took the advan- 
tage of being alone with her^ and at once 
attempted and attain'd all that he wifti'd, or 
hoped to enjoy. So fwift the pleafing Ruiil 
came, fhe had not time to knowy much icfi 
to m)ert the Danger 5 and when co ftipleatcd^ 
could not be recaird. 

The difficulty of a Lover is to obt^n 1 
his Point once gain'd, 'tis eafy to maintain 
his Power j and rarely, if ever, docs that 
Woman, who has yielded through Incli-^ 
nation, repent fo far of what fhe has ddne^ 
as not to fuffcr the dear Youth to repeat 
thofe Joys by which fhe was at firfl aban- 
doned to the foft Perdition. Idomeus and 
Almira, unfearing Satiety, and thinking 
themfelves fccure from all Difcovery and 
Blame, indulged their mutual Flames to all 

the wild cxccfs of guiky Rdptute. ^ Iba- 

MEUS, notwithflanding the natural Incon- 
fl:ancy of his Difpofition, confefs'd Delights 
in this young Beauty's Arms, \Hiich for i 
time engaged him wholly hers ; and to the 
ravifh'd Soul of fond Almira, he feem'd 
more than mortal.— Each fcem'd to vyc 
with the other which fhould exceed in Paft 

fion. 
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fion, and moft diflblvc in criminal Defirc^ 

•• But tills ivas but foJ: a time : Soon 

tlic fwcctncfs of tiicir too extravagant Blifs^ 
was to be imbitter'di Almira found her- 
fclf witli child i and by communicating the 
knowledge of this Misfortune to her Lover, 
perceived ftie had not only the Melancholy, 
and, if divulg'd. Shame of her Condition 
to fuftain, but alfo,- that the Author of it 
feem'd rather more uneafy for himfelf than 
her. He talk'd of nothing but the Difplea- 
fbrc of Aridanor, and the Reproaches of 
Barsina, and feem'd more to upbraid than 
pity the EfFed of their once fervent Love. 
It is ncediefs to fay how terrible a fliock 
this muft be to a Woman, who> in fiich a 
Gircumftance expeds Confolation only j 
and certainly deferves it from the Man to 
whofc fatal and undoing ArtiiSces fhe is in- 
debted for her approaching Mifery. 'Tii 
cafy to imagine (he felt all that Ingratitude, 
and Tendernefs abufed could inflid 5 yet 
would not the Mildnefs of her Nature fuf- 
fcr her to fay any thing which could be 
called feverc : but, when he defired, that 
both for his and her own fake ftie would 
keep it Iccrct, Alas! crfdflyey^tc Impof- 
fibilities to be cxpeded from me ? ■ Am 
I not in the Houfe wfth my Sifter, from 
whofe penetrating Judgment I might as 
well hope to blind the Eye of Heaven, as 
hide it long.— ^ And when, or how can I 

re- 



KtrloVc } What pretence have I for lea- 
ving her? Or, if I could invent one, ta 
whom fhould I apply i I have no Acquain- 
tance here, no Bofom- Friend, to whom I 
might impart the Myftery, and cxpeft re* 
lief. Something muft be done, replied he 
coldly i and tho' the management of fuch 
Affairs is more properly the bufinefs of 
your Sex, than ours, I will endeavour ta 
find fome Perfori with whom you may re- 
main \ butihouldthe Secret be made known, 
I think it will be infinitely lefs vexatious 
t{) us both, to have the Sufpicion light oa 
any other Man than me. • — It may oc- 
casion a Breach between Aridanor and 
Barsina, which never, perhaps, will be made 
up. I would have you, therefore, dear 
Ai^mira! entirely to conceal your Tender- 
nefs for me, or that I feel for you. — 
But this, purjued he^ perceiving fhe was 
burfting irtto tears at his words ^ is all but 
■fuppofition. — I hope we may order it fo, 
that all thofe from whom we would con- 
ceal it, Ihould have no conjecture of 
the reafon which induces you to remove^ 
which yet you need not think of for a long 
time. 

Reflefting Within himfelf, that he had 
not at the firft difcovery of this- Event, be- 
haved with that foftnefs which he ought ta 
have done, he endeavour'd to repair that 
Faulty by faying a great many kind and' 
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teiider things to her. Buty alas! thelittif 
Companion he had teftificd for the Riiin he 
j^ad brought on her, had akeady pierced her 
Heart too far^ for ail the Fondnefs that he 
could afterwards exprefs, to remove. She 
rightly judged, that thofe Emotions of the 
Mind, which in a furprize the unguarded 
Soul fends forth, are more to be believ'd 
than all the Tongue can fpeak> when Re- 
coUedion has given room for Artifice 5 and 
contemplating her Condition with Eyes 
unprejudiced, (he faw the mifery of it, nor 
could be blind to that profpefit of mingled 
Infamy and Horror, which open'd itfeif to 
her affrighted View. 

Her Griefs, join'd to thofe Diforders na- 
tural to Women in the like Circumftances,; 
threw her into fuch a deep Melancholy and 
Iridifpoiition, that (he was unfit for Com- 
pany ^ (he kept her Chamber, and evea 
there avoided being feen as much as pof* 
fible, fevcn by any of the Family j (he fan- 
cied that whoever looked on her would 
guefs th? occafion of her altered Counte- 
nance, and gave way to fo terrible a De- 
spair, that had it been of long continuance, 
muft certainly have ended in Madnefs. Hct 
refiling fometimes, even to admit her Sif- 
ter, made Idomeus not attempt going in- 
to her Chamber 5 not that he doubted her 
readinefs to accept his Vifit, but he thought 
that to be received when all the World be- 

fidc 
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Ude WciPC clettled, wduid look too partlcfl*' 
lar not tocaUfe infpef^ion into the rcafon 
of fo firing©' a^ Behaviour. Being vex'd at 
the heart iat h^r proceeding in this man- 
ner, he writ* a Lettei? of Advice to her, 
\(^hich'one/day, 'when Nvith Barsina he was 
fitting with' her, he dipt ittto her hand un- 
pcrceivU byrhat unfu^eding Lady. The 
Contents^ cf it were 'ai* follows* 

. .. * 

• * ^ i • * 

To the Lovely Ai#MifiA. 

WHV do you «cpf«sfs.a Terrot left 
i your Secret flicwld be dlvulg'd> 
and at the fame time-take the moft cfFedUal 
means to make it fo ? -^ Can any thing be 
more contrajpy to Ptudence than your Be- 
haviour ? — ^ Will not your alter'd Looks 

:put People on an <:i3quilry into the oc- 
cafion \ —•And that unufual Sadncfs which 

< fits upon your Brow, convince them that 
there is fomething more than IndiipoiltiOn 

: in the cafe ? — ^Why, my Deareft ! have 
you fo little regard eitlier of yoiiffelf, ot 
tneJ— — You fancy your Condition infi-^ 
nitely worfe than it is : How many Ladies 
have been, and doubtlefs are now in the 
fame, yet retain their accuftomed Giiety^ 
and pafs unfufpefted by the moft diligent 
obfervers? — — For Heaven's fake call your 
Reafon to yojir aid, and confidcr what it 

* is you do, and what it is you would a-» 

O ' void- 
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voQ. — r-It \% yet" a tong time before the 
Mirfi^ry \% m any daago:, but &om your- 
fe^f, of bcwg mack kioowA i .aB4 you may 
.^qpisBid on my Cmc to tike fudi mea* 
furcs as ibali fcciire ytour Rjeputaiiofi, and 
afidrd yao all tlus Ct>a<bl9tiian y<»u can 
wifli.— Rcfwnif jr |iier«&re, your former 
Sprighdmefs, wA \kx tbofe £y e« wiucfa firft 
lit up my Love^ ilUl (hme»an4 \k\t& me 
with their cheating Glances. — ^Nor let any 
Jealoufy of LtfVedifturb thy, gentle Soul. 
Believe me, my Adorable, thou art now as 
4ear, as chamung ta my ravilh'd Thpugty s, 
as in the cKtatic moment of our firi^ jpn- 
joyoKnt-o-n^^'— Hpwi:ruel arcyoutbcn> to 



anticipate thie worft thatTime or Age could 
^9 \ rrr^ Hofv many Wifsful Hours have wc 
i<5ft by this unkind Retirement ! — ^Scarce 
<:©uldl fuffer mprc, wet't thou inconlhmt ! 
ThrQw oft* thea a Sadnefs fo much an 
Enemy to Love, to thy Reputation, and 
t9 pur mutual Contentment $ and let us 
once more haften k> thofe Joys which 
only Aiou panft give» and none can be 
capable of reeeivipg in a manner more 
fublimcy than, 

* My For-evcr-lov'd Almira's 
^ Moft paiiionately Devoted, 

* And Faithful 

^ I DOM BUS. 
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y . S. ^ As a Proof of rhat X*»i«neft 
^ yott have fo often fworn, I again entseat 

* you will let mc fee you in publidt to- 

* morrow, which is the only means that 
^ can fecnrt: us dbat Happinefi in privace^ 

* which I ftlll flatter myfclf you languifii 

* for, with the fame Ardour you once con- 
^ fcfs'd, and 1 ffill feci. Acfeu ! my Chai- 
^ met." 

As the chief reafon of that Difcontent 
which had (eiz'd upon her Spirits, was the 
belief th^ (he was now grown mdi^rent 
to the dear Ruiner, the hope that (he had 
wrong'd him by an unjufi Sufpicion, dilfi- 
pated the greateftr part of it : ancf as her 
Defpair dccreafcd, thi fi>rec of Reafon 
ftrcngthcn*d itfdf in her. She faw, indeed> 
that ffiic bad taken wrong ftcps for the con- 
cealment of what fhe fo much fcar*d (hpukl 
fee difeovcr'd, and wond«'d how (he could 
have been fo loft to Thought, as to be guil- 
ty of it* A thoufand and a thoufand times 
ftc kifsM the dear Teftimony of her Eo?er^s 
Tmth, and refolv'd not to delay Obedience 
to the purport. She therefore ordered her 
Woman, that feme Evening, to let h« SiP 
ter know that fhe was better, and' deftrcd 
her Company 5 which that. aflFcftionatc La- 
dy rejoicing to hear, went to her immc- 
diatcly, and found Iter even beyond Ejb- 

O 2 pe^ation 



> 



< 196 ) 

peftation in fo fhort a time recovered. The 
next day flic dined at table witb the Fami- 
ly, and fome Strangcrs> who happened to 
. be there that day. 

- The Gardens belonging to the Palace of 
Ai«,iDANOR being extremely pleafant, they 
rail adjourned to pafs fome part of the Mid- 
^d^y's^Heat in thpfc refreftiing Groves: As 
4ja^y> were; walking up an Alley, which led 
to that delightful Recefs to which they 
were going, T^idanor, who happened to 
be behind AiAHRA, faw that in plucking 
a Handkerchief .out of her Pocket, fhc 
dropped a Paper; which he ftooping haftily 
JO take up, with a defign to reftore to her, 
uhe faw it was his Brother's Hand. The 
i-Surprize he was in, to fee it in aDiredion 
to a Lady, who, till flie came to live at his 
Houfe, he never had the leaft acquaintance 
with, ^and fmce had Opportunities too fre- 
quently for fpeech to have any occafion 
that he could think on to employ his Pen, 
.made him alter his defign of returning it 
to her : and as none in the company fs^w 
him take it up, he put it into his Pocket, 
refolving to inform himfelf of this Secret j 
and imagining there muft be fomething n\ore 
than ordinary in it, he foon.made an Ex- 
cufe for leaving his Guefts, and retired to 
his Clofet for th? fatisfa£tion of his Curiolity. 
I doubt not but my Reader eafily be- 
lieves this Letter was that which Idomeus 

* had 
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J\ad writ to the difconfplatc AtMiRA/'to* 
pcrfuade her to tak;e other meafures than.' 
thofc her late Sorrows had obliged her to^ 
give into, and indeed was the. only oh^h^ 
had at that time ever written to her. It 
is impoffible to know whether Aftonini-^ 
ment or Vexation was the moft pf edohii- 
jnant in the Mind of Aridanor, at this 
JSxplanation of his Sifter's, till now,niyfte- 
rious Griefs, or if he more condemned' his 
Brother for his Attempt on a Woman fo 
nearly related to his Wife, or her for taking 
fb little care to conceal what had piafs'd 
between them. — — iooMEUS has reafoii to. 
accufe her, /aid he to himfelfy as ftion as he^ 
had done reading i would any "VJ^oman, ]poC; 
fcfs'd of the fm^left fhare of Sen fe',. have 
arfted as (he has done? Her Melancholy, het 
Diforders, which (he (carcc ^im^d at djfr 
gulfing, A^tght, without tlie help of 
this Letter, hid we not all been blinded' 
by our good Opihion, have let us intd the' 

whole Secret \ Twas \vi-bn^ ih'^iihi^] 

however, to engage in an Intfigiife' \^lth tH^ 
Sifter of Barsina, noi: c^n \ caffily forgive* 
him for' the Difqaiets it. may poifibly; 
/create. ' ^ • ' ' '''' ' ' ^ ' '■•■.. 

He was for fome time divided* in his Sehj' 
timents, whetheir he flioirld take any riotlce; 
of the Difcbrery he had ihadei or ijbt i ^^^ 
fearing it might be further ;bl4ied, t:ht6lls;h? 
Negligence/ or ImprudeiYce*/ m feft reftflv'd^ 

} Apt 
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not to conceal it. As lie was in tbc& Co- 
gitacions, his Bcothcr> who ixroiidred at his 
leaving the Company iii £o abrupt a oiaiir 
nciy came to feck him : he fbujod him wkh 
the Lettet inhis hand, which, as foon as be 
(aw him cxixcx the Room, he threw to hirn^ 
tcllinj^ him he ought to be xaorc careful to 
whom he wxit; amd fkce he had beco 
guilty of £0 great a Faulty in a Family where 
nothing but the utmofl: Refpeft wa$ owing 
from him, he fhoald at Icafl: have warned 
the Perfon with whom he oommkred k% 
to be noOire cautious of hi$ and her owq 
Secret. Xhefe Words, and the (tght of the 
PapcTr ^ much confounded him, that for 
fomc moments he was wholly bereft of 
Spepch I and when he had the uie of iti 
was little afade to employ it in any ArgD* 
ment^ which might expife what he had 
done^ Arxpa^or, however^ continued 
not long the Severities with which be had 
accofiea him ; he could npt hcattily con^f 
dcmn that Ifx his Brother: to whi^h himfeif 
had but too gfcat a Propenfity, and more 
frequently indulged thaji chcelt'd. — rr^^nd 
a$ his gteateil: Perplexity wap, left what had 
happened fllould come to the knowledge of 
IfiAKSWAf hp charged him to behave to 
AhMULA in (Uch a maimer, as (hould prcr 
veitt her from giving any caufc of Sufpi^ 
cion, either through Inadvertency, or De- 
it^ Jhff ha4 $ long (po^yerfation to* 

gcth?f 
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gether on this .Sub^tft, whidi> it their re* 
tarn to the Companj, AftiDANOR excufed, 
by faying, he ha4 ;uft retdve^ feme Liters 
from the Country, which rtf(|uked an i^!^ 
mediate difpatch in anfwering. But the 
fix& time Idomeu^ found himfetf atone 
with Ai^MiRA, he gently nfvottd her for 
the otmffion (he had bee'n guilty of^ ih 
not burning his Letter , trhi^h be toM 
her he had found, his Urother having d^ 
fsrcd fbe might not knov he iKras in the 
Secret. Suppofe^ /aid M that BAftsiKii, 
or Aridanor, bad tak^n it ttp^, k u^s btft 
our Good-fortune vhich prevented ouif Se- 
cret from being dFfcovcr'd hy fhoTef from 
whom 'tis moft oor thtereft to eoficcs^l i^ s 
they were both in company when the fac- 
ial Scroll dYopp'd from yotrt Pocket, and 
might haire feen it as weU as E Foot Al- 
MiRA trembled all the time«he was %<ak- 
ing^ and could n^ for ^ good! while get 
over the Horror it involved her in, but eveh 
to tMnk how near fiie had been to ^htt 
(he mod dreaded : This d^er fttiiit her 
readily agree with him to be more eaertkms 
and circumfpe£t thasi they had been, t^ be 
lef9 frequenrly ^lone together than former- 
ly, and on m^ occafiois^ whatevler to be- 
have tn a manner which could awaken Ob^ 
icrvation to a Sciutkvy^ into their Difj^odr 
tiam* Itfoufsos did not Ml to aoqiMkint 
bii Brother vMch th^ Difeo^iife which had 

Q 4 pafs'd 
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pafs'd between them, and the Rcfolutian^ 
wh^ch both of them had taken to kgulatg 
their future Conduft 5. yet was he not pcrr 
fedly at cafe ; h? koew very well, that to 
Jceep the Condition in which.AtMiRA was, 
eternally a Secret, there were a million of 
Chances agalnft one; and could not de- 
fend himfclf from the Apprehcnfions he 
was daily pcrfecutcd with, .This Accident 
ferv'd to let; him know, that B4r$ina was 
more dear to him, than hc hi^mfclflwas 
fenfiblc of befpr^s fincQ it was the fole 
fear of .:giying her difquict, which occar 
iioned fo much in his own Breaft, 

To make the Proverb good, which fays, 
T^hat one Vexation feldom arrives, without 
being attended by others h'y/hi\^ he was 
(iruggling with that whiph th? knowledge 
of Idomeus's Jntrigue had given him, he 
received no iijconfiderable Addition to it, 
through the Jcalpufy of ZtHNDA. That 
Lady, as well ^s oj:hers, had heard the Story, 
fat which the whole Court diverted them- 
fclves, of Aridanor having been lock'd up 
in the Clofet of Ismonda j and remembring 
thax fhe had formerly obferv'd hehadtrcar-r 
pd her with a Gpmplaifance, whigh might 
yery veil be tjikerv for Love, and that of 
late they h^d feem'd to • fhun each: other's 
Prefence, and if -they met, behav'd witK 
g Coldnefs and- Difrefpcft* unbecqnjutg 
pf either of. their qhgr4a«s 5 in reality; 
/' . ^ ' ftie 
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ihe niarfe no doubt but there was an Amour, 
and that pcrcxiving it grew talked of, they 
had agreed to afFed this Indifference in 
publick, that the Fondnefs which in pri- 
vate they indulged, might be lefs liable 
to Sufpicion. — She had an cktraord|hary 
opinion of herfcif, and thought that when 
(he condefcended to favour a Map in the 
manner flie had done Aridanor, he ought 
to banifh all former Impreffions from his 
Soul, and devote it wholly to her. But 
rcfolving to be fully aflfur'd, that he was 
falfe, before fhe gave him any Proofs that 
ftie was jealous, ihc carefully obfer^'d all his 
Words and Adions, when in the prefence 
of IsMONDA ; but that indrawn notice of his 
Eyes, which was occafion'd by Refentment, 
and the Fears of relapfing into hij former 
Paffion, (he took for the EfF#ds of Caution, 
and imagined he looked not on her, bccaufe 
fcnfible he could not look on her without 
difcovering too great a Tenderncfs : In fine, 
every thing (he heard, every thing ftie faw, 
more confirming her that the report of the 
Amour between them was not without rea- 
fon; file was beginning to corifider ia 
what terms fhe Ihould reproach him, and 
more expofc her Rival to the Ridicule of 
the Court. She happened to be alone in 
riic Palace-Gardens one Evening, indulging 
her 111- humour, when fhe faw Aridanor 
pafs fwiftly by, unf?eing her;, and go di- 
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xtetly to the Gate which kd inta the Wit^ 
dcrncfs. The Solitude of the Place which 
(be £aw him enteti and the hafte he made 
to arrive at it, had very much the Air of 
an amorous Rendezvous, and fhc bleis'd 
her good Stars for giving her this oppor* 
tunicy of detefting him. She confider'd 
not long therefore^ what it was (he had to 
dOi but following the Path he took> wm 
in the Wildemefs a very few Minutes bc« 
hind him : She left not a Grotto unfcarch'd 
all the way fhe went ; but Fortune not jn 
direfting her to the right, fo much time 
was (pent, that (he diiappoimed not the 
Perfons (he fought, of accomplifhing the lit- 
tent they had in meeting. Tis impoffibie 
to exprefs how much Vexation this Rie-* 
fle£kion' tgave htrj but refolving to make 
iierfelf amends> by the Revenge £be wotild 
hereafter take on the Rqfnitarion of her Ri* 
val, (he profecuted her fearch: and being 
at laft come to that place, which was in 
reality the Scene of ^cir ftolen Joys, (he 
faw Aridanor come out of the m^ dttk 
and tba^f Rec^fs the whole Wildernefs af«e 
^ded, aiKl to her unfpeakablc Surprize^ 
laot IsMOiKDA, but £(,A]iiA in bis hand* 

Never were any Per(bns more covered 
with Confufion than were thefe three ^ 'tis 
dif&cult to fay which of* tbrm had the great* 
eft 0Utf:e of it s Emhia a( perceiving hce 

Amour 
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Amour Vas diiix)vcr'd } Aridakor that it 
was fo, by the very Woman, from whom> 
next his Wife, iie would moft carefully have 
concealed it ; or Zclikda, at finding her- 
fclf miflaken in the Obfeft of her Jealoufy* 
This Lady» however, had the advantage of 
fifft being able to recoiled herfelf, and with 
the moft fcomfttl and malicious 'Smile (he 
could put on, accofted Aridakor in thefe 
terms : I thought to have found you in other 
Company, my \jotd^fiUdfbe\wx couldlhave 
believ'dyWithout having been convinc*d of h 
by my own Eyes, that a Girl to imexperi- 
cnc'd in Convcrfatkm as Elaria is, coukl 
artra£k a Man of yourLordfliip's nice Gouft 
half a minute $ much lefs could I have 
thought (continued fl^j turning her Eyes 
MS Elaria, whofe Face through Jbame 
md anger was d/duU aver with a fear let 
Uufl) that the Modeily of my feemingly in- 
nocent Couitn would have fuffer'd her to 
make amorous Appointments, Hea- 
vens ! crfdfbey How could you be fo inde- 
cent, fo horridly wicked, as to commit fuch 
anAftion in the face of the Sun^ Jf Love 
be a Crime, teplfd Aripanor, ve»*d to 
the ^ery Soul, 1 know not why it (hould be 
ab(blv'4 at one time mcure than another-^ 
Circumftiinces indeed may very much ex- 
tenuate or alleviate the Guilt, and you know 
very well, Madam! that there are feme 
Udi» VhP tWnk fhaf Paflion is in itfclf 

aji 
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an cxcufc for breaking through the ftridcft 
Tycs. ■ Let us talk no more, therefore, 

I befeech you of this matter, Elaria is 
pcrfedly innocent of what you Jeem xo 
accufe her— —I met her here by chance, 
and thinking it unbecoming in a Lady of 
her Age to give way to thofe Refledions 
the Melaflcholy of this folitary Place in- 
fpires, offered my Service to condnft her back 
jtp the Palace. Extretaely well, rejum'd 
^Z^jBLiNDA peevifhly 5 and your Lordlhip too 

came here to indulge Chagrin .> 'But now 

I think qn't, that may poflibly be true i you 
like being jlpac fometimes, or you would 
fiot have had patience to have been lock'd 
up for two long htours in the Clofet of Is- 
MONDAwi — —-You fee, my Lord, added fbey 
feeing him look prodigiaufy amazed at 
thefe Words y that I have a perfeft Intelli- 
gence of your Amours, and it muft be con- 
fefs'd indeed, . that you are a Man of ad- 
pairable Addrefs to carry on fo many diffe- 
rent ones : at the fame time, all too with 
Women of the Court, and yet preferve 
yourfelf from the Effefts of Jealoufy. Jea- 
loufy. Madam ! anfwer'd he 5 if I gave 
caufc for it, it would be of iittlc fervicc to 
the Woman who tejftify'd it to.aMan of my 
Difpofrtion; and I would, above all things, 
have her who thinkis my Eftcchi worthy of! 
her regard, to abftain from, that pernicious 
Paffion, 'tjs flip yej:}cpoifQn .of Love; nor 

would 
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lyduld I fcarch foy Plcafurc in a Bed of 
Snakes, tho' eover'd with: a Venus. '■ Moft 
Heroically indeed, y4/V/ZiEiiiNDA, you affett 
the Prerogative of your Sex; and fincc you 
a^e of .this, humour, I ' cpngratulate your 
Choice ; from the tame humble Spirit of E- 
i,ARiA you fc;ar no Reproaches : perhaps flie 
thinks your Love, at leajft the {how of it, fo 
^reat a Favour, that fhe ought not to repine 
at the {haie.y ou beftow of it on others— But* 
continued fhey with the . utmoji Jpite, fot 
fear fhe Ihould not enough know how to 
exprc fs her Gratitude, Orsames ftiall in- 
firuft her what to do, nor will I delay one 
moment acquainting, him with the Honout 
his Family receives in the deference you pay 
his Daughter. I, hope then. Madam ! anfwefd 
hCy provokd b^ymd meafure at this Menace^ 
that you will not forget to inform him alfo, 
that howeyer Elaria. may have proved, 
there are other Ladies of his Family who do 
not love Ingratitude, ^and chuie rather, to 
confer* Favours unask'd, than refufe them 
when they ate the Merit of a long Service. 
Zelinda could not avoid hearing this Re- 
proach, tho fhe feem'd not to do fo ; and 
having turn'd upon her heel juft as fhe had 
concluded the Words already repeated, was 
tripping away as faft fhe could when he be- 
gan to fpeak, and turn'd not back to con- 
tinue a Converfation in which fhe had lit- 
tle reafon to expeft fhe fhould have the bet- 
ter. ' Poor 
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Poor Elaria, who .all the time (he had 
been thcic^ had not uttered a Sf Ikhk^ nor 
dared, through Fear and Shame, fcarce to lift 
up her ^yes, now tturnM them on her dear 
UndocTi and pouring forth at the fame 
time a torrent of Tears, What will become 
of me, my Lord } fiud fb§ $ this cruel Wo- 
man will certainly betray me, and I no 
more can foe my Father"^ face. This La- 
mentatk>n was more catting to Ahidanor, 
than all the Raillery of the other had been, 
ttdt only that he was really concernM for 
what m%ht happen, throi^h the Pride and 
Jealoafy of yUi offended Rival, but alfo 
that this Demand Included ibmettung oT a 
Dqiendance on him, which was no ways 
plcafiog to him. Difguifii^ therefore ^1 
tliefearsbehddof Zklinda's making good 
her Threats, Why are yon tetrify'd, my dear 
EbAHj A \ faid he : Your Coofin will not 
certainly be fo baft as to expoft you, nor 
can I think fhc would be the bearer of a 

Theme fo unwelcome to a Father's ear. 

Bcildes, (he can at moft Imt have a fufpicion 
of our Amour, and will not venture to 
make what is in her but bare Imagination^ 
pafs on others for current Truth.- ■ Be- 
pend on it^ comiimed hty finding kerjfiil 
unfatisf^% there is nothing in wiiat you ap- 
ptehend, nor do I forefce any Cenfequence 
Iromthis Meeting, half fobad as the preient 
Difcompofure of your Mind.— -~«Clear up 

then» 
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then, my Angel, thy dtooping Spirits, and 
b({lievc I fufFer more in the iiglit of thy DiC- 
orders, than any thing which can enfuc 
will make tKecfeel. 

He purfufd his Endf^avours to re-aflure her 
all the way they walk'd together, and being 
oocne within the Garden, he took leave 
and feparated, becaafe tiie Walks were at 
that time very foil of Company. Barsina 
and A1.MIRA, with (bme other Ladies, ap- 
peared at a little diftance ; to whom he im* 
mediately join'd himfclf, as did El art a 
with two or three who (be faw tcgetiier of 
her jicquaintance. 

Bat too true a Prefage had this unhappy 
Beauty of her approaching Misfortune : At 
her coming home, (he found Zelinda there 
before her, and by tier Countenance, as 
well as by the mingled Grief and Indigna- 
tion which (he beheld in that ot both her 
Parents, immediately knew the Evil (he fo 
xhuch dreaded, had in reality befallen hen 
The Servants, who at her entrance into the 
Room, were waiting, being difmifs'd, (he 
continued ndt a moment in fufpence. Or- 
S4M£S, with all the marks of the moft vio- 
lent Fury in his Voice and Eyes, took her 
Jby the tjrembling Arm, and accofted her in 
thefe Terms : Is it polfibk> /aid he^ that 
thou canYl fo much degenerate from thy 
Mother's Virtue, and thy Fatherls Spirit, as 
to iubmit thy felf the Slave of bafe Deftres i 

and 
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and foxgctfal of thy owo and Houfc'^ Hd* 
nour^ yield to become the loofe Diverfion 
of an idle Hpur, and fit Society for none but 
fuch as live by Proftitutiqn ?r — Spcak^^T*- 
fiCd hey {growing more fief ce^as by her Tears 
and Tremblings he found more reafon to be-* 
lieve the Truth of what he had heard) art 
thou this Wretch > * - ■ ■ Haft thou at oocc 
caft olF all Senfe of Honour, Virtue, and 
Reputation? With ir^nite. difficulty, fhc. 
at laft faiivly anfwer'd. No i but was un-^ 
able to bring forth morq : and the griey'd Fa^ 
ther ftill perfifting in his Reproaches, which 
were feconded by the more peircing, if pof*. 
fible, Sorrows of a moft .tender Mother^ 
ftruck fo deeply to the fair Offender's Hearty 
t^at fhe fell fainting at their feet, happy, 
in d ftiort Ceflation, from the Pangs of 
Thought, and the juft Senfe of her forlorn 
Condition^ and the fad State to which (he 
had reduced Parents to whom flie had been 
fb dean 

Never was a Scertc mote moving, thi 
mournful Mother weeping o'er her ruin'd 
Offspring 5 the unhappy Father divided be- 
tween Grief, and Rage, and Pity 5 Reviliogs 
fiird his mouth, but the faft Sighs which 
every now and then broke in upon his 
A?l^ords, and ftopp'd the flruggUng Accents, 
declar'd there was a ftock of Tendcrnefs 
Within, which would not fuffer him to for* 
get it was his darling Daughter he was about 

to 
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tb cuffe : with fuddcn ftarts Jike thofe 
\vhich Frenzy caufcs, he flx>ocl and gaz'd on 
the ftill dear, the' ruin'd Beauty, while the 
no lefs aiRifted, tho more paticflt Mother, 
was with Zelinda, employing their ut*' 
moft care to recover her from the Swoon 
which conlxlious Guilt and Shame had 
thrown her in. As foon as fhe came to her* 
fclf, Alas! my dear Coufin, yZr/^ Zelinda 
to hety how griev'd am I to fee yo£i thus l~^ 
yet I could not refolve to fee you perfcvere 
in a Conduft fo difhonourable to yottrfelf 
andFamily> without informing thofc of it, 
who only can oblige you to regulate it for, 

the future. You know, that whcii firft 

you made me the Confidante of your un- 
happy Paflion for this deftrudite Arida- 
NOR, 1 did not fail to fet before your Eyes 
the danger of giving way to it/ 1 reminded 
you of his being married, and of the Gaity 
of his Humour, which would not foffer him 
to lofeany opportunity you fliould give him 

of taking an advantage over you ■ Youi 

promis'd then to take my Counfel, and 
while I hoped you did, forbore to utter the 
Icaft fyllabie of what 1 knew; but you 
havfe now undone yourfelf in every Cit- . 
caimftance; and would to Heaven, added 
jhey with a feign' d Sigh, T were the<)niy 
Perfon about Court tb whom youi: Secret 
were divulg'd ; but you have been too pub" 

P - litk^ 
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lick in your Amour, not to have made even 
Barsina hcrfclf fufpcft it. 

In this manner> under the pretence of 
Fricndftiip «and Concern for her, did (he go 
on pcrfqcuting her unfortunate Coultn^ 
and while (he fecm'd to pity the Condition 
pf fo near a Relation, fccrctly triumphed in 
cxpoflng a Rival j who, tooartlefs and unex- 
perienced in Deceit, had nothing to aafwer 
which cou'd Jpiakc her be thought lefs guilty 
than Ihe bad been reprefented : and the per- 

P^lcxU Orsames, and her troubled Mother, 
had fcom her o^n Behaviour but too many 
^opfif matioGS. of the Truth of what they 
had been^ told by Zexinda. Rcfolving 
therefore to. put a period to an Affair fo 
ofFenftvc to Virtue and to their Honour, 
they fent her down to a Relation they had 
in a far d^iftant Country, ordering her to 
be ftridly watch'd and kept there, and even 
deny'd the privilege of Pci) or Paper, to 
the end that ihe might have no means of in* 
forming Aridanor of the place of her 
abode, or encourage him to attempt any 
thing for th^ recovering her. 

But, alas ! this laft part c^ the Charge 
they gave, might have bech fparcd 5 the 
Paffion of Ar^>anor had already had its 
fill, and bad . no longer thofe impatient 
Longings, vhich put Mea on combating 
with the grcateft Difficulties for the Gratifi- 
catioii.— — -He was, indeed, infinitely 

* vcx'd. 



vex'd, tbat^fLiNDA had fo ftitich ttiC6h to 
fufpcdl her Gdulin had given him the fame 
Proofs of an uflgoverAable Tqnderntfs which 
herfelf had donCj becaufc he doubted not 
but that her Jcaloufy, joined with that na- 
tural Propehflty moft Women have to cx- 
pofe the Faults of each other> would ^akc 
her difclofe this to as many as ftie Was ac- 
quainted with. 

El ARIA was no fooncr fent away, than 
he was informed of it by Ihe who had occa- 
fion'd it : If I have not the power over your 
Affeftiori^, fdidfhe haughtilfj you fee I can 
over thofeyou have preferred to me 5 EtA- 
RiA is g6ne to a placie, whence ^11 your 
Love will hot afford you the Hfieai^s to 
bring her back." ■ ' ■ ■■ T his 14cWs- was far 
from being fo great a trouble to- him, as 
Zelinda imagin'd it woukf be 5 afid tjtking 
this opportunity, which her Jeal6ufy gave 
him, of being rid of both at once, he told 
her, ^hat he loved Tranquillity too well,- to 
part with it on any corifideratiori 5 that he 
would not b^ made uneafy by the Caprice 
of any Woman 5 and that, in fine, hi foutid 
fo much trouble in Iritrigue, that he WdUld, 
f&r the future, confine his whole DfeUi*esin 
the compafe of BARsmA's^rms. ' l/hfefc 
Words were like a- Thunder-clap- tb the 
lEars of her to whom they were addrefs'd 5 
who; expefting no fuch matter, and ftiil 
jSnding too many Gharrtis ia him tio^c^)ii- 
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fcnt to part with hi)m, cndcavouf'd to cx- 

rcule the Raflinefs of her Jcaloufy, and pro- 

tefted fhe would no more pry . into his 

: Amours, or attempt to difturb him in the 

purfuit of any thing in which he proposed 

- a Pleafurc. . Aridanor wanted not Good- 

nature'i and feeing Ihe had fubmitted to 

his Humour .fo much beyond what he could 

have imagin'd frq|n one of hers, he thought 

it too much to humble her Spirit, and 

make miferable her Love at the fame time: 

• and taking her in his Arms, affur'd her he 
would not dhly forgive what flic had done 
on the fcore of El aria, but alfo con- 
tinue his AfFeftions to her, with the fame 
Tcnderne^ -^nd Ardour as before. Now 
was (he , as happy in her own Imagination, 

. as flip had made her Rival wretched 5 but 

how-lpng Fate pertpitted her this pjleffing, we 
^ihall .hereafter difcpyer. The chief Sub;eflts 

of our Hiftory, Theodore vand Ismonda, 
i at prefent claini our Attention^ and require 
:;We flioui4 look into the means by which 
^, they, vere extricated from ^hat Labyi;inth 
: of l?erplcxities> in which, we lately left them 

bewHder'd and involved. 
. , The^ good Princefs, extremely; troubled 
. at the Report which was fpf ead abroad of 

her favourite, delayM not to acquaint her 

• '^^itb >vha5 fli^ had heard ; And- the Vexa- 
_tioft IsMONDA cqrKeiv'd at fo unlopk'd-for 

:mdmKy: to her Repatatiorv; liad- been in- 



fupportable, had it not been fwceten'd by 
the belief, that this it was which occafion'd 
the late change in the behaviour of the 
Prince toward her 5 and that it was not to 
the want of Conftancy in him, but thejca- 
loufy he had of hers, fhc ow'd the^Eftrange- 
mcnt which for fomc days had been be- 
twecn th6m.- She attefted her Innocence* 
wkh all the Aflcverations which her dcfire 
of being clear'd could fuggcftj ^nd fearing- 
that every thing which came from, her fclf. 
might be liable to Sufpicion,' entreated her 
royal Miftrefs to put the fame Qucftions to 
Aridanor as fhc had done to her : No, 
no, /aid fbe, I am enough conviacU by 
vhat yourfelf afliires me 5 but if I w6rc 
not fo, (hould little depend on what a Lover 
fhould alledge in the Vindication of a 
Mi/lrefs. — ^—^ I doubt not but Aridanor 
Im honour enough rather to endure the 
repi'oa^l^ of not having been' able to pleafe 
a Lady, than boaft the Favours he receives 
from her, to the prejudice of her Reputa- 
tion. After fome little time being paft in 
thefc kind of Difcourfes, Ismonda retir'd 
to her own Apartment, tp ruminate on 
what fhc had. heard, and confider what 
means were beft for her tq make ufe of, in 
order to undeceive the Pf ince from the un- 
juft Opinion me now not doubted but hp 
had cntertain'd of her. Anc} jiot haying ^ 

finy opportunity of hplding ^ long (Donver- 
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fation, he having refrain'd viiiting her of 
late, flic rcfolv'd to write tp bitp in fucb a 
manner, as fhould engage him to come, if, 
Vith his good opinion of her Condu^, he 
had not alfo thrown off all the Jcndcrncfs 
he once had for her. Nothing being fo 
terrible to a Woman of Spirit as Sufpence, 
fhe delayed not to enforce the Certainty of 
her Fate, by employing her Pen tQ him in 
this manner. 



IsMONDA ta Thjeodore, tke 4e4r Sovereign 
of her Soulj, and onh Ruler of all her 
Thoughts^ her Wot as ^ tmd ABions, 



WHAT Terrors, O thou Life of all. 
Oiy Joys 1 what a wild Ma?e of 
Fears, and Doubts, and Jealousies, and 
difmal Apprehenfions, have you fuffer'd 
me to be involv'd in J -What from 



your altered Looks and Abfcnce could I 
conjefture, but that I was undone, my 
Love grown tafteicfs, and my Form un- 

pleafing to your EyesJ-t- — Tis bu{ 

this moment that 1 had room tp ^jopc it 
was not fo, and blcfs the happy Scandal 
which gives me leave to think 'tis not In- 
diffetence, or Hate, that keeps you from 

me. Be angry, be jealous, but ftill re^ 

tain youf Love 5 my Innocence and un- 
fhaken Faith will, fomc time or other, 
I find th^ way to chafe the two former 

' Paffions 
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Paiuons from yoirr Brcaft, but the latter, 
if once loft, is never to be retrieved. ~— 
The Princefi, more kind than Theoiwre^ 
has informed me of the Afperfions thrown 

on me on Aridanor*s fcore. ^Oh, 

Prince t could you believe me guilty > — 
But I will not accufe you, but myfelf, 
for not revealing to you fooner the whole 
Hiftory of tliat Affair, which has occa- 
fioned me this Taint in my Reputation, 

and you thefe nfeedlcfs Jealoufies.- 

Think, I conjure you, my dear Prince i 
but fure I need not remind you of it 5 
would I have forfaken the faithful Arms 
of fond Adrastus, my native Country, 
and unnumbred Friends, forfeited that 
Virtue which froni my Youth I ftriftly had 
prcferv'd, ajid run fo imminent a Hazard 
of lofing my Charader, equally precious 
with my Life 5 would I have done all this 
to purchafc Theodore's Affcftion, if I 
had thought it fo mean a Blefling, as to 
confent to part with it in exchange for 

Aridakor ? O, 'tijs an Injury to my 

Underftandine, 3s well as to my Truth^ 
to imagine, that, after thee, there is any 
thing in the whole Sex befide, capable of 

attrading my Regard. Jiafte then, and 

do me jufticc. — I live not but for thee, 
and if fp wretched to be deprived of that 
pnly AiJ^j only Ambition 01 my defiring 
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r Soul, thy Love, (hall return to Anatolia^ 
* and die, as I have liv'd, 

My Ador'd Theodore's, 
ever Paflionately Faithful, 

ISMONDA« 

She fent this by a Page, whofe Fidelity 
flic had cxpcrienc'd, ordering him to ob- 
fcrve when the Prince was retiring to his 
Clofet, as it was his Cuftom to do every 
Evening, and deliver the Paper into his 
own hands. He faii'd not to obty pundu- 
ally the Dircftions fhc gave him, and in- 
ftead of lofing any time in writing, he fent 
her back for anfwcr, by word of mouth, 
that' in half an hour he would, fee her at 
her own Apartment, *. There needed no 
xnorc to convince this pcrfc^ Lover of her 
Truth, than telling him foj he had this 
juft opinion of all grpat Spirits, that what- 
ever Faults they may be guilty of, they ne- 
ver arc of Infincfriry, and that hers was 
of that kind, hp had had a thoufand In- 

fiances.--^ —He now gave to the Winds 

his late Diftruft, and if he had any Uneafi- 
nefs, it w^as in the reflcdion how much 
he had been to blame, togive any entrance 
to a Paflion fo mean as Jealouly.— — ^-r- 
Her rightly applying the caufe of his cftrange- 
ing himfclf in the manner he. had dope for 
Ipme xlays, was a new Charm to his tranf- 

ported 
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ported Soul.^ ^ How much beyond her 

• Sex, in every thing, is that Woman ! /aid 
he to himfelfi how far. from their little 
Doubts, and impertinent Apprchen^ons t 
She fees iiita the mofl: hidden Meanings, 
and never )udgies but with almighty Kea* 
fon. — ^ — -And then again would he cry 
out. How unworthy am I to poffefs fuch 
Excellence, who could fufpcd her for any 
thing lefe than (he appears ?—^Shc is a- 
hove Hypociify, or the meaner views 
of vulgar Spirits, and in every Adion de- 
notes a gcncr9us and drdntcteftcd Flame^ 
and that not the Royalty^ but the ^erfon 
of the happy Theodore, .was the Objcft 
of her Affe^ions. 

With thefe rapturous Rcfleftions did he 
entertain *himfclf while alone 5 but when 
they met, where is the Pen which can de- 
fcribethc mighty Joy ! The Hcafures of Re- 
conciliation between Lovers \s anfpcakablc, 
unconceivable but by thofc who^ have felt 
what 'tis to have the fwelling Heart long 
torn with anxious Doubts, arid fired with 
Jealoufy, at once reftor'd to Peace, to Hap- 
pinefs, and all thtt Heaven of Felicity which 
mutual Love affords. Such was the ftatc 
this blifsful Pair now fhar'd, and never had 
rewarded Paffion fiU'd them with Extafics 
jnore divine, more infupportable to ftaggcr-^ 
ipg Senfc ! They were fo great, they fcarce 
were to be bcfrnc, ^vi!li to have been more, 
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muft have beca fatal.^^^^So Httle is fluma* 
nity capable of fuftathing the Emotions of 
the Spirit^ were there not Bars by Nature 
planfed to refttain its force. 

In the firft Truce from fpecchlcfs Tranit 
ports> and tumultuous Bllifes, Ismonda re- 
counted , to him the whole HUlory of the 
Ferfecntions ihe had received from Arida- 
NOR> and the reafon of hft concealing him 
in the Clofeti but by what means this 
came to be known, neither of them could 
imagine. No body could think that Ari- 
PANOR had ifo little Honour^ as to mention 
fuch an Adventure, had it terminated to his 
advantage, much lefe when it happened fo 
much the contrary. And the Fidelity of 
Lysetta, who was the only Perfon whom 
IsMONDA had trufted with that Xffair, had 
been too much experienced, to permit: a 
doubt on her (tde. It gave alfo fome little 
Difcontent to Theodore, to be told that 
their Amour was fufpeded, cfpecially by a 
Perfon, who, being an unhappy Rival, might 
fuffcr thp Diftates of his MalUe^ to ovcr^ 
pome thofe of his Qenerofity : but Ismonda 
ibon cas'd him of thofc Apprchenfions, by 
tcUing him, that (he had obfcrv'd a more 
than ordinary Familiarity between him and 
Belinda ^ that fhe was more than half af- 
furcd, there was an Intimacy between 
them; and that he had now forgotten the 
Paifion he fprmcrly profcf^d for her> and 

the 



the Treatment he had received from her. 
It v^as cafy indeed at this time^ to drive 
all Coniiderations, which were uncafy, from 
a Mind which rcfolv'd to devote itfelf whol- 
ly to Love acnd Pleafure. He fpoke of it 

no more, and the remaining moments they 
pafs'd together, were only taken up with 
mutual Endearments. 

To add to the Contentment of this once 
more happy Prince, he received news froxn 
Marmxllio, that Lutetia was not only 
brought to bed, but alfo, that the Chiki fhc 
went with expired almcA i$ foon as born, 
and that that Favourite had made a conlt- 
dcrable progrefs in the Task enjoin'd him^^ 
of reconciling her to the thoughts of being 
no longer of fervice to the pleafiire of her 
Prince. All dangers of any difcovery from 
that, quarter being pretty well over, he re- 
fblv'd, for the future, never to be guilty of 
any thing, which, if Ismonda were witneft 
of, would caufc any Interruption in thei|: 
Love. He had nothing now to apprehend, 
but on the fcore of Euridice 5 and Do- 
RASPE continually foUiciting him to inr 
ftuence Arbanes to confent to their Nup- 
tials before thofe of Irene with Ernestus 
could be celebrated J he thought it bcft to 
yield to his Entreaties, and at the fame 
fime oblige himfelf, by (ccing that Lady 
fJifpofcd of, in a manner which would take 
ftpm her the power of exprcffing a Ten-r 
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derncft which, laid him undct a Ncccfltty^ 
of diflcmbling :wit;h her 5' yet jftill retaining 
a dcfoc of dcliVjCjing Marmillio from the 
fame Troubles himfclf h^d bten involv'd 
in, he oblig d Doraspe to fign the Articles 
of Marriage for Irene with Ernestus, bcr 
fore he mentioned the Affair to Arbanes, 
But that being done, the other was well 
pleafed to ponfcnt to the promotioti of 
his Neice, not doubting but that of his 
Son would imn^diately cnfue. Doraspe 
was tranfported at the Conceflion, Area- 
NEs well fatisfied, Euridice was the only 
Pcrfon who expreflcd any Reluftancej and 
it was not without ten thoafand Vows, and 
weli-diffembled Ardours o^' continued Ten- 
derncfs, that Theodora at laft perfuaded 
tjiat Lady to yield to be. another's, that (he 
might with the mpre, fecurity be alfo his; 
Every thing, however, being at laft agreed 
on, theDay/prtJie Weddijag was appoint- 
ed, and all neceflCapy ^Preparations were or- 
der d to make ijt magnificent, and bccom- 
ing the Qji^Uty of Doraspe^ and the paf- 
Honate Affedion he had for Euridice. 

But as if the love of Intrigue was to be 
infpir'd in • all who came to the Court of 
Caramaniay Cleomenes, the Brother of 
Marmili^io, "who fince the fuppofed Dis- 
grace of that Favourite, was pbJiged to be 
cpiitinually there,- becaufe the. Prince could 
wifh lefs fufplcion both, give atid, receive 
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Letters through his jneans, than any othcfV 
became extremely cilamour'd with .4? x a.-* 
LINDA, the Wife of a certain Nobkmaft, 
diftinguifh'd by the -Title of. The Good.- 
natured Lord. What firft gave it him, was, 
that happening to find a moft paffionace 
Love-letter direderf to his .Wife, and alfo 
Thanks for having received fomc Favours be- 
yond whatcpujd be taken for th.e efFefts of 
an ordinary Complaifance, he put it into his 
Pocket very carefully 5 and the" fi|:ft time he 
was alone with her, returned it to her without 
the ieaft Mark$ of Jealoufy or lU-humour ; 
faying only. My T^e^ar^ I wijb y$u would be 
more carefuhfTapers of this mture. 'Twas 
well it fell intp no other hands than mine. 
^ ■■■ j f it had, I know not what might 

ht^e become ^f your Reputation..^ -— 

His Valet, \^ho happened to be in the next 

Room, and overheard what pafs'd between 

them on this fcorc, thought thcraanner of 

his Behaviour fo very extraordinary, that 

he could npt forbear relating itto fome.of 

his -In.tip3atcs> .thioy to^ othersj and fo on, 

,till:'itbe.carn? r?? J^ft, npt onjy- through thic 

Court, but the.yfe^leTowni' , 

V This Story,: ;9f: .which jCLBoiu&srES was 

> jp^rm'd, gave. hiP^ - cncottt^goffient to 

.h9p& ; he • ljh.9[«id .^t -be- ^anfuccefsful in 

.iii^c Aniouf* -Whfttmore coj^ld a Lover 

^j^jfl^ th^n. .fttck at; Proof Qf:jfec cafy Tem- 

^icx^i;t\it >iu#bi|ridhc »i^oukll9ipQfe upofl, 

and 
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and the inioious Difpofttion c( the Wife 

he would fcducc ! — * The Beauties of 

ATTAJLtfirbA no longer gwc him Pain> but 
Pkafiirt} becaiile he look'd upon her ^ 
^tiready WoH;^ cren before he had an oppor- 
tunity of attkmptiog it, which he imagined 
vas all that was necelOrary to make him 
flpafttt of his utmod: Deflres* But, in fpite 
of tlxe hqpes with which he fiatter'd him^ 
fd^ he found it notfo eafy a matter as he 
had imagined, to gee the liberty of fpeak- 
JBg to her ak^e f Che was fcarce ever to be 
feen without Arsikoe with her i and the 
prcfencc of that Lady^ who declared hcf- 
ietf a pxofefs'd Enemy to Intrigue; and afi 
the Divecflons of the gay World, gave him 
many diTappointments^ when he came folly 
p r e pa red with Argaments, and Afiurahce 
to back them, for the dealaration of his 
Psffion. The little conformity which there 
appeared to be in the Notions of thefe La- 
dies, the one always alert and ehearftil, the 
other grave, fio^ttial and ppecift, made every 
bexiy wonder at the Intimacy between them; 
but CLB0M£ir£$, who made h his buHnefi 
more than any other, to dive into the ReS- 
fbn, coaid not help bcflieving, that the de* 
mure Countenance might be cap^Ie of 
concealing an Inclination which might ren- 
der her no unfit Companion for the 6* 
thcr, vho nacre openly betray'd the Ini- 
puMe of Peftre. Ashe was^ne day tumi* 
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nating within hitnfeif in what manner he 
fhonld proceed, either to make a Confidante 
of this Shadow of his Miftrefs, or contrire 
fon^ Stratagem which might render them 
lefs infeparable, a young Nobleman, called 
Mazarbs, with whom he was^ extremely 
intimate, came to vilit him^ and after fome 
little difcourfe on ordinary Affairs, Deaf 
Cleomenes, faidhiy I have a Secret to dif^ 
clo(fe to you. But you muft firft fwear to 
me never to reveal it 5 and alfo, that you 
will aflSft .me to get rid of a very trouble- 
some builnefs, which I have unwarily en« 
gaged in, I never knew People, repUed 
hey make a Confidant of any one, without 
having fome jdeiign in it. -; — They make it 
a favour that they truft us, but always re« 
<|uire fomeihing of us which more than 
counterbalances the Pleafure of being privy 
to the Affair. — —But fefting Raillery aparr^ 
purfuedhe^ you need not doubt cither my 
fidelity or readinefs to oblige you in any 
thing in my power. I do not, refumedthe 
athisr 5 not is the Task difficult, nor to a 
Man of your Conftitution difpleafing, that 

I would enjoin you. But not to kecg, 

you. in fufpenct, yc^ niufl: know I have, for 
a confideraWcf time, had ^n Intrigue with 
one of the fineft Women about the Court, 
bar the Affiir is now grown old to me*-! 
hmt had hfei' foktoijg, that flie is beco"m4as^ 
iftfipid^ 4 \^?5lfet- — ry« dots^ffienotpeir-' 

ceivc 
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ceive it, but continues fo furfcitingly fon<iy 
that I am quite .fick of the very Name of 
Love 5 and w?rc it not that I have a Con of 
an Inclination to a very fine Woman that 
is continually with her, Ilhouldfind fomc 
pretence or other to quarrel with her : but 
fuch is my unhappy State, that I cannot 
fee Attalinpa without her j and am there- 
fore compeird tpdiflembleaPaflion for the 
. one, in hope the other will difoover by my 
Eyes that I have a real one for her. 

Attalinpa ! cried Cleomenes, more 
furpri^ed than can be wellexprefs'd^^ then 
it is Arsinoe whonii you have polTefs'd, 
and are grown , ^eary of. Your guefs is 
right, anfiver'd lAhZhKESiJ have had her 
tjiefc two .Months, and yet the unreafona- 
blc Creature cxpefts I fhould nteet her with 
tKc fame warmth of Inclination, as when 

the Novelty of her jBeauties fird.^* • See, 

continued he ^ what a Billet I received from 
her this morning ! In fpeaking thefc words, 
he plucked a Letter out of his Pocket, and 
delivering it to Cleomenes, he found it 
•contained thcfe words: 

To the dearXlharmer of my SouU the Ac- 
, , ^omplijb'd M A z ar e s, 
« . . -» ' ' , . . 

S ^Have pot clofed my Eyes this Night. 
\ \^ -^— ^Ali my hours fince laft I faw you, 
*' have bcTO. taken up.wifh.thp cruel Re-.. 

flections 
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fleftions you caufcd in mc. Eor Hea- 
ven's fake, what did you mean by faying 
you were obliged to go out of Town for 
a whole Month? Do you think it pof- 
liblc for mc to live fo long without you } 
Or that I can, with any tolerable degree 
of patience, think I have forfeited my 
Honour, for a Man who is capable of fup- 

porting fuch an Abfencc i But I hope 

you fpoke it with no other defign than 
to make trial of my Love $ for I cannot 
fee that any Motives, unlefs it is Inclina* 

tion, fhould neceffitatc your going. » 

However it be, I beg to be affured, and 
that you will not delay one moment the 

fatisfadion I require. I am now a- 

lone in my Chamber, whence I will not 

ftir till I have your Anfwcr. i 1 wifti 

you would come yourfelf, and by your 
dear prefence this Morning, make fome 
reparation for the difquiets of (he Night* 
■ If you are free from Company, let 
the Bearer conduft you to the impatient 
Arms of 

* The Langijifliing 
• 

* A RSI NO E, 



Good Heaven ! cr/d Cleomenes, asfoon 
as he had read itj who will hereafter truft 
a Woman when (he profeffes Virtue ! — - 
The feemingly cold Arsinoe^ write a Bil- 

O let 
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let of this nature ! — fcarce can I believe my 
Eyes! —Oh, replied the other y yourreferv'd 
and cby Women in publick, are ever the moft 
warrinly ahiorous in private. - — The Con- 
fttiirtt they put Ott theit Inclin^tloris, in 
denying themfelves thofc innocent Liber- 
ties ' which others take, makes theiti break 
oiit ^ith gircatet foSrce and vchenAincC, Whch 

once they give a Ibofe to them* -If 

ybu Would chufc a M iftreft, who, like «5>- 
tiieiij \*^i(hc1s td be claSp'd in Flames, fcek 
her anibng the dettiure and the j[)recife.'^— 
The gay and chearful Girl, evaporates her 
Spirits in fuperficial Gallantries 5 but the fly 
filerit Maid longs for more fubftantial Joys, 
receives the Welcome Blifs with double ca- 
g«nefs, and never knows Satiety. But fhe 
can give it, interrupted Cleomenes, idugh- 
ingy or you would not complain of this Dif- 
pofition in Arsinoe. Tis true> my Friend, 
replied the other y the Delights of Love, when 
purfued with too much violence at firft, 
degenerate by fWift degrees into Difguft- 
The Blellings which Arsinoe afforded, 
were too extravagant to laft 5 — ^ and what 
was once thehigheftjoy tranfported NatUrc 
was capable of receiving, is now become a 
Toil, a kind of Penance for pafs'd Plea- 
furcs. I undcrftand you, faid Cleome- 
nes, you have entertained a new Dcfire, 
and for that reafon would be glad to get 
rid of your Obligations to the old one. 

Ypu 
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"Vouhave h\tit,refum^dJ^AZhViESy and you 
are the Perfon I have pitch'd qn to do mc 
this Service.-' — - — » I have many reafons to 
believe it is not me, but my ^e:^, that Ait- 
siNOE is ia love withj tho' did (he really 
find any thing in me more agreeable than 
the generality of Mankind, I doubt not 
but the fuperior Perfedjons of Cleqmenes 
might, with a very little pains,' oblige her 
to change h^r Sentiments in his favour. I 
will not feturn your Lordftiip's Com.pU- 
Vd^Vityfaid he, becaufe 'tis natural to flatter 
the Vanity of thofe from whom we wpeft 
Favours. — -^ But, pray, of what ufe can I 
be to you in this Affair \ » ■ You know 
Arsinoe gnd Attalinda are fo perpe- 
tually together, that there is not a poflt- 
biJity of fpeaking to either of them, with- 
jout making a Confidante of the oiher. As 
for that, I have laid t Scheme, replied M A- 
2ARES i we will go together this Afternoon, 
to viiit Attahnda, where I know we ^ 
(hall find Arsinoe. You ftaU intreat tbie 
favour of the latter to give you leave to 
talk to her one moment in private j on 
which: ibe will certainly : take* you into the 

Garden, or fome other Room^*^ Yoii may 

then make what Prctenfions ycMx pjeafe to 
Her 5 and to fecond your Argunients, I will 
give you this Letter, \Hiieh yott may tgH Her 
I dropp'd by secident. ■■ • ' ' ■ » Accuf« me x>f 
want of that Care I poght $0 b«v? .tiakfn 
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x)f her Reputation 5 fay any thing which In- 
vention can fupply you with, to render mc 
unworthy of the happinefs of her Love 5 
but be furc to make no mention of that I 

have for Attalinda. I am certain 

you may prevail on her as far as you pleafe, 

if you follow thefe meafures. At 

leaft, if you fliould fail in that, you will 
not in convincing me of your Friendfliip, 
and engaging my utmoft Gratitude and Ser* 
vices. Cleomenes, who, all the time he 
had been fpeaking, had been cafting about 
in his mind, how to make the beft Ad- 
vantage of this Adventure for his own Dc- 
figns, readily promifed to do all that was 
defired of him ; and as foon as they thought 
it a proper hour, both went to the Houfc of 
Attalinda, where, as Mazares faid, they 
found Arsinoe 5 but fome other Ladies alfo 
being prefent, gave Cleomenes an incxprcf^ 
fible fatisfaftion, that while he was entertain- 
ing Arsinoe, as he had agreed to do, the o- 
ther would be deprived of the opportunity of 
making his AddrdTes to Attalinda. No- 
thing could be more furprizcd than was Ar- 
sinoe, at his defiring to fpeak to her in pri- 
vate 5 fhe having no farther acquaintance with 
him, than by feeing him fometimes in the 
Drawing-Room,or at Church. She withdrew 
with him, however, to a Window, which 
was a confidcrabie diftancc from the Com- 
pany ^ but he not thinking it remote enough 
- foi; 
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for what he had to fay, Madam, crfd hey I 
beg you would permit me to attend you to 
feme other Place 5 what I have to commu- 
^nicate, will, I fear,occanon fome Diforders 
in you, which you will not think proper 
fhould be obferv'd by fo many Witncflcs. 
Tho', faid Jbey I cannot comprehend what 
buiinefs a Perfon fo much a ftranger to me; 
as Cleomenes, can have with me, yet I 
fhall make no fcruple of lift ning to it i . 
believing my Character and Reputation are 
too well known to you, to encourage you 
to entertain me in any manner which may 
be ofFenfive to that ftrift Referve and Mo- 
dcfty by which I* regulate my Conduft. It 
was as much as he could do to reftrain a 
Smile from breaking out at thefe words ; 
but compofing his Countenance to as much 
Gravity as was poflible. Would to Heaven, 
Madam, anfwered he, that all who have 
the ble fling of converfing with you, were as 
zealous for your Honour as Cleomenes 
will foon have an opportunity of proving 
himfelf. There needed no more to make 
her as impatient for going with him, as he 
exprefs'd thiat (he (hould do fo. She found 
there was fomething myfterious couch'd in 
what he faid, and was eager for an Expla- 
nation. She therefore led him into At- 

talinda's Clolet, which happen d to be 
ppen, and was at the end of a long Gallery, 
)3e|:ween whicl> and the Room where they 

0^3 left 



( 2SO ) 

left the CompAny> were many cthets, which 
fccured whatcvci^ pafs'd ftom the hearing 
of any but theiiifclvcs. But for the greater 
Surety, as foon as they enter'd, he made faft 
the Door5 which observing, fhc look'd a lit* 
tie confounded at, I befeech you, Madam 1' 
f aid hey be not in any apprehenlions of 
danger from my proceeding i Whiat I do, is 
to j>rcfervc your Honour, not attempt a 
violation of it. In fpeakiftg thefe Words, . 
he obliged her to fit down, and placing him- 
felf by her, immediately took out the Let- 
ter which fhe had wtittfen to MAzAitES, and 
which that treacherous Lovet had «;ivcn him 
on pm'pofe 'to fhow her. - ■ ■ Do you know 
thfe Contents of this, beautiful Arsinoe > 
faidhe. Let any one judge what a Woman 
who pteteladed to the fevereft Virtue, muft 
feel at finding herfelf thus expos'ds at firft 
fhe rav'd, deny <i that fii-e had evet written 
it, and cry'd it was a Plot contriv'd to bla^ 
her Reputation : but Cleomenes foon 
brought her to talk in another manner, by 
convincing her that he was but too well 
afliir'd of the Condefcenfions fhe had made 
Mazares, relating to her many other par- 
ticulars of her Behaviour to him, which 
made her know ht muft have had the 
whole Hiftory From that unfaithful Man. 
What, cryd fhe, burjiing into ^earsyjb 
foon as he had done Jpeakingy is it polfiblc 
that he ihould be fb monftrous a Villain to 

bc- 
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betray the Faults his Perjwry has ^made Jiip 

guilty of! Oh wretched Woman, cpnti- 

nu'd fhe, what will become oi pie ? piy Re- 
putation, vhich is dearer to me than my 
I^fe, is loft for ever. No, Madam, re- 
Join' J jfb^, I believe the Secrpt is only iodg'd 
in my Breaft, which, be aflur'd, I would 
fufFer my Heart to bp pluck*d thence, e'ef 
111 part with it. But wherefore, f^id jbSy 
for what Pxafon did hp make you his Corj- 

fidant ? ^ To reveal that, mfwefd he^ 

I muft be as guilty to hiiQ as ^e has been to 
you 5 but yet, continued he^ after a Uttlp 
Yaufey as tho* he was 4ivided m his Sen- 
timents whether to proceed or noty I cannot 
fufFer a Lady, fuch as the incomparable 
Arsinoe, to be injured in a)nannejr fo cruel 
and fo bafe,without giving her warning of tii^ 
Villany defign'd againft her, much lefs can I 
confent to be a ftiarer in the Guilt.- 
Know then. Madam, that all I liithcrto 
have faid, has been by hi? Commiflion-'-— ?- 
He is grown weary of your Charms, an4 
would transfer the right you have give^i 
him over you to me^ while he with greater 
liberty purfues the yet untafted Sweets of 
Attalinda's Beauty. ■ He bid n^e ad- 
drefs you in the manner of a Lover, and ip 
prepare your Heart for an Inapreflion in miy 
favour, permitted me to fay whatever I 
thought fit, excepting only that of his l-ovc 
19 Attalinda, or that I, came by the 

(^+ know^ 
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knowledge of your Amour with him from 
his own Mouth : on all fides therefore you 
were to have been made the Property j but 
I have a Soul too honcft to join in the 

Deceit have confefs'd to you all the 

Truth of the Affair, and ask no other Re- 
compence, than that yc^u will not betray me 

to him Make your own ufe of what I 

have reveal'd, or to forget or reclaim the 
ungrateful Rover; but let him not know 
that I entertain'd you with any other Dif- 
courfc than that of my own Paffion. You 
are as generous as he is the contrary, faid 
fhej nor fhall you have reafon to repent fo 
difinterefted a Proof of your Good-nature : 

hut, furfu^d Jhe, looking kindly on him, 

is there no way by which I may return the 
Obligation? Yes, Madam! anfwefd he, 
who having his head full of the Thoughts 
of Attalinda, did not prefently fathom 
the meaning of what fbe faid, *tis greatly 
in your power to contribute to my Felicity 5 
I am not lefs fenfible of the Charms of 
Attalinda than is MAZARESi you have 
an influence over her, and by inclining hef 
to favour me, you may doubly reward thp 
Service I have done youi and, at the fame 
time, punifh my ungrateful Rival. Twas 
cafy to perceive a vifible Alteration in that 
Lady's Countenance at this Requeft. Ma- 
ZARES, anfwefd fhe peevifhly, has rendcr'd 
himfclf equally unworthy of my Rcfent- 

. mcnt;, 
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mcnt, as of my Love $ I dcfpifc the Wretch, 
nor from this moment will ever think of him 
but with the utmoft contempt $ — ^but as for 
Attalinda, (he is wholly taken up with 
young Philarchus : I wou'd not have you 
give way to Defires, which I am certain will 

be unavailing^ leave it to the vile M azares 

to love and to defpair 5 I would have you 
as happy as your good Qualities and Ac- 
complilhments defcrve, which is infinitely 
more than Attalinda, were (he kind, 

could make you ^ — for be aflfur'd, a di- 

ftant view of her is bcft 5 (he has a thoufand 
Imperfedions, which difguft thofe who are 
permitted a nearer Converfation with her, 
nor would Philarchus fo long have de- 
voted himfelf to her, were it not for the 
rich Prefents (he is continu^ly making him 5 
which, to a Man of his narrow Fortune, 
are too acceptable not to engage the return 

fhe cxpefts from them.— But tell me^ 

a/ided jhey taking him by the Hand, and 
gently frejfing ity is there nothing elfe in 
which I can ol?lige you ? Nothing, Madam ! 
anjwefd hey by this time being perfect ly 
inform'dwhatitwasjbeaim'dat, in which 
I dare hope you 'will. You wrong me 
then, returned fhe haftilyy by Heaven there 

is nothing in my power I will refufe you 

think, therefore, if there is no other Lady 
with whom I haVe an Intcreft, whofc Love 

jpight piake yoij happy ^ 1 flare anfwcr 

^ ' for 
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for her, whoever (he be, Ihc cannot Ipng 
hold out againft To many Charms as you arQ 
njafter of, efpccially when I ihall repeat all 
your Pcrfcftions over to her in fuch Terms 
as cannot fail to raifc Defire.— ^Inftruft m^ 
then which of the Train of Beauties that 
grace the Caramdnian Court, you woa'4 
moft gladly have in your Arms this moment f 
—I have fworn to do my utmoft to bring 
ber to you, and you need not doubt but Z 
Vill keep my Promife. 

Arsinoe was a very lovely Woman, and 
the new Paflion with which fte now was 
animated, added a fireih luftre to her £yest 
and a more lively red upon her glowing 
Cheeks J CX/EQMei^e^ was naturally aino- 
rous, and when urg'd in this manner, muft, 
indeed^ not have beeo a modern Man, to 
have been without thofe Emotioyns fhe C^ 
plainly aim'd to infpire u\ hinj--:' — r-They 
were alone— the Door fhut-' — -fo roaay 
Tempt^ions joining with that which Cu- 
riofity afforded, made htm but little heittate 
what Anfwer he fliould make 5 he took her 
in his Arms, and crying. Who that hadihe 
privilege of chufing, not only in the Court 
of Caramdnia, but in the whole World be- 
;fide, would think any but Arsinoe wof* 
thy his Regard, proceeded to Freedoms 
with her of that kind, which 1 muft leave 
to the Reader's Imagination to reprefent i— I 
ftiaU only £ay,that they >vQrc not diiplcafing 

to 
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to her, and, telling him further, that fxncc 
he had her Vow, ftc could not rcfufc the 
Performance of it, if required, yielded 
without even a ihcw of Reluftance to all 
he attempted, exading from him only a 
Promife that her Reputation Ihould be fafc $ 
which ht: protcfting to ptefervc inviolably, 
fome moments were paft in thofe Extafies, 
which, Mazares had before acquainted 
him, were in the powcy of this Lady to be- 
ftow and to receive. 

At their return to the Company, who- 
ever had been fenfible in what manner they 
had pafs'd the time of their abfence, would 
Have been fiirpriz'd to fee much left ap- 
pearance of Confufion in the face of Ar- 
siNOE, than in that of Cleomenesj relying 
on her Charaftcr, and the good Opinion 
her pretences to Virtue had eftablith*d in 
the World of her, made her enter with all 
the affurance that the moft perfeCt Inno- 
cence could have worn: but CleoMenes 
could not reftrain his Blufhes at the figlit 
of Mazakes and Attalinoa, confcious 
of the Crime he had be^n guilty of to 
both, injuring the one by carrying to an- 
other fome part of the Ardours he had 
vow'd to himfelf he would r^ferve entirely 
for hcr^ and betraying that which lie had 
fo faithfully promised the other to keep fe- 
cret. Mazares, however, who little fuf- 
pcdf d him cither for his Rival, or Deceiver, 

was 
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was impatient to know the Event of his 
Converfation with Arsinoe, and there- 
fore took leave of the Ladies in a fliort 
time. Cleomenes having been introduced 
to their acquaintance but by his means, had 
no Excufc to flay behind him, and was ne« 
ceffitatcd to anfwer to all the Interrogato- 
ries made him by his Friend, before he had 
any time to refleft in what manner it was 
beft for him to reply. He would not, how- 
ever, let him know the fudden Conqucft 
he had obtained over the Lady, who had 
that very moment fent fo pafllonate a De- 
claration of Love to himfelf, left the Pique 
it might give his Pride, might occafioji him 
to reproach her with her Inconftancy, and 
by that means (hjp lalfo be proyok'd to un- 
ravel th^ xyhol? Difcpurfe between them 
concerning Attalinda. He told him, 
therefore, that he had found her not con- 
fcnting to the Profeffions he had made her, 
nor yet not altogether fo averfe, as to give 
him any great occafion to fear he fhould 
not be able to do him the feryipe he re- 
quired, of eafing him of the trouble of 
her AfFe£tions. Mazare^ was perfedly 
contented with this Account, nor imagined 
there was any thing more had pafs'd be- 
tween them, than what he was acquaintc4 
with : Arsinoe, as flie had promifed Cleq- 
MENES, not breaking out into anyDemonftra.- 
tions of Rage, which might give hini oc;caftpn 

to 
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to believe himfelf betray'd by the Perfon 
whom he had trufted. 

But in a very few days after, that Lady 
had an opportunity of venting the fccret 
fpite Hie had conceived againft him. The 
long-wilh'd moment at laft arriv'd, in which 
he told Att ALiNDA that flie was the deareft 
thing on Earth : but nothing could be more 
unwelcome to her, than fuch a Declaration ; 
flie was herfelf too deeply engaged with Phi- 
LARCHUs, to think of any other Man, and 
alfo knowing him to have been the Dar- 
ling of her dear Friend Arsinoe's Sou1> 
he of his whole Sex was the laft by whom 
flie would fuffer herfelf to be addrefs'd. She 
cxprefs'd her Sentiments on this occaftoa 
with all the plainnefs imaginable, proteft- 
ing flie would acquaint his Miftrefs with 
his Ingratitude and Falfhood : nor did fhb 
fail to do as (he had faid 5 and Arsinoe, 
glad to be told it by her, immediately writ 
him a Letter as full of Upbraidings as the 
other had been of Fondnefs, forbidding 
him ever to fee her more, and loading him 
with every opprobrious Name which witty 
Malice could invent. But her Indignation 
was now deprived of all its power of giv- 
ing pain , and he could have been very 
merry with her Refentment, had he not 
difcovcr'd by it that Attalinda was, in 
good earneft, refolv'd to put a period to his 
Hopes. He conmiunicated this Letter, and 

the 
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the Converfation he had v^ith At^alindA^ 
which occafion'd it, to Cleomenes, who 
had alfo his fhare of Pain and Plcafurc in 
the hearing it : It delighted him above mea- 
fure, that (he had repuls'd him with fo much 
Vigour J but then the Apprehenfions, that 
for the fake of her dear Philarchus, (he 
would alfo treat himfelf fo on the like oc- 
cafion, embitter'd all the Sweets of her Be- 
haviour to his Rival ; and this Confidera- 
tion, together with that of the Probability 
there was that Arsinoe would endeavour 
to prejudice him in the opinion of that 
Lady, made him defer for a time declaring 
the Paflion he had for her; but endur'd 
Agonies in this Reftraint, which not all th^c 
Favours he received from Arsinoe could 
atone for. 

But while he was thus languifhing for 
Attalinda, and but vainly endeavouring 
to forget her in the Arms of Arsinoe, an 
Adventure happened to him ; which, if it 
did not wholly engrofs his Thoughts, took 
up fo much of 'em, at leaft, as to make 
him induftrious for an £x|)lanation of it. 
One day, when he was abroad, a Letter was 
left for him by an unknowu Perfon^ in which 
he found thele Lines. 

To the Agreeable Cleomenes, 

* TT F your Eyes do not very much belyc 

* \^ your Heart, there is a ftock of am^ 
' rous Inclinations there^ which it is im- 

* polfiblc 



( ^^9 ) 

« poffiblc for the faint Charms of Arsinois 

^ to take wholly up.- — * — ^I affurc you there 

* is a Lady, Who looks on the regards yba 

* pay the Leavings of M azaaes, with a fc- 

* cret Contempt of the Choice you have 

* made.— —If therefore you do nor tWnk 

* yourfelf bound to an eternal Conftancy 

* to one, who never had the leaft (hare of 
^ it ih her owh Soul, either to you or any 
' other, caft you* Eyes round the Circle, 

< and give a proof of that Penetration yoa 
^ arc fo much fam'd for, by difcovering in 

* the Coutiteirtance the Heart which Ian- 

* guifties for you. -—- — ^ To vdired yout 
^ fearch, I muft inform you that (he ii 
' young, gay, a Woman of Quality, and^ 

* if the Opinioii of the World may be 
« taken, not unlovely.— —^ She is every 

* day at Court, it was there ffie firft be- 
' held you, and was charm'd j and to taktf 

* from you all fears that her Pafllon aims 

< at Marriage, to which I know you have 

* an Averfion, fhe is already wedded, and 

< can have no other view, than to prdvc 
' hcrfelf 

The moft Lovely Cleomenes's 

moB: Paffionately Devobcd, 

There was nothi/ig in this Billet more 
iurpriziog to him, than to find, that not 
only his Intrigue with Arsinoe was dif- 

covered, 
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covcr'd, but alfo, that (he had bieen the MiC- 
trefs of Mazares. She was by the gene- 
rality of the World, taken for a Woman 
of the moft fevere Virtue that could be, 
and how this kind Unknown came to have 

r 

fo perfcd a knowledge of her Humour and 
Affairs, fcem'd to him the moft aftonifhing 
thing in nature. He Tometimes imagined it 
had been written by herfelf to try his Con- 
ftancy, but then the Hand being vaftly dif- 
ferent, and the little probability there was 
flic would ufe any other in fuch a Bufi- 
nefs, made him rejed that Suppofition. The 
Earneftnefs with which he look'd in the 
Face of every Lady in the Drawing-room, 
who had the Icaft Conformity with the Per- 
fon defcrib'd in the Letter, gave fo much 
Diverfion to her who wrote it, as half coun- 
tervailed the Vexation flie was in, that he 
could not yet difcover who (he was. 

In this Dilemma we muft leave them for 
a fhort time, the more material Affairs of 
their Superiors having now found a turn as^ 
perplexing as unlook'd for. 



TAe End of the Fourth^ art. 
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PART V. 




Smonda had but juft begun to taftc 
the Sweets which Reconciliation 
yields, when a new and unexped- 
cd Interruption informed her no 
fettled Tranquillity could be hoped for, in 
an Amour fo doubly criminal as was hers. 
She was iitting in her Clofet indulging the 
delightful C6ntemplation of rewarded Love, 
and the Perfections of her admired Theo- 
dore, when Lysetta told her a Periba 
defired to be admitted, who faid he came 
from Anatolia, and was commiflion'd by 
Adrastus to attend her. Tho' at every 
Meflagc from that injur d Husband, fhe fdt 
Emotions which only the Guilty arc capable 
of knowing ; yet file was now feiz'd with 
an unufual Diforder, a Fluttering and Con- 
fufion of Spirit, which at that time flie 
was unable to account for : She ordered, 
however, that the Perfon who occafion'd 
it ftiould be introduced, which as foon as 

'- K \ he 
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he \)i'as, he deliver d her a Letter, in which 
he found thefe Words, 

To my Regardlefsy but fiill Lov*d 

ISMONDA. 



HOW great my Difappointment was 
to fee the Anatolian Lords return 
without you, I need not go about to de- 
fcribe i you know too well the tender 
Paflion of my Soul, to be ignorant that 
nothing could be more affliftiqg, mott 
fevcre. — You gave me, however, a reafoil 
for your ftay, which, if real, I ought td 
be pleas'd with, tho' I cannot approve i 
little lefs of Policy, and more of Love, 
would have made me blefs'd; but that 
time is" paft, and I will therefore add no 
more on what cannot be recalled 5 what is 
to come, is fufficient to take up all my 
Thoughts. — You have now no longer an 
cxcufe for abfence, my Brother refufes to 
accept the Title of one of the Magiy and 
thofc Intcrceflions which have deprive4 
me of you, are now as infignificant to 
my Intereft, as they have been prejudi- 
cial to my Peace of Mind.* 1 beg, 

therefore, that you will fct forward for 
Anatolia with all pofliblc Expedition i I 
have fent a Pcrfbn to condud yo\j, un- 
der whofc care you might truft yourfelf 
a much greater Journey, ■ ■ > I can no 

* longer 
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lortgct live without you, and rtiould ytJuby 
any vain Pretence endeavour tp delude my 
impatient VVifties, I Ihouid, regardiefs of 
my Ruin, and forgetful of what I owe my 
Royal Matter, come in Pci-fon to bring, 
you back-^O therefore let me owe that to 
yourfiflf, which cife I am refolv'd to be in 
Poffcliion of by my own Power, and that 
riglitthcLaw has given me oyer you i — * 
1 now entreat yoa as aXi^wr, but would 
have you remember^ that when I pkafc^, ^ 
I may exert die Huskand^ and command 
you.--'— ^*-^ Drive me not to Extrcnxities, 
I conjure you/ for the fake of both of us> 
but haften to redeem, that diataftcr youj? 
late Behavioujf has but too much forfcit>* 
ed, and reftbic lon^ abfent Peace and Hap^ 

pinefs to 

Your paffionatcjy Tender ai^di 
", ever Faithful Husband, 

' ?. S, O)^ thiflg 1 h^d forgot, ufc VfMi 
well in the P^rfon of e»y Iricpd, pro* 
vide aa Apartincnt n?jkf yott, if you hav? 
not ri6ojn fgr htm in yow: own : he i» 
emJKly a Stronger iB^Ctir^mma, an4 ha? 
hoothcjrBuiincis there, th^n to oblige p^ 
hi condttSiQg you. Onc«? more, mf 
dcareft Ismonpa, fot a Ihort time, ^dfffff 

%,'z Had 
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Had i fudUcn peal of Thunder 'deft tBi< 
Palace-Roof, and threaten'd all beneathf 
with inftant Death, fcarce could it haver 
(truck more terror into the guilty Soul of 
this Fair Criminal, than did the reading this 
Letter infli£t oaher.- — She faw the Patience 
of her injur d Lord was now entirely wornT 
out, fhe was left without Excufe, or alraofl: 
a poflibility of continuing any longer in- 
Caramania,, and the thoughts of quitting 
her dear Prince, wi^ fomething! fo terrible^ 
that nothing is inorc ftrange^ than that fhe 
had preifence enough of Mind to reftrain the 
burfting Grief .from fhowing itfclf in her 
Countenance in the prefenceof this Pcrfouy 
who fhe eafity pcrceiv'd was fcnt as a Spy 
on her Adions. She fore d herfelf how- 
ever to treat him with all imaginable Com- 
plaifance, and told him, that in every thing 
in her power (he would teftify the Love fhe 
bore Adrastus i and as he had dcfir'd in 
his Letter that he might be lodg'd near her, 
Ihe would order an Apartment for him ad- 
joining to her own : But, /aid fhe^ I kn6w 
not yet how far 1 may be able to comply 
with his Defires of returning to Anatolia / 
the Priricefs will,' I know, exc^rt her Au- 
thority to keep mo with her, aM .Adrastus 
is not ii^norant what we both owe- to the 
Birth and Viitucs- of that ejccellent Lady; 
nor the Obligations I in particular have to 
her, both byDutyandthetendereftAfFcdionr 

Nor 
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Nor is the juft Ismonda to be told, anfwer'4 
he, how far all other Duiies and AfFedions 
are to yield to thofe which Marriage makes : 
Nor can xivf H^otA belicw that Princefs, who 
is herl'elf fo bright an Example of Conju- 
gal Love, would, on any confideration, ,oc- 

cafion a breach of it in others -But,' 1 

hope, cantinudhe^ there will be no netd of 
Arguments to convince yx)u how highly re- 
quifite it is you flipuid return to a ^Httsband 
to whom you are fo dear, and who is re* 
folv'd to be no longer fcparated from you> 
AH things muft give way to Nccefllty, rer 
fum^d jhe coldly y but, if you pleafe, avc 
will talk further of this Affair lome other 
time. The fatigue of fo long a Journey 
requires rcpofe, my Servants (hall conduft 
you to a Chamber, and in the mean time I 
jjvill acquaint HYANTHEwith the Dufinefs of 
your coming. In fpeaking thefc Words, flie 
xang for Jhcr Attendants ; two of the Grooms 
.of her Chamber immediately entering, flic 
commanded them to fhow the* Stranger tQ 
Ihe beft .of -thofe Apartments fhe could 
caJl her own 5 and, as flie had faid, went 
direftly-to ,the Princefs^ and communicated 
.^o her the .whale Affair, telling her that no- 
thing could be £0 aflii^ing to her, as the 
Thoughts of quitting Jier Setrvice, and en-r 
t^eating> Ihc would |)ermit her ftay 5 and 
that (he might not be forc'df torn her, to in-* 
serccdc with the Prince for ibme Poft of 

^ ? nor 
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Honour which might engage Adrastcts td 
comealfo, and live with her in Caramania,, 
The Princels paus'd fome time before ftic 
made any Anfwer to. this Rcqueft; and after 
(he had, as fhe thought, juftfy weighed the 
Rcafofls of the other, I can tievcr; /aid fhe^ 
too gratefully acknowledge the Obligations 
Jhaireto your FriendOiip, in preferring my 
Service po the Society of fo tender a Hus^ 
band as is ^drastus ; I have many times 
rcfleftcd on fo untrxamplcd a Proof of your 
Regard for me, with all the Admirations it 
merits : but notwithftahding all thiSj my 
dear Ismonda 1 thp penforious World is of 
another Opinion j in ipitcof all the Argu* 
ments I can bring in your Vindication, they 
will afcribe your ftay in Caramaniay to 
other Motives thaii your Friei^dftiip for me, 
Jn fine, I need not repeat the iin^elcomc 
Name, Aridanor ha^ the glory pi infpi* 
ring you with Inclinations to the prejudice of 
Adrastus, nor do I fee how it will be at 
«U tronfiftent with that Fame all Women of 
Virtue ought to endeavour to prefcrvc, jf 
you tarry longer from the Amis of that in^ 

idulgcnt, yet impaj:ient Husband. Cou'4 

he, indeed, be prcvail'd on to live among 
us, your Reputation, as well as his Defires, 
f/Quld be fecui'd, arid Friendfhip no longer 
|>c at variance with Duty, Oh it remains in 
you,' my Gracious Princcfs ! replfd Ismo^^* 
p^, tp f ecoft^Uc th(efc fcemin^ -Oppoittes--^ 
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were half the Honours he envoys in Anato- 
liuy offer d him in Caramaniay I know he 
gladly would accept the Change Influ- 
ence therefore, I once more conjure you^ 
the Royal Theodore to make thisTryal of 
him; which if hefhouldrefufe, Ifhallhavc 
good caufc to doubt his Love, not he to 
qucftion mine. Well, y2j/V/ Hyanthe, to 
prove how unwilling I am to Jofe you but 
for your own Honour's fake, I will do as 
you dcfire, nor do 1 doubt to gain the Prince 
to equal all the Dignities your Husband is 
poffcfs'd of through my Father's Favour — . 
but I forcfce the Proffer will be incffeftual^ 
he will make the fame Ob^edion againft 
leaving the Service of his Royal Mafter, as 
you have'fhow'd Reluctance to quit a Mi- 
(Irefs-*— -^however, nothing on my part 
fliall be left undone. Ismonda had no time 
.to anfwer this Condefcenfion, any other- 
wife than by a low Reverence 5 fome Ladies 
jToming in, broke off the Converfstion, 
- ' and I5M0NDA difengaging herfelf as foon as 
poffiblg, w?nt to feck the Prince, to relate 
yhat had pafs'd, and prepare him for the 
Requcil ^PfKf^rfiZ had promis'd her to make 
him. 

. Nothing cou'd be more tranfporting to 
Theodore than thfcnejs^ Proof of her Af- 
fedion : He prais'd hcfi' Love and Wit in 
terms proportionable to the Jdca he iiad of 
f hpmp and told her, that as hpr Jendernefs 

R- f - ha4 
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had never yet fail'd to fupply her with fomc 
pretence or other for an opportunity of buf- 
fering him to indulge his Paflion ; he doubt- 
ed not but Fate vould at laft be kind, and 
by fome uncxpeded Event, confent to blcfs 
their mutual Ardor, and lave her the pains 
of farther Invention. Neither of them i- 
magin d Adrastus would quit his Intcreft 
in Anatolia, even tho the Prince of Ca- 
ramania (hould offer him the half of his 
Dominions. Tlie time therefore that Ismon- 
DA to\x\d hope to gain by this Stratagem, 
was no longer than it would take up to lend 
a Meflengcr to him, and receive an Anfwer 
from him 5 fhe then doubted ncM: but fhe 
fhould a fecondtime be remi^ndcd back, and 
'twas probable, with greater abfolutenels 
than before, and even in the mean time, 
mull be obliged to prcfcrvc a much gixater 
caution in her Behaviour than before the co- 
ming of this Spy (he had occafion to do. 
The Prince therefore vifitcd her not at home, 
and they were forced to enjoy the Society of 
each other in a more ftolen and left frequent 
manner than ever, which gave Pains to both 
of them, which only a Lover equally re-' 
ftrain'd, equally impatient, can be capabl6 
of conceiving. ^ ' . • 

Clearchus, for thft was the Name of 
the Pcrfon commifliori'd by Adr'astus, was 
for fomc time kept in play by the Subtil- 
ty of IsMONDA, being every day told by 

that 
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that Lady', that all (he did was for the ad- 
vantage of her Husband, as well as her 
own Satisfaftion, which fhe confefs'd flic 
could more perfeftly enjoy in Caramaniay 
than in Anatolia^ tho' it were the place 
of her Nativity^ becaufc the Friendfliip (he 
had for the Princefs would not fufFer her 
to part from her, if there were a polfibi- 
lity of avoiding it, without incurring the 
Difpleafure of Adrastus.^ — Of how much 
force thefe kind of Difcourfes were on the 
Perfon to whom they were made, the Rea- 
der will, in a little time, be fenfibki he 
made a fhow, however, of acquiefcing to 
all fhe faid 5 and Ihe had no reafon but to 
believfe he was as much deceived by them 
as fhe could wifli. 

' Thus did fome Weeks pafs' over, till the 
amorous Theodore, no longer able to live 
without a nearer Converfation with his be- 
loved IsMONDA, than what a publick vievf 
afforded him, made an Appointment with 
her to pafs fome part of the Night in the 
Palace-Garden 5 which fhe, no lefs impa- 
tient and paflionate than himfelf, confented 
to, well pleas'd. He feign'd himfelf a lit- 
tle indifpos'd, and faid he would lie on his 
own Tide, ordering the Captain of his 
Guard to fuffcr none to enter into his A- 
yartilient, till he received permiffion from 
himfelf.' Ismonda, who, fince the arrival . 
'fii Cleakchu's; had never fupp'd from 

him. 
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hini> made an cxcufe for doing it nowt 
by telling him, that on the account of the 
Prince's abfencc, (he was obliged to (lay 
with the Princefs till (he fell aflccp, and 
perhaps (hould not return to her Apart*^ 
ment till it was very late. — ^^^^ Both of 
them having thus managed the Affair, (:ame 
by back ways> unperceiv'd, as they imagined, 
by any Pcrfon, to the Rendezvous ; 3ut 
fcarce had one fond Embrace pro^laim'd the 
Joy which this meeting infufcd into the 
Souls of both, before a Voice, well-known 
to IsMONDA, cry'd out, At length art thoii 
dctcfted, thou vile Adulterefs ! thy Perjuries, 
thy Deceits at laft laid open !- — » A ruiWing 
thro' the Leaves accompany'd thefc Words, 
which prov'd the Pcrfon who fpoke them 
was making his way as fail as he could to 
take Qthcr Revenge on thofe he had fntr 
priz'd, than this Interruption could inflid : 
but being in a Walk on the back-Cdc of 
that Arbor which the Lovers had made 
choice of, he found it impoflible to reach 
them that way, and was coming round to 
meet them the other, when Ismonda, who, 
even in this the greateft Exigence (he had 
ever experienced, ox that any Woman coul4 
be in, ftill retain d her ufual prefence of * 
Mind, prevented the Prince from drawing 
his Sword, as he was about to do, by fay- 
ing in a low Voice, Think not of Revenge 
or Vindication, the only way for both of 

• us 
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iis to fccurc our Loves and Reputations, is 

to fly. It is my Husband whom I hear.--- 

Adrastus ! crfd the Trince: The fame, 
refumed^e i make, to the Palace with all 
fpecd. Never was Confufion equal to that 
6f Theodore ^ fcarce could he move, much 
lefs have the power of Thought what was 
bcft for him to do, till animated by her 
Words and Example, he foUow'd her in 
the Path flie took,^ which being a ftiort Cut 
to the back Gate, by which fhe had entered, 
they foon approached it 5 when he turning to 
her, to ask how flie would proceed. Take 
no care far me, my dcarcft Prince, faid 
fiie^ but go to your Apartment 5 I will ha- 
ften to that of the Princefs, and perhaps 
order it fo, that this may be of advantage 
to our Love, rather than the contrary. She 
ftzfd not for any Anfwcr, but ran direft- 
ly to Hyanthe's, and Theodore pafs'd 
forward to his own, in a Diforder and Per- 
turbation of Spirit, which cannot be ex- 
preft'd. The Princefs was in bed when 
JsMojffDA came inta the Anti-chamber 5 but 
feme of her Ladies being there, (he made 
^n excufe, that flic had defign'd to, fit by 
, t4ie Princefs 5 but fincc (he had no need of 
her attendance, fhc would flay a while with 

ihcm. • One of them was employed in 

reading to the others a diverting Book, juft 
then publifh'd by fome modern Wit 5 but 
Airhat attention Isajonpa eave to it, may 

^alily 
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cafily be guefs'd. This was, however, a 
good Opportunity for her to indulge Re- 
fledion, arid give a little loofe xq the A- 
mazcment flie was in >: She thought herfelf 
perfcftly certain, that it was the Voice of 
Adrastus flie had heard, but how he had 
been concealed in Caramania, fhe coiild 
not imagine 5 if it were really him, and 
that he had followed her to the Garden, 
as (he could not well doubt of both, flic 
confider*d that there was no Relief, but an 
abfolute Denial. She had carefully look'd 
round , about, when flie entcr'd the Arbor^ 
and was fure there was none near at that 
times therefore it muft be only Conjecture 
in him, that (he was the Perfon whom he 
had furprized. She endeavoured therefore 
all flic could to overcome every thing that 
might denote Fear, which flie believed was 
all that would make her appear guilty. In 
thefe Cogitations, we muft quit her, to fee 
what became of the Perfon who had occa- 
fion'd them. 

Adrastus, for it was, indeed, no other^ 
having, with much difficulty, at laft pre- 
vailed on the King of Anatolia to permit 
him to go in fearch of his Wife, too juft- 
]y fearing there were Motives far different 
from thofe flic pretended for her ftay, ac- 
company'd Clearchus to Caramania^ 
and being difgui^d in the Habit of a Ser- 
vant, ivas cntflctain cl as one belonging to 

^ ' the 
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the I^amily of Ismonda, where he had thtf 
opportunity of obferving and knowing 
much more than ever would have rcach'd 
his Ears had he appeared as himfelf.— — 
Among that fort of Converfation in which 
he was now engaged, there is infinitely more 
to be learn'd than in any other : they talk 
without rcferve of the Foibles of their Su- 
periors, and being frequently obliged to be 
trufted, make no fcruple of exchanging one 
Secret for another. ■ ■ -Adkastus foon 

perceiv'd the Genius of his new Acquain- 
tance, and by relating to them fomc fidi- 
tious Adventures of his pretended M after, 
got from Ar ANTE and the reft of them all 
•that they knew of the real ones^ of their 
Miftrefs 5 trom that Wench he heard the 
Story which had Co much occafion'd the 
Laughter' of the Court, concerning the Cap- 
tivity of Aridanor in. the Clofet of Is- 
monda, and every body being poffefs'd with 
an Opinion of an Intrigue between them, 
a thoufand little Circumftances, all Inven- 
tion, were added, to the Truth, and left hira 
no room to hope but that fhc was really as 
•guilty with, him as was reported. Refolving^ 
however, to be more affur'd before he dit 
-covcr'd himfelf, he watch'd her every mo- 
tion, but till that night, had never fceii 
any thing which could be called a proof of 
what he fearM : but being told by Clear- 
CHUS that llie had excufed Supping at home 

on. 
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cfl account of the Princcfs, he was dcttfi 
xnin'd to know if in that (he was fincerc or 
not. As he was on the fcout in one of the 
darkeft and moft retired Avenues of the Pa- 
lace, he faw a Ferfon muffled up in hi« 
Cloak pafs hadily by him, and go into the 
Garden, and foon after Ismonha hurry 
along the fame way : Never was a Heart 
more rack'd than that of this unhappy Gen- 
tleman i the fears he had, that he Ihould be 
afcertain'd of what he had yet but fufpc^d^ 
were more terrible to him than the fufpcncc 
liad been, and much ado had he to prevent 
himfclf from calling to her as (he went, and 
faying to her. Come back Ismonda, kt not 
Deteftion prove me ihe Wretch I dread to 

be Come back, and fufFcr me to retain 

the thought, that there is a poiEbility thoil 
art not falfc- 'Tis probable, . indeed, that 
had fhe not pafi'd too quick to fuffer her to 
take notice of any thing, fome Word or 
Motion, in fpite of him, had difcovcr d the 
Emotions of his Soul, and awakcn'd Obfer- 
Vation to infpeft into the Caufe. Seeing her 
enter the Garden, where but the moment 
before he had fcen the Perfon,. whom he 
miftook for Arid ANOR, but was indeed 
the Prince, had gone, he mqide no doubt 
but that it was an Aflignation. The differ 
rent Paflionswith which he was agitated at 
but the fuppofition of the Injury he was 
about to fuffer, rendered him unable immo- 

diatcly 
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diatcly to affurc himfclf 5 but routing, ^ 
much <is poffiblc, from that Lethargy of 
Thought he had been in, he alfo puQi'd back 
the Wicket, and went into the Garden : 
but there ^eing two Walks w'hich met k 
that Entrance, he Was uncertain which it 
Was^ they, whom he fought, had took 5 and 
happening to make choice of the wrong, 
could neither fee nor hear any thing of them 
till he came to that Arbor, where being no 
Pallagfc on the fide he was, he but vainly en- 
tieavour'd to get through, when he cry'd 
4CMit to them in the manner already men^ 
tion 4, and occafion'd their flight. The way 
■being twice as long from where he was to 
the Ai1)or, as it was from it to the Pa- 
lace, they had time to fettle themfelves, as I 
-have reprefcnted, before he could arrive aft 
the place where he firft perceived they were. 
-He fpent fome hours, after he found they 
were gone, in giving vent to the Diftradiioh 
he was in, at this plain Demonftration of his 
Misfortune. Vex'd he was that he had dit 
cover'4 himfelf, fince he had been prevent- 
ed from appearing in the manner he had de- 
fign'd to do, and it was now too late for 
him to refume his difguife, not doubting 

•but that IsMONDA had known his Voice. 

He wifli'd he had remained yet a little longer 
time concealed, but then refleding that he 
already had feen enough, and needed no 
more to be convinced of the Infidelity of 

chat 
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that fair Hypocrite, he ceas'd to be uneafy at 
the Interruption he had given, and bent his 
wiiole Thoughts on Revenge, and the man- 
ner in which he would accomplifti iu At 
his return to the Palace, he went to the 
Chamber of Clearchus, where being in- 
formed Ihe was not yet come home, he 
drefs'd himfelf in one of thofe Habits he 
had been ^ccuftom'd to wear when he was 
caird Adrastus, and as foon as he was 
ready, fcnt a Page to fearch for her, who 
having heard her fay fhe was going to Hy- 
ANTHE, went no farther than the Apartment 
of that Princefs, and having acquainted her 
with his Meflage, and from whom he re- 
ceived it, fhe fummon'd ail the Courage (he 
was Miftrcfs of to arm licr for this Encoun- 
ter i and having prepared hcrfelf beyond Ima- 
gination, (he flew to the Room where (he 
was told he was, and preventing his ap- 
proach to her, threw her Arms about his 
Neck, crying. My dear Adrastus, by what 
Miracle is it that I behold yqu here ? Has my 
good Angel whifper*d in your Ear the good 
I am about to do for you, and you thus 
kindly come and fparc me the pains of 
fending ? Yes, Madam, anfwefd he^ dif- 
engaging himfelf as foon as pofjible from 
her Carejfes^ and turning from her with a 
Countenance which denoted the mingled 
Rage and Grief of his tormented Souly I 
am too well fatisfy'd what it is you do for 

me J 
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fftc ; and after the knowledge that you have 
been falfe, nothing could fo much afto- 
nifh me, as that there is a poflibility for 
Vice, like yours, to wear the fliape of Vir- 
tue — r-Good Heaven, purfu'd he wildly ^ 
why do you fuffer that Face ftili to retain 
its fhow of Innocence? Why is not her 
Form grown black and horrid, like her pol- 
luted Soul ? fomc publick mark of Infamy 
Ihould appear to warn unwary Gazers from 

her deftrudive C.harmSi- Oh all ye Gods 

oi Caramaniay interrupted fl^Cy and offer *- 
ing to take his Handy what fudden Frenzy 
has poffefs'd my Lord ? Off thou Adulterefs, 
refum'd he, throwing her from him, well 
may 'ft thou call on foreign Deities, thy own 

have long fince forfaken thee when for 

the Embraces of a Stranger, the curs'd 
Aridanor, thou did'ft refufc thofc of a 

once fond doating Husband. —Shame, 

and the worft of Crimes has been thy 
Choice, and Hell and Horrour (hall reward 
thee for it. Not all the Terror which con- 
fcious Guilt had before- involv'd her in, was 
equal to the Joy ftie now conceived at his 
miftake. Innocent of this Accufation, fhe 
threw oflF the fupplicating Air Ihe had put 
on, and affuming one all haughtiriefs, Vw- 
jiiRADRASTVSyfaidJbey is it thus that yoa 
return the Obligations you have to me? Am 
1, for having preferv'd my Honour inviola- 
ble from all the Artifices, . nay, combated 

S even 
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even with the Force of that fcducing Lord, 
to be reproached^—— Injurious Man, never 
will I forgive the wrong thou haft done me, 
Bor, (hould'ft thou repent of what thou haft 
faid in Rivers of ihceflant Tears, any more 
will know thee by the Name of Husband, or 
(hare the Bed of one who has fo much pro- 
ianed my Virtue. Scarce could he contain 
himfelf in hearing her fpeak in this manner, 
from exprefling t>is Rage in fomething more 

violent than Words.^ Moxe than once 

he laid his Hand upon his Sword, but Cle- 
ARCHUS reftrain'd him from going farther*-^ 
O more than Impudence, cr/d he^ Jiamp- 
ing arid walking about the Room in a difor- 

defd motion Language has no Nanie^to 

diftinguiOi this Behaviour, which would not 

wrong the monftrous Meaning had not 

my own Eyes and Ears betray'd the hortid 
Secret, I know not but in Ipite of all I 
have been told, my foolifh Heart would 
yet have doubted if flie had been baf c 
But to give the lye to all my Senfes, nay, 
when her own have informed her that they 
have been Witnefs of her Crime, is fome- 
thing which fure Ihe could not have learn'd 

in any School but that of Hell. Were 

not your perfidious Arms, continued he, 
turning to her^ clofe lock'd about the Adul- 
terer's Neck ? Did not ftiort Sighs and 

mingling Kifies proclaim a mutual eagernefs 
for the guilty Joy^ when my abus'd Patience, 

no 
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nolonger.^ble to Endure the {hocking Scenes 
made mt break ont, and vainly ftru^lc for 
a Paff^ge to reach the hated Heart of your 
Uqdocr ? All a Madman's Dream, replfd 
fh€fc0rnfuUjfi\yN\i^n or .where was I £q 
kind? Caa.yoa deny it} faidhe: Was it 
n0t now,., this Very Night, in the Palace* 
Gatdien?— r-^Oh! had you not both been 
too wdl acqtvainted with the Place, my Rage 
had overtaken your flight, and put you paft 
thepo.wejr.of urging me yet inore by fo oh- 
(linate z CojBtradiftio n ' . : ■ but it is itcJt 
yet too lace, dddid he^ and fuch Examples 
will I maker-rr-Gompofe yoUrfelf toflcep, 
rejkm-djhey khAio-xnoxtovr L will talk with 
you befocc tbofe >*rho ai!e better Jujlges of 
my Condud. .In fpeaking this, (be flung out 
of the Room, CtEAECBU^ preventing him. 
from detaining her, and half pcrfuaded of 
her Innocence, 'with fo much Serenity and 
unfli'aken Timpcr : -had (he hehavll : Arc 
you certain, my Lord ! Jkidhe tb himi that 
you have not been deceived J to me> Ap- 
pearances, on her fide fland fair ^ (he told me 
Ihe was going to the Apartment of the Prin- 
ceis, and it was there, when fcnt for, (he' 
was found : With what probability then could' 
it he ihe whom you f»w in the Palace-Gar-' 
den J ycwi might probably be dccciv'd by the' 
faimt ^xmmcringt b£ the uncertain Moon, 
and having the Image of Ismokda ever pre- 
fcnttoyduiBy^esy might, Avith cafe, mifbkc 
... ' ' S 2 fome 
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fdmc other ^ for her. Thb Soggcftion of 
Clearchus macle him perfeftiy outrage* 
(MS 5 what, /aid be, do my very Friends 
confpire againft me, and take the Wanton's 
part?* — How could I be dcceiv'd, when free 
from Paffion, and fcarce believing my Mis- 
fortune, fhe pafs'd fo clofe to the place in 
which I flood, a little nearer and (he had dif- 
cover'd me J it was not by the liloon's faint 
light I faw her then, but by the unerring 
Lamps which fill the Palace-Gallery. He 
added many moreCircumftances, which but 
too plainly prov'd he could not have been 
miftaken, and after palling the remainder 
of the night in Difcourfes fuitable to the Oc- 
cafion, he wrote a little Note to Aridanor, 
which he oblig'd Clearchus to carry to 
him, the Contents whereof were as follows. 

To Aripanor^, 

AS you are confcious of having in- 
jured TtiCy ft are you alfb fenftble 
what kind of Reparation i$ expeded from 
^. a Man of Honour : As I am too much a 
'Stranger in Caramania to' know what 
'. place is moft proper for fuch an Interview; 
^^ I leave it to your appointment, as alfo 
' whether with .or without Seconds ; tho 
^riince the quarrel concerns none but our« 

* Xclves, I think it necdlefs to intereil any 

* .other in it: however, if you are of adif- 
^ ferent Opinion, I am not unprovided of a 

; - . * Friendl 
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'; Friend, pleafe tO: let me know your Rc- 
frfeiution by: the Bearer, and aifo where 
' About ap hour hence I may hope to find 

* you.— Tho a Stranger to my Perfon, I 
5 beiieYe you have heard too much of my 
^ Charader to think me unworthy of your 
' Sword, when I (hall inform you I am 
' caU'd 

Adrastus; 

• 

Loth was Clearchus to be the Bearer 
of thisMandate^ yet as the Affair fcem'd to 
be, could offer nothing in oppofklon to its 
he therefore went about the execution of liis 
Commiflion; but found £bme difficulty in 
jbeing introduced to the prefence of ArXt 
pANOR> who was not yet rifen : ^however, 
on telling the Servant that his Buftncfs was 
pf a nature which would not brook delay, 
he was admitted^ ;He delivered the Billet to 
bi^ while he was in Bed, and having read 
it, heard him^cali for Pen and Paper imxne'- 
diately, and in a fmall time received an An^ 
fwer from his own Hand $ which returning 
with to Adrastus, he communicated to 
him: it ^ontain'd thefe Words/ 

To Adrastus, 

* ' I ^ H Q I ^tn as much a Stranger to the 
^ JL ^^^' ^^ which you feem to accufe 
^ me, as I am to your Perfon, and cannot 
I imagine bfy vhat means I fbould f^ofTiWy 

S3 ' have 
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have injured one f6 much- a Sttaiigcr, yet 
am I ready to give you wh^ ; Sfttisfeftk>d 
you fhali thififc jkroper 5 utrhkh, - that you 
may the better judge, Iwill^mect you la 
the Wildernefs, behind thfe Palact-G&r- 

den, within thfe Hour at'ftiftheft,: 1 

am of your mind, that di^re is4iaoccafibri 
for Witneflcs of what we have to fay> and 
fliaii therefore come alone. 

Aridanor. 

He ha» anfwetM like d Man (Hi Honbaf, 
nor could any other, faiil AdraStus, witii 
a Sighy have dcfMrived me of «he Affe^Jibfls 
t£ Ismonda: he pafs'dfoi^e little time i A 
DiTcourfesof the fame natare, 9frtr which 
he cmbrac'd Olg arches, arid went t» t&t 
place appointed, where h^ had not wsillTd 
above the Space of a minute^ before heiW 
Aridanor. approach i he had the advan^ 
tage as having feen him'^Mlir he remam'd 
with Clearcrus in difgiift,' biit Arida^ 
vroR who knew him not, wds-at i^ lofs; whe^ 
ther he was^his Antagoniftx>f not, till pluck* 
ing off his Hat and approaching^ him. Yon 
are pundual, my Lord } /aid k^, not did I 
cxpcd other from your Chara^cr ; the Man 
who dares commit an Injiirv, fhould alfo 
Aire as boldly to defend it. Yes^ Adras- 
Tus, repl/d Aridanor, not is it that I fear 
ycfui Sword that I defire fomc Speech before 
we engpgc, but- btcauft thofe Adions can* 

not 
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not, with Juftice, be call'd brave, to which 
we are duly inftigatcd by our Paffions $ I 
fliould be glad to know the Rcafon why we 
^rc Enemies. Oh ye Gokls ! cr^d the at her y 
tranfpdrt^d with Rage^ is that a Queftion 
fbr ARiDAiJTOfR to ask the Husband of Is- 
MONDA? — ; — Can he believe me ignorant 

of the wrong he has dqnfe me >— -^ Or 

does he infult the Shame he has brought* 
oil me, ^nd would make me the Reporter of 
my own Infamy? Adrastits, refum'd he^ 
r have not wrong'd you— but fince you have 
n^n'd IsMOKDA, t atn no longer at a lofs to 
guefs the Gaufe of your too ;uftifiable, tho 
miftaken Rligc *' ' \ O ! continued he^ 

after 'd^aufej that you knew me better, 
that you might npt *thmk 'twas Cowardice 
p«)mptcd myTonguei i would reveal a Se- 
cret. -—^Spcak it, interrupted KoKKSTuSy 
your Fame m Battle has been too well efta^ 
blifti'd to fuifer fudi a Thought — if there 
be aught concerning ray Diftionour more 
than yet I know, be generous and tell me. 
You yet know nothing, replfd Aridanor, 
but are abused hy falfe Intelligence i but 
longer fliall you not- ■! have confider'd, 
and find 'twould be mecr Madnefs, and not 
Bravery, to fuffer you to continue in a 
Miftakc whi^ch' might not only be fatal to 
one or both of us, but alfo add new Tri- 
umphs, and &11 Security to the fair falfe 
IsMON^DA, and her great Seducer— —-* for 

S 4 "^ ihould 
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flioulil you fall by me,. or Lhy yo% the 
Death of cither would be welqpme TU 
clings 5 by mine, they would.. be rid of, 
pcjchaps, the only Pcrfon who has it in 
his power to betray their Secret, j and 
by yours, the fears of 3eparatiQn .W9ul4 no 

more difturbthe guilty Pair. 

I will not t^ereforie fight with thee. A- 
DRASTUs, on this. Theme, at leaQ: not till 
you have hear4 ^be Truth.*—; — rr- O fpe^ 
it, cr/4 the difira^f^d Husband! my Soul 
is all Ai^conifhmcnt ^ if I have been de« 
ceiv'd, and wrong'd your Virtue, I will eu: 
treat your Pardon in the humbleft manner. 
Calm fhe (empcftuous^Paffions: of your 
Grief, if poffible, rejum' d Kkidk^qk -^ yoM 
have not wrpng'd mC|, neither am I guilty 5 
I am, and am not innocent-—-— well may 
you fcem amazed, but foon will I explain 
the Myftcry.* — — j- Know thcn^ Is^onda 
icorns to fin . beneath a Prince J -and had 
there not bee^ .a Tpeodore, Aqrastus 
would have had no room for fufpicion of 
Aridanor; Here ? the . impatie^^t . Soul of 
this afflided Man was able to o>nt»in no 
longer 5 but' cafting.a furious Lqoi!:, and lift- 
ing up his Hands, as-tho' he woujd accufe 
^eaven of his Misfortune, <3q4^! Gods! 
cry'd hcy c^n it . he -poffible i ''^-i; ;"' ■' • The 
Prince ! — r the Husband of HyAKTHE.at- 
tempt the Honour of hei? Priend, her Bo- 
fofii Fav^m-ite ! rBut tell me, continued 
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hey turning his Eyes on Aridanor, in- 
form mc, generous Lord, the whole of this 
vile Secret 5 let me not linger in a Life of 
Torment, but kill me at once i»rith afluring 
mc 'tis fo. I wifh that I could fay there 
was a hope it were not, refumed the 
other \ but becaufe it would be mean* 
i^ul'd in mc to reveal the Crimes of o- 
thcrs> while I conceal my own, I will 
Confefs, that when the knowledge of the 
Prince's. Happinels made bold my hopes, I 
tOQ prefumed to talk to her of Love % but 
with fuch fdrce did flic repel my Suit, 
that^libon I dropped the fruitlefs Profecu- 
tion. Yet one. thing more I have to ask^ 
faid Adr ASTUs^ ajcid I conjure you, by your 
Honour, hide not the Truth: 'Were yoa 
not l^e lad !Might in the Gardens of the 
Palace ? No, by Heaven, anfwered Ari« 
DANpR % but aS; I crofs'd the Gallery, I faw 
your roy^l Bivalclofe mufHedin his Cloak, 
and unattended, pafs that way. — ^ — Twas 
him then I miftpok for you, cry'd the tor- 
mented Adrastus 5 Oh that my Sword un- 
knawing.him had reached his Heart!-- — ^ 
Oh that I were ftill in ignorance by^ whom 
I am abus'dl foi;ne iugky Moment mightf 
thea have thrown me on him, and I might 
have taken that juft Revenge oti' the Dc- 
ftroyer of my Honour, which mow the 
]^ame of Theopore debars mc from*- — 
;y^^re it 4ny p(her than the Husband of 

Hy- 
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Hyanthe, the' guarded by the brightcftof 
the cckftial Beings, he fhouM not Tcape 
my Ragc.-r-***DMination ! f$irfued be^ all 
other Curfts.of the offended Gods, are mean 
to bearing Injuries as I muft db. 

A co&fi4erab]e time was^pa&'d between 
the O0e, relating all he knew of thB Ad- 
venture $ and the other, in exclaiming Oil 
the Severity of his fate, and the Falfhood 
of IsMoi^bA : After which they paite<i, 4tid 
Aoi^AStus - rd:urn'd to the Apartment of 
his Wifie, who he foun<t abroad i (he was 
gpiie to thd Princefs, to acquaint her wkh 
the arrival of Adrastus, and his un|uft 
Sufpicions of her. He had fcarce finiflied 
the account he was giving to Clearchits, 
of what had pafs'd between him and 
ARiPAi^oa, when one of the Princefs^s 
Pages came to let him know (he expe&ed 
to .fee him ;. having been idifc»m'd his Wife 
was akeady with her, be douibtcd not but 
ihe had 4»ad^ her Complaint to that de-^ 
feiv'd Lady, and was iaa Perplexity which 
fzannoc be defcrib'd, in what manner he 
ihould defend his Accu^tibnfs againil her,^ 
without, at die fame time, proclaitoing the 
Guilt of the Prince } which QOt only i^e 
Admonitions of Clearchvs, but his o^wn 
Rjeafofi aMb perfuaded hAm it \f as wholly 
improper to do. ^ The AlFair was nice, and 
in the preifcne Coofufion ^hiis Thou^s, 
he found faimfclf incapable Of managing it) 

yet 
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yet was thcrd an- abfolute Neccffity cf c- 
beying the Summons of a Princcfs, who 
was the Daughter of his Maftcir, He there- 
fore €Oitt{)(»'d ' himfclf is tnxich 'is pollible 
to atterid hifcr. ' He fouftd^ her in her 
Clofct thtirely alonC;, I^monda having en- 
trfcated not to be prc(cilt during this Con- 
Verfatiorii Ho^ k:6mcs it, AbRAstus, /aid 
fbey ^s fioh ^'^i 'he 4^^^^ that yoii 

have conceal-d yourfcff m Cora/mania? I 
thought the Love and Duty you pay my 
royal Tatrieri ha^ esttended to all bdong-i 
ing to himy «id that the firft Viiit you had 
made, h^ been to me. Pardon, bright 
Princefe \ aHfwefd he, this fceniing negled^ 
Of that Regard due to your high Birth, iand 
mcMre illiiftrious Virtues 5 but there were 
Reafons for the Concealmt^nt of piy Ar* 
rival, which could hot be difpenfed* With, 
and which have made me guilty of Oniil^ 
lions^^ both tb Heaven and ycm. I fear thofe 
R€af6ns>^;^/^^HYANTHE, arc fuch as tan-* 
ttot be aj^oVd by the Wen-wifliers of 
your Faiiiei or Peace of Mind : I htarj an^ 
grieve to heir; * ftrange ^Storiei'xDf yout al- 
tered Humour.---^— Believi riie, AmiAsf us, 
Jealoufy li the worft Paflibn df^ the Soul;, 
and when' 'tis, caufelefi, is an OflFerice to 
Virtue fcarcely pardonable. I am of the 
fame opinion, iA^Atm^ mfwefdhe^ and' 
bccaufel would not give it entrance, en- 
deavoured to arrive at certainty.-*— And how^ 

far 
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hx have you fucceeded^ internet ed the 
Trincefs,. .: « 

Now was. this, unhappy Husband in the ut- 
moft Dilemma, in what manner to reply : 
but a fudden^Thoilgbt coming that! moment 
into his head, after a moment's .Paufe ; So » 
far. Madam, anfwer'd he, as has ferv'd to 
convince me that I have been deceived by 
falfe Reports; and h^ve injur'd by an un- 
|uft Sufpicion ;Aridanor.; He was go- 
ing to fay his Wife, but could not force 
Jiis Tongue fo much to belye his Heart. 
And not IsMpNDA too i '• , dfnkfnded the 
Trincefs. When ftie returns to ^iw/^/i^i, 
re fumed he^ what j my opinion is of her, 
will fhow itfelif.—r— I therefore befeech 
your Highnefs, continued hCy putting ene 
Knee to the Ground^ that you will no 
longer pounte&ance her (lay, nor fiiffer 
her to skieen under your (acred Umbrage 
the little Regard Jhe has te&ify'd to my 
peiires, Far be it frpm , ine, rtflfd fbe, 
who am myfelf a Wife, to go about to 
hinder one who is a Wife from that Obe« 
dience the l^an^e of Husband 4aims i but 
as J would not hgye her wanting in her 
Duty, fo I hope ypfi will remeifiber there 
is alfo fome reqjuir^d front you, and not 
by harfli Treptnient> or tpogr^^t an Exer^ 
tion of your Authority obhgp her to re- 
pent (he ever put it in your powen^ Here 
the Mcqiory of the for^ner Tendernefs hQ 
■' had 
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had cxprcffcd to her, and her Ingratitude 
iince, made him fhakc with inward Agony. 
How I have behav'd, Madam, faid he^ 

yourfclf has been a Withefs.— In what 

manner I (hall behave, * will be owing to 
her Aftions. I comprehend riot the mcan- 
' ing of thefe myfterious Words, replfd the 
Trincefsy ' who was entirtly ffeppjfefs'd by 
what that fubtU Woman had faid to her 5 
you feem to have ftill a refcrve of Indig- 
nation in your Soul, wliich may make her 
fear the Ufage I have mentioned: And as 
her Friendihip fdr me has been her only 
Crime, it lies on me to engage her Par^ 
doui which^ypu muft give, Adrastus^ 
furjued fhe fmiling^ or I ftiall think you 
look on ihe as a Rival. I neither can, nor 
ought, anjw'ered he^ to refufe any thing 
to the Daughter of ray Sovereign, and a 
Princefs illimrious for a thoufand Virtues, 
but mbft for her heavenly Sweetnefe of 
Diipbfltions and while Ismonda has. had 
fo bright a Pattern, methinks it is impof' 
fible Ihe ftiould have crr'd.— — — I infift 
therefore on tib miore than that ihe prepare 
with all Expedition to depart^ With me for 
Anatolia. ^^' ^ - • 

The Princefs^ Well ^pleafed with think- 
mg (he had brought about this Reconcilia- 
tiori, endcaVour'd to. perrdade him to con- 
tinue with them ifi Caramania, aifuring, 
him that the Prince her Husband would 

put 
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pfllt him into Poft$ of Hotiour cquivaknt 
to tliofc he enjoy'd in Anatolia. But be* 
fore his Tongue could bring forth a refufal 
of this Offer, his Looks demonftrated how 
unwelcome it was to himt At the Name 
of Theodore, fcarce could he refrain from 
uttering all he knew> and the Reafons that 
Prince had for engaging his (layj but the 
regard he had for the Quiet of the happily 
deceived Hyanth?, pjpevented him : and 
he only excufed ;himfelf frp.n?i accqpting 
any Favours ofFer'd him by her Husband, oq 
the account of thpfe he had received from 
her Father, whofe Service, while he could 
Be of any ufe to him. Gratitude he faid 
would not permit hinx to leave. Though 
the Princefs, truly loving Ismonda, urg'd 
him as ftrenuoufly^ as the C.a^ would per- 
mit, yet could fh^ alkdge but little, beitdes 
her own Deftresi ag^inft the J«ftice of thofc 
Arguments he made ufe of to back his De- 
nial, and {he was oblig'd, at l^ to own that 
he was ii> the right, and confcnr tQ difcharge 
bMONDA from h?r. Scryicci. 
^ Adra^tus had, iio^J(ooacr difei^aged 
himfclf from the Princefs^ than he returned 
to the Apartment of his Wifej where he 
Cpmmunicated to Clbarchijs every parti- 
CttJ^ of the Converfation which had pafs'd 
between him axid H^^akthb s but when he 
came to that which jrelated the promife Qf 
his Pardon to Ismqhda, iu\d Jiis d^%n oC 

taking 
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taking, her with him to AnatoUay ilothing 
could be more amaz'd, than was his Friend : 
And can you ihtHyfaid heyinterruptitig him^ 
fo readily forgive what but €omc hours 
ftnce you fwore^ that to the laft Moments 
of your Life, you would endeavour to re* 
vengc ? " D ocs the Name of Printe fo far 
alleviate the Guilty thaft you can (tonfent to 
live again with thte falfe fair Ismonda \ A 
gloomy Smile at this Inteitogation diffufed 
itfelf around the Mouth of this offended 
Husband s No^ ClbaKchus ! nfumed he^ 
thin|^ not fo meanly of Ajdrastus, 'tis to 
accompliih that Refv^enge^ at which I can ar-» 
rive no other way, that I affefib this Patience, 
this tame forgiving Naturt.—--^ Should I 
leave her in C^nan^niay what more could 
the adulterous Pair deiire .> But I will di* 

vide them-*-— 4ividc them for ever 

give them to know fomc part of the Hells 
they have on me inflidcd— -*and to pre- 
vent a fecond Injury of this kind from any 
other Man, fbon tA fhe arrives in Anatolia^ 
(hall ihe be immurd among the Veftals. The 
Surprize which CLearchus had at firft 
conceiv'd, was Jiow fucceeded by an ad- 
equate Admiratiofi J he applauded his Coa« 
du£t, and cudDuraged him in this Refolu-* 
tion, with all tfatc JiJi:)quetKe he was ma^ 
fter of. 

While they were talking, IsMbN'DA, who 
by the Prihccfs hiad been informed of what 

he 
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he faidy canie iiii and with iti Air of 
Haughtinefs^ with which (he, but in vain, en* 
deavour'd to mingle alittleSweetnefs : Now, 
my Lord, J^idjbey I hope you ate convinced 
of the Injury your miftaken Rage has done 
me, and are prepared to ask my pardon. 
We will talk no more. Madam, replfdhey 
either of Injuries or Pardon, it will be time 
enough when we come to Anatolia $ and 
the greater fpeed you make in getting rea- 
dy for this Journey, the more 1 fhall be 
inclinable to think you wifh a more perfect 
Reconciliation between us, than can be 
made in Caramania. I know not, faid 
fie, whether I fhall accept it on thofe terms, 
or not. And with thefe Words left the 
Room, refuUng to hold any further Con- 
verfation with him, tho' he call'd after her 
to afiure her he would afford it on no o- 
ther, nor would confent to bed with her, 
or call her by the name of Wife, while flic 
continued in Caramania. 

Nor did he ftagger in this Refolution, 
but went with Clearchus immediately out 
of the Palace, and took private Lodgings 
at fome diftance from it. Nothing certain- 
ly ever cqual'd the Perplexity of Ismonda 
at this fudden. turn of her Fate, unlefs it 
were that in which h«r belov'd TheodorIe 
was involved. Neither of them could now 
invent the leaft plaufiblc Pretext, Adrastus 
had refused ail Offices which might detain 

him 
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him irxCarsmania i the Prihcefs had given 
her Coqic^t'that Ismonda fhould depart, 
and there appeared ho way of preventing 
this Misfortu|ie to their Love, but fuch as 
muft have pjpcn'd the Eyes not only of the 
Princcf^, ; but the whole Nation alfo, to fee 
into thclong ]jx^ Secret. Marmillio was 
now a;Pfjfo9 whofe Prefence and Advice 
was thought exceeding neccflary, and the ' 
Prince was beginning to think by what ntieans 
he fhould recall him, without the Eclat of 
his reftoration into Favour being prejudicial 
to himfelf $ .when Cleomenes acquainted 
him, that . his Brother having receiv'd News 
that Irene had died in Childbirth, delired 
nothing more than his Highnefs's Pcrmif- 
iion to return. 

. This was welcome News to Theodore,' 
he fent an immediate difpatch that he fhould 
come with all poffible expedition, giving 
out among his Courtiers, that as that Fa- 
vourite .had incurred his difpleafiire only for 
a ralh Word, he thought he had fufficiently 
punifli'd him for fo trivial a Fault. Nor 
did this Alteration impede his Defires of 
feeing Euridice the Bride of Doraspe^ 
but on the contrary, it very much forward^ 
, cd that Marriage i for Arbanes, by the re- 
turn of Marmillio, being fruftrated of 
the Expedations with which he had flatter'd 
himfelf of being the chief Favourite of his 
Sovereign, and receiving the confequential 

T Be- 
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Eencfksof facha Traft^ thought k beft act 
to negled that only meafis '\^kh now re- 
mained of adyancing kis Family , by an Alli- 
ance with one fo powerftil as that of Do^ 
HASTE 5 and fince Death bad. difappointed 
Jiis Son Ern«stu» of his hope of IrIbme, 
he was refolv'd for the future* never to leave 
.any thing to Tin^ or Chance^ and hurry'd 
dve flow £uRiDKE to Nuptial^ which in 
her Soal w^tc little leis dettftlble to her 
than the Grave. 

Marmiixio had many Friends who tru- 
.ly lov'd him, and finccrely 'rejoiced at his 
Re-eftablilhment ; but theirs was a Joy faint 
and languid, when compared with that which 
'fiird the Soul of the tran%orted Arilla. 
The News of it no fooncr reach 'd her Ears, 
than (he again indulg d the pkafing Idea of 
rewarded Paffion— — again prepar'd to meet 

the Joys of Love and her hcav'd Bofom 

jTweliVi with rcncw'd Dciircs 5 but alas ! lit- 
tle did the falfe Man merit fi> true a Paifion: 
^Far xUfFercnt from her Expcftations, were the 
Carefles with Which he now received her 

ArdcHTS l'^ Abfonce had quite eftrang'd 

his fickle Heart, and a new Ob;ea oblitera* 
ted almoft the Memory of the former. 

While deprived <rf the Plcafures of tfafe 
Court, he cou'd not live without his Amufc- 
ments 5 bejng invited after a Hunting Matdi, 
to the Houfe of a wealthy Commoner in 
that part of the Country which he had chofc 

for 
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fn his R-ctitemcnt, he becaiHB Co nwjch 
cnamomM of the fair Cahiclea, the Wife 
of that Gentleman to whpna he was a Gucft^ 
that the Idea of Arii^lAi to \^hom he had 
been £^ much devoted^ fpon loft all the Em- 
pire over bis Soul, Perfpftly skiird in 

the undotag Ar|:, he (xejtcd all for th$: ob- 
taining this^ n$.w ConqueA* 9a4 the unwary 
Liftoer, too weakly guar fl^c|> became a Pre^r 
to his deftri^ive lnfmumo»9^ Thp unfuf* 
peeling Husband, far fy&m g^efiii^ at the 
Motive which Qccafiop'd Jhe frequent Vifits 
ke now ceceiy'd from hiffh took them as fo 
many Firdqfs . of bis Fri^n^fhip, and was 
tranfport^d at the defer^ce paid him by a 
Man of Marmillio's Qiialify, from all 
ttic other GcntUmen cf th^. County. He 
bad >a young.Sifter equally Ipyely withC^A- 
f(iic;.EA^ tho' of anothji ioxt of Beauty $ 
tbi$ bioodoaiiig.Creaturey when Makmii.^ 
liio found himfelf reca)! 'd to Court;, he 
perfnaded f30 go with kimj telling her, 
he wxxild introduce her to the Service of 
tbe Frmcefs, iwhich would not pnly improve 
hiar in >Conv.erIation, Jbtjt alio tbrov i^cj: 
in tJifC xray of Fortune ; fihere was no 4oi}bt, 
^Xaid, bsufCioarim fUch.^ hers would ap* 
pear, iwhen fet forth to jadvantage, might 
iKtake up for the deficiencies of Birth* and 
^mitte her to a Husband among the firft 
Rank of the Nobility, Caricijea fecm'd 
pf the fame Opinion, and infuitng fome 
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Principles of Ambition into the Mind of 
the young Girl, made her continually teaze 
her Brother for his Confent 5 which he at laft 
gave, on Condition his Wife would accom- 
pany her, and fee her fettled with the* 
Princefs before flie left her. This was all 
that the guilty Pair defir'd$ Marmillio 
not yet grown weary of the Charn\s of 
Cariclea, and divided between his Love 
Intercft, had. form-d this Stratagem for the 
Gratification of bothi and the FairTranf- 
grcflbr was infinitely' pleas'd, to think how 
freely flic might indulge her Paffion when 
dbfent from her Husband, who, by reafbn 
of. a publick Office he bore in the Country, 
cou d not leave it. 

Depending therefore on the Virtue of his 
Wife, he gave his Sifter wholly to her Care 
as to her Behaviour^ and recommending her 
Preferment to Marmillio, who had pro- 
mised fuch great Things, fufFcr'd them to 
take leave without the leaft fufpicion of 
what they defign'd, or that the innocent 
Maid was the Property which they made ufc 
of for no other purpofe than his Diflionour. 

For fome time after they came to Court, 
Cariclea maintained her Empire over the 
Heart of him who had brought her to it $ 
and when it decreased, Arilla profited not 
by the Change : nothing being more true 
tlian that Saying of an Englijh Poet 5 
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To Love once pafi we cannot backward 

movei 
Call Tefierday again j and I may love. 

Few Men, if ever any were, are twice 
enamour'cl of the fame Objed \ their 
whole Life indeed is oiie continued Series 
of Change, but then it is ftill to new De^- 
iires : the Heart that is once eftrang'd, is ne- 
ver to be recairdi and tiiough the forfaken 
Nymph is fure to have her prefent Rival 
in the fame Condition with herfeif, yet 
muft fhc not hope to reap any other Ad- 
vantage, than Revenge. Arilla foon per- 
ceived fhe owed her Misfortune to the Beau- 
ties of Cariclea, and had Wit enough to 
know that Copiplaints would be of little 
fervicc to eftablilh her in the AfFcftions of 
jthis ungrateful Man. Unable therefore to 
endure the fight 6f what was fo diftrading 
to her, (he quitted the Service of the Prin- 
cefs, and retired to the Houfe of a Rela- 
tion in the Country, with a Refolution ne- 
ver to return, unlefs her Reafon could fo 
far get the better of her Pailion, as tq give 
her Course to look on all he did with the 
Eyes of Indifference and Contempt, 

Her removal made room for Violetta, 
fo was the Sifter of the Husban4 of Cari- 
CLE A called: AndjMARMiLLio, as much 
IP leave that Lady (whofe abfcnce he now 

T 3 began 
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began to wifh, as much as he had done her 
prefencc) no piretence bf ft4ying> is to 
comply with the Promife he hid Ifiiade het 
Husband, neglcftcd not thfe 6|)porkibky of 
introducing this young Beauty, There were 
ho Obftacles to her recefAioni (he wi* well 
accomphfli'd> "and of a Family ihf<itlo^rtd 
none, who were n<* of the N^Uit^. Hy- 
AN^HE accepted her with h*r tif&at AflPabi- 
lity and Sweetnefs, attd aflfureil <!) AfttCLfiAi 
\\*o accompany'd her to the t^reftlice-Gfeatft* 
bcr, that there were nont a»^ohg hti THhi 
6f nobk Maidfe, ^hdfa (hit \^rtDilW tteJtt ^i^ 
greater Kindnt ft. 

VntoLETTA tftusfu'd at C^cmrt, Ckk^^dLtA 
xv^as t^blig'd to rdrutta home, AiiSi ^V'd tm*- 
fcK the Grief oJF being for&kcin : tht »t- 
ceffity 6f her DepisTrftirc engagiAg M AftM[iL<- 
tuo to entertain he^r with the a^eaWaftCfe 
tof the feme Ardoui?s, -as -thoft ^itk Krhidl 
he firft (educed her cafy Hcdrt 3 aftd ^t 
parted with thris Satisfaawn In her «iind> 
that ihe left ^im ihvolv'd in ^qtia& Sbrrow, 
^nd that his Inclinations w ouW bt%^ -bifift in 
^ fhort time to VHit her. 

Next to the fear'd Irie^^e, ^fetl^ifeg hdd 
*tver given Mm itadrt Pleafurc;, ihtkk to bfc 
freed from Ari:li.a, aiid this laft iC©!n^[ueft 
H!>f his viftoric^us Wiles: he ^-as ncfW ^t li- 
berty to'profecute a ftctir De^n, which his 
'ever- waving iHiffidn had form'd ^gMntt tl* 
the Virtac^bf OmmpIA, a young I^adyvCIf 
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cxqpaHttc! Beauty and Accompliihmenfs, but 
cfiecm'ct a Maa*ha<cr, and/cis probable the 
4i&CQltf that appeared in gaining hci^ was 
noi 1^ ao: inducement to \im than any oth$r 

Cham u He longed to triumph over 

lb rigid a Virtue— —He thought it would 
be aa infinite Satisfa&ioa to know bimfelf 
poflfefs'd of what: Co many had languifh'd for 
]ii^ vain> and refbhr'd to leave no means un*- 
tty- d to bring, her into the number of thofc 
^fao were unable to withftand his Sollicita^ 
tiom. Many propofals greatly to the ad^ 
Dfancageof her Fortune had been made her^ 
y«t was (he {& far from accepting, them, that 
tho" (he had> ait the firft acquaintance with 
them> declared a Kking of their Converfa^ 
tiMi^ they .no, fooner appeared as Lovers^ 
than (he immectiateiy delpis'd and us'd them 
illi and tor prevent all farther Importuni* 
ties o£ the like nMure, at laft treated the 
whole Sex witit a Contempt which was 
Icarce reconcileable to Good Breeding. 
Marmxixio had frequently beea in he« 
Company > and had found thoEfFeds of this 
Humour in commoa with the reft of Mao* 
kmd, ytt did it not deter him i and fetting 
himfetf . to dive into the iecret of a Dlfpofi^ 
tion (b fordgn to< all that is natural, he 
thou^ it mdBt proceed, either fi:om a i^cre« 
Paifioa fhe had entertained for fome one 
Man, that had created inr her an avcrlioit 
to aU otbe^^ii. or. cl£e^ that it was no more 

T -^- than 
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than AfFcdation, and that (he imagin-d by 
Teeming to Hate^ (he might give the great- 
er loofe to Lovej unpcrceiv'd isind unfuf* 
pe£ted. His Bufinefs therefore, was to find 
out which of thefe two Motives was the 
right i but by what means he ihould make 
this Difcovery, he was for fomc time at a 
lofs ; and was indeed at laft indebted for it 
only to an Accident as whimfical in efFed, 
as it was ruinous to the Honour and future 
Reputation of this feemingly referv'd La- 
dy. 

, Happening to pafs by her Houfe oixe !Nlight 
when it was very late, he ^ faw the Door 
wide open, and no Servant near it, nor any 
Light appearing at the Windows, he pre^ 
fently imagined it might have been broken 
open by Thieves 5 and having two Men with 
him, he made them go into the:Hali;» and 
call to the Footmen, but none^ anfwering 
for a long time, he grew convinc'xl that his 
Conjedures had been true, and made yet 
% louder Noife. At length a Fellow came 
running down fiairs half naked, and with 
all the marks of f;rigiit and aftonifliment on 
his Face, Are any of the Family bcljde your 
felf, y2r/V MaR'Millio, awake ) No, my 
Lord, anjwer'd he. Your Lady then, re- 
Jum'd hey is doubtlefs robb'd ; And then told 
him in what manner he had feen the Door, 
and the occafionof.his coming in at that 
Upfcafonahle h<mr. On^ which, the Fellbw 

ran 
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fan up ftairs to call his Companions^ who 
being all foundly deeping, were not very 

cafy to be rouz'd from it. All the Men, 

and Maid-Servants, being at laft alarm'd, 
they went up and down the Houfe with 
Lights, endeavouring to difcover at what 
place the Rogues had entered, or what they 
had taken away. Olimpia's Woman ran 
into her Chamber, to apprize her Lady of 
what had happened 5 but not finding her 
there, Ihriek'd out, that the Thieves had 
ftole away her Lady : on which, every bo- 
dy going into that Room, they found it 
ftripp'd of iall the rich Things in it, which 
could conveniently be carry'd away 5 her 
dreffing Plate, a fine Watch and Equipage, 
which, at her going to Bed, were always 
hung in a Cafe made on purpofc for them 5 
her Cabinet broken open, and her Jew- 
els and Money taken out. There was in- 
deed fufficient in this Room to glut the 
Avarice of thefe nodurnal Pilferers; aiid 
cither being fatisfy'd with their Booty, or 
fearful of; Difcovery, they went into ho 
other, as might be fuppos'd 5 for every thing 
ftood as it did in all the other Apartments. 
As Marmillio, with the SerVants of this 
Lady, were fearching the Houfe, one of 
thenl cry'd out, that the Door which open'd 
into the Garden was unbarr'd 5 on which the 
reft going toward it, found it was fo indeed, 
and wcr'c then no longer at a lofs by what 

means 
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means the Rogues had gotten entraocc : Cr 
very one, however, Ma&uillio eipeci* 
ally> being in great Concern what was 
become of Olimpia, fome of the Foot- 
men ran with lighted Torches^ imotbe Ga^ 
den, where in a clofe Arbor they found her 
bound and gagg'd, and, to their great amaze^ 
ment, the uglidl and mofl: dirty. <^ her 
Grooms in the fame pofture. Scarce would 
the wonder which they all were involved i^ 
permit them to deliver her from that uae^y 
States but Marmillio> who had taou 
Frefence of Mind, was the firft who gave 
ber any Ai£(iaace, and taking the Gag out 
of her Mouth, reftor'd her to the v£c of 
Speech, while the others were bufily em- 
ployed in unfaAning the Cords which had 
jrudcly been twifted round hei Legs and 
Arms. It was expected that (he wonldhave 
related to them, ib foon as (he had power, 
how ihe came to be thus expos'd> but (heap* 
pear'd in too great a Confuiion to do it i 
and when Marmillio, having bis own fe« 
cret Keafdns for the Queftion, ^k;'d her bow 
it came to pais that ihe chofe fb odd and {& 
dangerous an hour for walking,^ (he au'^ 
fwer'd nothing. And when he more ma- 
iicibudy demanded, if it were with hef 
knowledge that the Groom was in thq 
Garden at the fame Hme her Ladyfhip baid 
chofe to make it the place pf her Retire-. 
oient; ihe feem'd tead;^ tq die with Shame 



and Vexation; and inftcad* of thanking 
Marmillio fbc the timely afilftance he 
had given her^ ihe flung abruptly from him^ 
crying^ I cannot imagine wh^t Accident or 
Deiign (hould bring you here at this time* 
He endeavoured not to fiay her^ nor had 
any further builncfs'to remain there any 
longer himfelf^ but went 'thro' the Houfe, 
and into his Chair^ impatient till he was at 
home> to xxamine the Contents of a fmall 
piece of Paper which he had taken up in 
the Arbor of Olimpia's Garden> and lay 
near the Qrooxn } and which, 'twas probable, 
the Thieves in rifling his Pockets had let 
falL He had no fooner enter'd his Clofet^ 
than evening it, he found it contained thefe 
Lines. 

* Tho* I have turn'd away the Wench, 
f ^ofe inqui/itive Difpoittion gave me 
^ jufl caufe of fear, yet am I fiill appre^ 
' hcnfive of difcovery, by fome unlucky 

* Accident or other. We cannot, my 

^ dear Silo, be perfedly fecure, while we 
^ continue our Endearments in my Cham- 
^ ber i I will therefore quit my Bed when 
' oil the Family are drown'd in deep, and 
^ fleai down to the clofe Arbor at the far« 

* ther end of the CSardcn, where I Ihall ex* 
^ pcft you with all the Impatience of the 

* moft doating Afiedion/ 

Doating, indeed, cr/^ Marmillio ta 
ifmfe/fy 4ts fion as he had d^ne reading % 

was- 
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was ever fuch monftruous Hypbaify ! 'Tis 
pertain, that tho' he had not that opinioa 
pf her Virtue, which the generality of the 
World had, yet he could never imagine 
Oie would have ftoop'd fo low as her own 
(jroom, if he had not feen the Confirma* 
tion of it under her own hand, which he 
^^new perfedly well, having often feen it 
on fcVcral Occafions. He could not for- 
bear laughing, however, when he conii-' 
def d on the whimHcalnefs of this Adven- 
ture : It was plain, that the Thieves coming 
over the Wall with a deflgn to rob the 
Houfe, had found the Miftrefs of it with 
her humble Enamorato in that Arbor ^ and 
haying bound and gagg'd them, found an 
(^fy opportunity to compafs their Deitgn. 
Having a little given way to the Divcr- 
fion of his Humour on this comical Affair, 
his more ferious Inclinations refumed fome 
part of their formei: force : I fay, fome 
part ; for aft; r the knowledge how much 
Olimpia h^d demean'd herfelf, he had not 
thofe paflionate Defires for her Enjoyment 
as before. It was Curiolity, and perhaps 
ibme mixture of a more ba^Hp Failion, which 
made him now refolve not to relinquifli 
his Pretcnfions j and encourag'd by the dif- 
covcry hp had made, prcfs'd on her in fo 
clofe a manner, that it oblig'd her to make 
ufe of all the Invcdives Ihe could muftcr 
pp againft the Scx^ tp m^ke him dcftft ; 

and 
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' and perceiving that thofe Artifices, which 
had been fatal to fo many of the believing 
Fait^ ha4^ no influence on her, he grew ac 
laft fo piqued, that, without any regard to 
her Quality, or thofe Vows of ail eternal 
Adoration he had made her, he upbraided 
her with Hypocrify and Deceit ; and to 
prove that he knew her pretended Virtue 
all a Cheat, reveaFd to her by what means 
he had been acquainted witii the Conde- 
fcenfions with which fhc had favoured Silo, 
and theaten d to ' make the Affair publick 
to the whole Town, if fhc confented not 
to bribe him in the manner' he deftr'd. 
Nothing can be imagined of Fear, Vexa- 
tion, and Surprize, fuperiour to what Olim- 
Pi A endur'd in this fhock^ atfirftfhc raged, 
'' forfwore all he alledged, and branded him 
with In) uflicc and Barbarity, in terms the 
mofl opprobrious that Paifion could fuggcfl : 
but all (he faid having no other effe£b, than to 
make him more refoiute to expofe her, (he 
fell into as mean Submiffions, entreating 
him to pity the Weaknefs (he had been 
guilty of/ and not riiin her for ever, by 
revealing what he had difcover'd. She told 
him that Silo, by concealing himfelf in 
her Chamber, had at firft ravilh'd her Vir- 
gin Favours, Shame preventing her from 
alarming the Family 5 becaufe that, while a* 
fletp, he had prcfumcd too far for her to fuf^ 
fer to be made publick > and that ftnce, more 

out 
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out of &ar of being betray'd by his M)dke, 
fhc faiad yielded to repeat the guilty Joy, 
than out of any Pleafure (he to^ in the 
CareiTes of a Wretch fo much bcaeath her ; 
and that the Keflcdion ho\ir cruelly her Vir-r 
tue had been triumphed Over by him> had 
been the occafion of that Hatred Ihe tx^ 
preis'd to all Mankind in gcaieral. And 
cato yon not^ Jaid Marmuxjo, afikme 
Courage enough to throw off fucfa a bold 
Invader i p - . . ■■ ■ M , W faat matters it> in what 
manner he (hall fpeak^ who wiii believe 
the Words of a difcardcd Servant J— 
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A Villain fo audacious (hould rather have 
met the Puniihment of ins Crime from 
your ofFehdjcd Hand, than reap 'd ILeward«--*^ 
Bat you have fince forgiven, and no doubt 
love the Wretch.-—-* No, by my hopes of 
Happincfs, rejumed fbe ; and had I any 
Friend would tid me of him, {hould think 
myfelf obligfd paft Exoampencc.^^^^ But 
CO whom could I apply for iiich a Favour, 
without relating the caufe of my Difguft; 
you are t\vc iicfi Difcoverer of diis horrid 
Secret, and if indeed you iav^d me, would 
not endure a Rival (uch as he to be pof*- 
fefs'd 9f the Advantages he is* What can I 
doy replfJJsiiLViUiiAaio, to a Creature tmr 
worthy of my Sword ? O ! there are a 
thoufand, faid fbe, who, £or a trifling &e« 
ward, would fend him from the World. 
As 4i^olute as M a.r m 1 1^ p Ijo was, the 

thoughts 
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thoughts of Mitrdcr fliock'd him, cfpccially 
when propo^d by a Woman, and one who 
had willingly continncd in the ncarcft In- 
timacy with the Perfon (he would dcftroy. 
There axe Countries, Madam, anfwefdhe, 
after a Uttk Taufty where thofc Bravoes 
you talk of are eafy to be found i but if 
«iere arc any of that Calling in Cara- 
mamay I proteft to you I know diem not. 
*■' ■ * However, continued he^ when he 
had again taken a little time for Con/tdera- 
tiifny I will endeavour to give you the Eafe 
you feem to wHh, though by means lefs 
cruel than you mentioned. I care not by 
^hat way, faid fbey you fecure my Repu* 
lation from his Tongue, and deliver me 
from the Conftraint I am under, in fuffer- 
ing his odious Careflcs i and my Heart, my 
Soul, my All fhall be at your devotion.' 
Marmillio would fain have received his 
Hire before his Work was done, but Olim- 
MA would not confent: No, my Lor^ 
.faidjbey when he importuned her, fct me 
free from the detefted Obligations I am un- 
^cr, and 1 can then receive your Embraces 
with fatisfaftibn. He was able to obtain 
no more of her, and took his leave to go 
about the Execution of What he had pro- 
tnifed, which he accompliftied by thefe 
means. 

He had an acquaintance with a Captain, 
who traded to tile fanher part of the Wcf- 
■ tern 
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tern Ocean^ the Ship was at that time ready 
to fet fail: and Olimpia fending Silo 
on boards under pretence of carrying a Let- 
ter to the Captain, which he was to deliver 
to fome Friend (he had ]^n that Country for 
which he was bounds the poor Fellow 
was immediately ciapp'd under Hatches> 
and^ like other Felons, was made a Tranfport 
for the Theft he had committed on his La^* 
dy's Honour. After which, Marmillio 
received from Olimpia as full a Gratifica- 
tion of his Dellres, as he had hoped, or (he 
had promifed. 

While the elder Brother was thus en- 
gaged, the younger was not left without his 
Amufements. Arsinoe had Fondnefs e- 
nough for him to oblige her to an endea- 
vour to attrad all his Moments ; but in 
fpite of all ihe could do, his Heart could 
hot difentangle itfclf from that Snare, which 
the Charms of Attalinda had fpread a- 
bout it. The unknown Lady alfo, who had 
writ fo obliging a Letter to him, fometimes 
came in for a part in his divided Senti- 
ments; Love of the one, and Curioiity to 
difcover the other, took up fo much of 
his Thoughts, that it was as much as all 
the Endearments of Arsinoe could boaft, 
to claim a fmall (hare in his Inclinations. 
He would have given almoft any thing he 
was mafter of, to have known who the 
Lady was^ whom he had made fuch an Im- 
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prellion oil; hat not all his Penetration 
could fcrvc him fo far^ and he wa$ as much 
to feck as cvcr,whcn he received a fecond Bil- 
let from her> which contained thefe Lines. 

To thejicrompiiJb'^dCLEOMEi^ES. 

> ■ 

HOW long will you fuflPer yourfelf 
xo be accused of Unkindnefs, or 
Stupidity i For to one of thefe two muft 
be afcrib'd your refuluig that Return my 
Faflion hoped.— ^Biit perhaps you arc 
nbt yet iiifenfible on whom your Charms 
have wrought this EfFeft, and, find nothing 
in mc which can induce you to more 
than Companion for the LanguiflimentS 
you have caus'd. *> » ■ 'Iwifli to Heaven 
I knew the -happy Beaujty for whom you 
arc ungrateful to all others ; if worthy of 
yourLove, I might endure my Fate with lefs 
regret >i.butif td the faint and proftituted 
Graces jof Arsinoe I owe the Mifery of 
hopelefs Tendernefs, 1 muft confcfs that 
I am not. able to fupport the Shock.—— 
I beg, therefore, that you will gratify mc 
in one Requeft ; which is, that if that 
Creature be not the Miftrefs of your Af- 
fcftions, you will come into the Draw- 
ing-room to-morrow with a white Fea- 
ther in your Hat, inftead of a crimfon 
one, which you have been accuftonVd to 
wears but if flie be, which, alas! I too 

U * much 






y^ 



/ 

( 2go ) 
^ much fe^ar^ make no altera ion in yoir 
* Drefs^ — .^ , ' ■ T hisi» if you oblige mc ia, 
? I will not fail to requite by fomc Favour 
'or other, which (hall be adequate ta the 
' Obligation.—- Farewcl ! I wifli you were 
' left lovely, or I more worthy of attraft- 
.* ing your kind Wifties/ 

K > 

Yours, Tenderly Devoted. 

At ftght of the Han4 which h« perfed^ 
iy knew ag^in, he hoped this was anEciair- 
ciflcment of what he ib mach dcfired to 
know J but perceiving that this Cynthia 
iftill concealed herCclf behind, a Clcmd, he 
was more unedfy and difcoatented than be- 
fore. He. c^d; not foil, however, ta oblige 
ber in the B.equeft fhe had naade Imn, and 
appear'd the njcxt day drefe'd after the richeft 
^nd moft becoming maxmer he coald in- 
vent, and a iRilk-whitc Feather in; his Hat. 
— — ^ There was % great Court that day j 
but among all (he Ladies who we're tbne, 
tho' he look'd; ia the Faces, of .them all, 
wit^i Eyes the oaaft enquiring, that coold 
be, he faw nqthing in any of them which 
couid give him any light inta the Truth. 
M he w£ts ia a. deep Cogiration on. this 
Aff^r, Attai*inpa came ta th« place 
where he wais ftanding 5 and giving him a lit- 
tle rap on the Arm, You feera, fiiidfbe, an- 
other Man, mcthink?, to-day, Ci-iomenbs ! 
• Pray 
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Pray- tcr wbiit fifuf Lady's E^cs do wc ofurc 
the Akd^fon of your GOflcjtars, and yout 
HuiKOiirr 'I^<i Words prcicccding from. 
a Mbutfi 1(4^kii had fo much; charm'd him, 
tMdk hini ikm^ediately refame his for- 
nfc* VM'gtff;: an* kxjfciiig ori her with the 
moft^rid^ 'Afr, The Cha'ngtf of my Co- 
l6ai?s, lil'adaJtri, anfoKfd hty is not a Symp- 
tdi» <j/i ffi« Attttation of my Heart,, whicb 
rmtt wi^'ftAlteit of a true Faffion; but 
fof bn^ ©ISJ'cft nor ncvdr rth dcfccnd be- 
nfeath ^^totteas Flatac with which atfirft 
it '(t'asin^redl- Few yitn, faid fbty fpeak 
with this- ^Jtotftfr of" art ibCcnt Mitoefs j 
aftd by ^ou"? <Jitf6^ting yotirftJf in this man- 
nsty I ^«>M36!^lr^ imagine I am of the ac- 
qualrti^nfed' df tftfe happy Eady,-^^-^If fo, 
maide nd'fcrtlj^c-^ reveal who flie is, I 
affurc yotf lelfcA be i. faithful Confidante. 
She-iis'irt^edf'of your -acquaintance, replfd 
he'y\'ii& t ata« confidcttt will aft in every 
tWiSg aodordiBi^ to your Dcfircs : — — r But 
before- 1 frifiiiiie to name her to you, I 
mujflr- eh^tfc^'youii ?ronii{fe to plead* my 
Caufc 'vktW the utmdft Eloquence, ah* all 

tlic A*gUi^tttfs of prevailmg Love. Tell 

ho^ INlttVc; Her more riiian Words cart 
fpcatt-^--^^tftat all my Nights and Days arip 
tafc«n-up-ln Cbntcmplation on her Charms 
that' I have no Wifh but what is hcr's. ' 
She forms my Dreams, and renders all ^ 
my waking Moments happy, or curs'd, ac- 

U 2 . cording 
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coriing as Ihc fxnilcs or frowns.— -TcU 
her, that for a long Ag€ of Days I thus 
have languifli'd 5 and tho' I ncytt yet have 
dar'd to reveal my Pailion, it has taken too. 
deep a root ever to be remov'd, or banifh'd 
from my Soul. The Face of Attalinda. 
was fometimes cover d wkh a fcarlet Blufh^ 
at others^ with a livid Palenefs while he was 
fpeaking : which he obferv^ngy inte;rpreted 
not to his difad vantage, and in fpite of all 
he had been told of her Paffion for Phi- 
LARCHUs, from that momeni: conceived a 
hope of being able to fupplant him. Well, 
/aid Jbcy with a Countenance in which Joy 
and Fear were vifibly painted^ when I 
know to whom I fhould addieis thefe Dif- 
courfes, I will not omit any thing which 
may promife you Succeis : and, indeed, I 
think aPaflion fuch as youdefcribe, join'd 
with your other. Merits, may almoft ailure 
you of it. Thefe Expreflions, and the Air 
with which they were pronounced, was a 
fufficient Encouragement for him to declare 
what he had tilLpipw, but with the utmoft 
Pain, conceard. He prefently told her it 
was no other than herfelf, and demanded 
the performance of her Promife % on which 
flie look'd a little grave : But tho* flie drew 
her Features iptp an Air of the moft re- 
fervedncfs (he could aflume, yet he cafily 
faw {he was not in the leaft offended at 
what he had faid. This is ftrange Difcourfc, 

refumed 
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rejkmedfbej from one who I know profcfles 
himfeif the Lover of Arsinoe. The nioft 
modcft Virgin, when attacked with thcprb^ 
faneft Impudence, could not appear with 
greater Confuiibn, than did Cleomenes 
at the Name of Arsinoe 5 he could not 
have imagined that a Lady who was' fo fc- 
vere on the Failings of others, would'hcf^' 
felf exj^ofe her own, nor was there aiiv 
probaWlity AtTALiNDA could have this In^ 
formation froria any other hand : But f c-r 
covering himfeif as well as he. could, he 
thought k better to relate' ihe Truth of 
every thing, which he did exadly, tho' in 
a fefliion as favourable as he could for Ar- 
sinoe. There is not one tittle of this Ad^ 
vttitxitty faid p>e^ as foon as hi 

had done JpeMtng^ but what I have heard ; 
with this addition to it, that you had with 
a great deal of Wit and Ill-nature ridicurd 
my want of Beauty, and fpoke things fd 
greatly to rny difadvantage, that I rhuft 
confefslhad riot fo ill an opinion of- my- 
felf, as to believe ■ I pretend not to 

Beauty, yet know I am not ugly r" '- ■ ' >^ ^ 
My Humour is not the moft entertaining 
in the W€>rid> neither is it difagrccabk 5 nor 
am I quite a Fool, or have a (linking Breatfhi 
or a thoufand other impcirfeaions, wMcK 
I am told you branded me with; - 

CLEOMEiiES had fcarce: Patience to hear 
het talk in- this m'ann^i:, \i^itho'ut iiitttrup-^ 

V i tiijg J 
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ting J bat finfiipg (he • |(5p?R»^r ROfVIP giv« 
credit to fo pjfwsl ?n ArperfiOR* ^ wa? 
f ^c more ca/ily fttifify'fl ; h(Ut whp\ h^ per^ 
fciy'd ihe had ic^e, he ;nt^i^^ l^^f to let 
Jiiijj know jjy vhpm he b«i::tH5^i> fi» bar- 
^^fpijifly wrpp&'<*' A Yery jittJiQ pffrftafioa 

fc^'d to prpyajyi pn her, *P :tf il jbim it WW 
{rom Arsinoe .(he had hi^fgi thf jC^hv^c* 
ter he hgd giv^n of her; \|^bi^h fifuaged 
him -to that vi<?iJ^nf dcgnoei .tjiat- he.piada 

iH» fcrople of Ifjtjpg heir li»©w fhjft I^y 

Yi^d tum'4 hier 9W.n Wprdsippon hvpa. 

All this Pi(coiwf§ h*ppefli9g i?i the Pic- 
fent;c:ChaRit??l, iihey h<^4 JW> ppppftimi^ 
to give eacfe Other thcwfc X^ftipiflnw* Pf 
tl^eir nmtual Apgrpbatipa, vb¥^^th wih 
equal Adou? Iqa^'d for 5 tw\t\AT^T;^i4WR* 
SWOB *»N fefffliiTion: to ^Ifil Jiqr aIo «b« 
pvcpi!;»g, (he prder'd thingp fe .agj»i|i(|b» 
coining, that he found np Oi^0<^l$s ;^ in^r 
p^d^ his Wifhep. : . ;: 

Jn fiae, hf . obtm'4.of hei the Jpy he fo long 
had. ^gguilh'd io? 1 and in th?.- Tt^njfport? 
pf iHfir niutual Indearmepf §, (her ^OQiefs'd 
that it was ftpip hof h« h^ir^c^ved thpft 
tWP Lfttcys, vhif h .b4d giyen him fft miKsH 
difquiet, yffUW. ignorant pf |hfl Author. \ 
aiw^ys likfd. ;/¥^ /fe^i ^nd^.had ao Affec- 
fipfOi ^r your ?§;6>n5 ^ wfefsmyptt, <»m^ 
to vifit ipe wiiih MA«AREfl». ^» Qjorc 

^h^cmf d wJteh ymt Wit ^; jR^aviour. 

"'. the 
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tbe Cbnftdafitd 6f what h^ j^A'd betwt^tl 
jrou, And the Safcnefs of MA2Ak£s ih hiv^ 

ing betray'd hct to you. ^ ^ I was nol 

without fomeEnvy> when I hc&rd her (^ik 
With how much Raptute you ^eturn'd th^ 
Cond^rcehn^Mis made yoo, but could not 
believe {he hid Charmis capable of (ecu^ 
ting your Heart for ever :- And when (he 
told me that you had pafs'd fome Cenfurei 
on me, whidi I was confcio^s I did not 
merit, I was fo far from giving tredit to 
what (he faid, that I imagined you had men^- 
tion'd me but with too much regard for 
her Repofe j and to prevent me from hav- 
ing the (ame Sentiments, had invented that 
heap of Abfurdities > ■ In order, tiicre- 
fore, to be upon the fquare with her, 1 
writ to you. The Succefs has anfwer'd my ' 
utmoft Wiflies, and if you can rcfolvc to 
be conftant, think myfelf the moft fortunate 
of my Sex, in having engaged you. 

'Tis not to be fuppos'd that thete Wai 
any Deficiency of Oaths or Vows, to make 
her fecure of his eternal Faith 5 and (he was 
Wotnan, eafily deluded Woman, and gave 
credit to all the Affeverations he made, 
fieing now poflefs'd of all the Intimacies 
hewifli'd;, he took the libertj^ of complain^ 
ing thai he had ftill a fear, that her Hearf 
was not fo wholly his, as the Ardency of 
hA& Affe&i&ti midc hiiti- ^^re) and then 
l^lat^dj^ tho^ not in t^rfns whidi fbe c6uld 

U ^ be 
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|>e offended At> wj^at he had been told con- 
ccrning Phu^archus. Attalinda was 
pcrfe^ly free from $11 HypocriTy^ and frank- 
ly confefs'd th^t fhe once had been poflefs'd 
of the moft tender Sentiments, in favour 
of that young. Gentleman $ but that his In«^ 
gratitude had , CQ|:irely erafed them> (he hav- 
ing difcovere^ that, in fpite of a thoufand 
Obligations he bad to. her, he made the 
moft. folemn Froteftations of AffeOion to 
a niean Creature, inferiour to her in every 
Circumftance. 

Cleomenes lov'd her' not the Icfs for 
the Freedom with which fhe acknowledg'd 
the Folly of bcir former Fondnefsj and 
thinking himfelf perfedly happy in that 
fhe. now teftified for him, nothing could 
be more felicitous, than the Moments they 
pafs'd together. The Good-nature and In- 
dolence of the Husband gave them frequent 
opportunities of feeing each other, in as 
private a manner as either of them could 
wifli: Attai^inda defir'd no other Proof 
pf his AffcQ:ion, than that he would entire- 
ly quit the Society of Ar^inoe, which he 
a^fcprdingly did : J>[pr found he much Re- 
Judance in his compliance with that Re* 
queft. AH naturally defpife what comes 
with too mui^h eafe.i and that very Con- 
fideration fljQuid have made Attalinda, 
h^d fhe not bee/i of a Difpoiition too gay 
tp be capable of any folid Rejgiedionj trem- 
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ble at her own Fate, and remember that 
nothing can be more truc,.than thofc Worcis 
of the Foct^ which thus reminds that eafjr 
Sex to be cautious in what manner they 
beAow their Favours : 

All naturally fiy what doespurjue i 
'Tis fit Men fiould be coy, when Womm 
woo, . 



the End of the Fifth Tart. 
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PART VI. andLaft. 



S T was not the Charms of Olim- 
r^a PiA, or any other Woman, could 
1 make Marmillio negkaful of 
what he owed his Prince ; he law 
him torn with the fevcreft Anguifh, for the 
cxpcftcd departure of his dear Miftrcfs ; he 
found alfo in tha^ Lady a Defpair which 
nothing could furmount, and kept his Brain 
on a continual tack, for feme Stratagem to 
prevent the Misfortune which both equally 

dreaded. But all his Invention now 

was at a lofs ) the Ptincefs, whofc Com- 
mands iiotte had the power to awe Adras- 
Tus into fllence, had given him h« Pro- 
mife, that Ismonda fhould go with him : 
and tho' that fubtile Woman omitted no- 
thing which (he thought might prevail on 
her, to tetrad what flic had faid, yet Hy- 
ANTHE, continued firm in her Rcfolution ; 
and the cxceffivc Uneafinefs which the other 
exprcis'd.- at the thoughts of returning to 
her 
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her native Coufttry, to het Kindred, and 
^irb a Husbandj who had ever been moft 
teftder of her, ftt loJg^h. made every body 
im^in^ ther^ was fontiethitig more in this 
Relu^an<;e, thaa . flic made ftiow of, and 
occalion'd a ftriQ:er Scrutiny into her Be- 
baviour t\^m ufiiaL The Prince for that 
reafon was now obliged to refrain from 
feeing her, unleis in publick 5 and when- 
ever they kf^^ ^ny thing to communicate 
10 each pther, HA^uihhio was thePerfon 
who conveyed the Letters and Meflages. 
Nothing, however, being concluded on to 
iftop the impending Evil, and the time pre- 
fixed for the departure of Adrastus ar- 
rived, there jfcmain'd no other Expedient, 
thaii that I$mqnp^a fhould openly refufe 
accotppanying him, under the pretence, that 
having jealosy Notions in his Head, (he ap-' 
prehended foxne ill-ufage from him. This 
was an excufe which pafs'd current but 
with a very few, becaufe Anatolia being 
the pla<:e of .her Nativity, and where (he 
hif) many great and powerful Relations, 
to whom fhe might apply in cafe of his 
Unklndnefs, iaer Caufes of ^car appeared to 
biitVe no leal Foundation. And nothing 
was now more publickly talk'd of, than 
that it waa. more her Averiion for Adras^ 
TVS, than Love for Hyanthe, which would 
iK>t; fuflfer.her to leave the Court of Cara^ 
P?»i#. The Eyes of that Princcfs alfo being 

OPW 
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now partly opcn^ as to the Artifices of 
that fair Hypocrite, (he talk'4 to her in a 
manner, which convinced her fhc no 
longer thought herfelf obliged by herftay. 
How great a Vexation this was to a Wo- 
man, who priz'd her Reputation above all 
things, excqptihg her Paffion, any one may 
judge. She gave herfelf up to the moft 
terrible Reflections, fhe wept incefTantly 
when in private, and could not fo far re- 
firain herfelf in {)ublick, but that it wa$ 
cafy for any one who Ciwhety to perceive 
the trouble ihe was in. Nor did Theo- 
dore think himfelf lefs unhappy, or had 
more the power of concealing his Chagrin i 
«nd their mutual Difcontent was fo appa- 
rent, that fearce any Perfon about Court, 
but thought as much* as Aridanor kfmv 
of the Misfortune of Adrastus. 

> 

Marmillio, who was perfeftly acquaint- 
ed with what was faid, endeavoured to ftiflc 
fiich Conjefliu^es, but in vain 5 every one 
whifper'd it about, and th^ Elindnefs of 
the Princefs, and the Ingratitude of her 
Woman, became at once the Theme of 
both Pity and Deteftation^ Ismonda, howr 
ever, having long fince - abandoned Virtue, 
was now preparing herfelf to oppofc Shame 5 
and fincc Love 'and Glory in her Circutri- 
ftanccs were grown things incompatible, to 
preferve the one, chofe to renounce the o- 
ther y and ^ laii: brpught her afl!urance to 

fo 



fo high a pitch, as to tell the Princcfs, that 
if (he difcharg'd her from het Service, 
it was a Misfbrtune, which to bf ar fhe 
muft ftudy^ Patience, but nothing but be- 
ing baiiiih'd from Caramania fhould oblige 
her to quit it 'Nor even then, would 

it be to Anatolia (he would repair. Your 
Highnefi, faid Jhe refolutefyy has power to 
drive me from a place where you are So* 
vercign, but not to confine me to the Houfc' 
of a Husband, whofe ill Treatment has ren-'^ 
der'd odious to me all places where he is,- 
and from .whofe miftaken Jealoufy I have ^ 
reafon to apprehend the mod terrible Con- • 
fcquences. : The Prince, in whofe prefence 
(he utter'd this, imagined he might now add ^ 
fomcthing in her favour, without feemin^ 
to do fo out of any other Motive, than 
pity for her Misfortunes, and that Com^ 
plaifance which might be expcdcd from* 
him to a Woman of her Quality. The Se- 
crets of Marriage, Madam, faid^ he to the 
Trincefsy are only known to Perfohs united 
in thofe Bonds, nor are any others a fit 
Judge of the Caufes of domeftick Diffe- 
rences. Pardon me, therefore, if I think 
'twould be ah Ad of Cruelty to abandon 
a Lady in her Extremity, who depends a- 
lonc on you for Proteftioh, and what I am 
certain your Goodnefs will hereafter regret, 
when you fhall hear, as probably you may, 
that this Adrastus, whom you think fo 
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)aft> (hall make no other uDe.oC your diP 
charging from your Service bis Wife, than 
to revenge hiaJkfelf on her for an imagined 
Wrong. ' ■ ' Jcaloufy is. a Paffion the 
moft terrible> and leaft capablt df forgiving 
of any, foe which the Sooi £nds room i 
and I entreaty in favour of tbi!» affirmed Bcau^ 
ty> that you will not fend* hcjr from 700, 
at a time when her only Afyhmi is here. 
Confider, Madam I €on$imted be-y. more fine- 
fmtmflfy (he had rK>t quitted jdhutto&a^ but 
for the duiiliuL Regard and Love ibc hare 
H^ANTHB ; not bisdr Ai>&ASTUs>Notk>ns to 
her preju^CA but lor trhe hmg ab&nce 
which thoiic Mi^Wes ocaafiodU : Shall yoa 
then, yon, foit whofe fake fhe Has inomred 
hi3 Difpleafure, abandon heir' ta the EfFedi 
of it ? ■■ » Q! let it nevm be.faid a So- 
vereign has fo ill requited thb Paith and Zeal 
of aSubieOr, . 

Tis certain, that at the faegianing:o£ this 
Difcourfe he defign'd not to piiiiirfue it io^ 
far § but ha2\^ing once opea'd hisiMouth, to 
plead a CauTe in; which he Was £b deeply 
intercfted,. he could not fo fiir be nufter of 
hunfclf,! a$< to Gonclude ^uft trhcn it was 
confident with Prudence; ' The Ptiaccfe 
look'd oa Imn with a fiw'd rcgardj all the. 
tUne he wa^ fpeaking ^ and as (he. wanted 
not Penetration, tho' for x long, time de- 
cdved by hef own Virtue into a Belief of 
others, now faw what flic> of all the worlds 

was 
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was laft convinc'd of. But as (he was Mit 
trcfs of great Wifdom, Conduft, and Pre- 
fence of Mind, (he in a moment rccollcft- 
ed what would bcft become her to do 5 arid 
after taking a very little time for confidc- 
fation, anfwcr'cf 'hini in this manner: Nc- 
vet (ball it be faid^ that a Wife, who boafts 
W know the Ekity of that State, prcfumed 
to contradift heir Husband*s Will. Ismoi^- 
DA, Sir, (hall ftill cohtinue in: Caramania j 
bu€ remember, ' that the only Incitement to 
my Grant, is my Obedience. 

Her Heart %di mxw too foil to utter 
mbpc, arid retired that moment with pirc- 
cipitation inte^ her Clofet ^ Where (he (hut 
herfelf up, ah^ gave a loofe to the oyer- 
bottirig Paflioris of her ttronbled Soul. She 
now found that the hope^ (he had long- 
flatter'd hetfelf with, of being Miftrefe of 
the AfFe£tk)hs of Theoidore, were but in 
vain 5 and that while fhc imagin'd (he had 
the moft faithfiil Friend in Ismonda, (he 
had been chcfrifliing a Viper to fting her inr 
the moft tcitder Part.* It wias with an rn--^ 
finity of Ten<Jertte(s (he regarded herHiif- 
band, and was asicnfible. as Woman coul4' 
be, of the wrong he had done her Love" 
andr Virtue 5 yet did (he entertain no thoughts*' 
of revenging it in the mariricr fome Wives 
would do, nor vented her Dilcontent in' 
Revilings, and Exclamations, as it is ordi- 
nary for Women to do on thofe occafions. 

To 
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To Heaven aidnc did (he complain^ ancl 
from the divine Powers entreated either a 
Mitigation of her Misfortunes, ^ or Patience 
to endure them. And indeed it mud 

be confefs'd, that never Wife was an £x* 
ample of greater Resignation^ Fortitude, and 
Moderation. She confider'd, that to fly in- 
to Paffion, would but render her Condi- 
tion worfe, by expoftng to the World her 
Husband's Weaknefs, and her want of that 
Power (he ought to have over him 5 that 
Pity was but a po6r Relief for a Misfor-. 
tune inch as her's, yet that was all (he 
could exped by revealing it $ aqd that to 
accufe the Prince with any terms of Wraths 
would but provoke him to avow his Crime 
to her face, and by that means lay her. 
under the neceflity either of coming to an o* 
pen Rupture with him, or, by brooking fuch 
a Contempt tamely, tcftify a meannef$ of 
Spirit, which was not in her nature. She 
chofc therefote not to feem to know what, 
a.cknowledging to know, (he muft refent> 
but had not the power of redreiling. 

Would all Wives take this method, there 
would not ib many of them become hater, 
ful to their Husbands, and defpicable in the 
eyes of their Acquaintance, who, for the 
moft part, more fcorn th^nfity their want , 
of Charms. Never was any Heart lefs ca- 
pable of Hypocrify, than that of Hyan- 
THE i and tho' her Prudence made her re- 

folve. 
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folvcy' neither »by het Words pif Adions, to 
give ^tbc Rince room to imagihe file had 
.the leaft jealous Thought, yet could (he 
,not at.alf times fo well difguife the Truth, 
:but that he difcovcr^d it : and if this Con- 
.daft 'did not' make him love, it caufcd in 
inm the cwf cmeft Veficratici^n and Eftccm 
,for hci:. And (fie finding; 'him increafe^in 
the . Refpt^ • he paid her> more eafily cn^ 
<iuredijhrs wailtofLb>(^ey hoping that ilfo 
•would enfu'd/ and-flfat'^h'en fatiated with 
.thie: .PojffeffifOtt of- unlicensed Charrhs, he 
imigfat'atMaft retuirn'to thofe ^hich had a 
juft Claim to his Reg'atdV and by his' future 
T^ndernefe^l^pay the" t<30 iong neglefted 
Mciritsr ofr^iTaifering'Wift. • But in -what 
terms 'isat^poffible to defcribe in any man- 
her; which' 'can gi^e She Reader a ;utt No- 
tioni 6f ity ihe ' Diftiaftion of AokAstus, 
when he foiuiid *hidifdt^ by this means dit 
appointed of feve»eirig* the Injury he too 
well I knew was doii^ Mm -by this ungrate- 
ful Wife.' He madt bis 'Complaint, to all 
to whom he Ipoke,' of the Injuftice done 
him> in detainittg ftom him the Woman, 
whom by .all thc'La^s of Heaven and 
Earth was his, eng^iged the whole Body of 
the reverend \Mag'^ to urge the Princefs in 
his behalf 5 but all being unfuccefsful, fcarcc 
could he refrain from uttering all he knew, 
and expofing theGuilt of Theodore, which; 
he imaginU was yet a Secret to Hyanthe : 
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yet in rpite of tbo tqpap<fti«Mis Pai&on 
which invaded hin^ and like an Banh 
quake (hook hi» tormented Soul, ta 
true was his Affeffciofi foi his Sovcre%n> 
that he forhc^e^ patofol as. the Rcftraint 
was to hini^ uttering the li»A Syllahld, 
which might occafion a fufptctous Though 
to the prejudice of his Dat^ter's Repc^c. 
Aridanor and Ci^tAiicHUS were the only 
Ferfons to whom h^ diTeofus'd with firee- 
dom of his Misfortune : and the former of 
thefe was now invoh^d io Vexations, which 
left hun little the power of liftenins to 
thofe of other People. 

The Intrigue between hun and Zeulnoui 
had now l^ed a considerable time for Fer- 
fons cKf their gay Tenf^per i the Condefcenp 
jdons (he had made hin^ and the Suhpnif- 
iion (he had teftify'd oa the &Qte of fii.A^ 
^lJ^y howex^er, making him imagine flie 
felt really for hini what might be called a 
true Aifeftion^ m^€ him endeavonr to be 
as grateful asi pqifible: and tho" nothing 
could be a Task n^e fevece thaa that be 
impos'4 on himfeif in this behaviour, ho 
exerted all the JM^» about him to diffiun^ 
ble a Tenderne(s for her, equal to that (he 
bad fccm'd to h^ve for him : but how ea(y 
is it for thofe who are at all acquainted with 
the Fa(fion> to diftinguidi the true Ardours 
fro^ the counterfeit I She plainly faw that 
he would find nothing Icfs difficulty than 
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to f att jfi^iii he^ if he could find a hand- 
fome pretence for it s which IndifFcrcncc> 
jmn'd to ^ the inceflant Importunities of a 
new Adorer^ made her become as negli* 
gent In her Endearments, as of late (he 
bad per^eiv'd he was. And one Evenings 
perceiving he catfie not at the appointed 
Hottr> (he gave admittance to her new Bn- 
amoratoj and to prevent any Interruption 
isi the Eatertaiiiment fhe was now reiolv'd 
to permit him to give her^ writ to A rid a* 
MOR a Billet;^ containing thefe Lines. 

T^ the Immftant AridAnor. 

'TTTHEN I ft) readily forgave your 
' VV I^t^'igut with Elaria^ it was not 
' that I loWl too little, but tbo much ; ill 

* therefore does your IhdiflTerence rtpay fo 
^ true a Paffion, and worfb would it be- 
^ come me to receive the Carefies of a Man;^ 

* who, by the faintncfi of them, denotes 
^ he is no longer influenced by Incliiittion. 

€ ^ F^j Heaven's fake then throw off 

< this forc'd Ck^mplaifance ! I have now 
^ brought myfelf to a Di(]^tion to en« 
^ dure your abfence without complainings 
^ and as I ^m perfedliy acquainted with the 
^ Change in your Sentiments, (hall make 
' no fcruple to declare mine, and aiTurc 

* you that it is my delire we (hould meet 
^ no more as Lovers, and that you Ihould, 
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* but as a Dreanij. rexncmber ^hat has fi0^ 
'between You and 

: Her new Admirer being in the Room 
■whUc (he ftep'd into her Cloff t to write this, 
file was in fp much hafte to return to him, 
that Ihe entirely . forgot to order the Page, 
by whom (he fei|t it, to give it into no other 
H^nd than that of Arid anor himfelfs 
wl^^ being at that time from home;, the in- 
advertent Bay delivered it to his Gentleman^ 
with whom, however, it had been fuffici- 
ently fecurc, had not Barsjna unluckily 
crofs'd the Hall the moment of its being 
brought* The fight of the Page, the know- 
ledge of his Lady's Humour, and the Obfer-* 
vation (he had made on the frequent Vifits 
which her Lord had for fome time made 
there, gave her a fort of jealous Curiofity 
to know the Contents of this Letter, The 
Emiflary o£ ^^elii^da was therefore no 
fooner put of the Houfe, than flie com- 
5gian^ed the ofh^r to give it her, which he 
endeavouring to evade, increased her SuC- 
picion, and her Rcfolution to become Mi-^ 
lirefs of it. .^ridanor, /aid fbe^ has na 
Secrets to which I am a Stranger, nor will 
he condemn you for entrufting in my hands 
any Paper direded for him : but to remove 
whatever. Fears your Duty may fuggeft on 
this ^ccafion, L give you my Honour not' 
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to Open it*-i*'*^tte Seal/ tiltcbrok^ by Kim,^ 
flrall remaiii umouch'd; and Jt is only with 
spdei^o bir>^k Utrk innocent Raillery, that I 
defire torbc the bearer of it myfelf. The 
Gentleman, iwho knew, the ftxf^Gt Agree- 
ment between them, and beftdc cdu'd not 
imagine that- if therfe were any Affair im-- 
j^per to be tomminticatdd to her, Zx- 
JLINDA would have taken fb little Care in 
the delivering it, made no farther hpfltation 
«o obeyJier. She retire immediately with' 
it in her Hand, but* being a Woman nicely 
pundual to hicr Word, would ^ hot venture 
to braakit- open; but laying it carefully up 
in her Cibiinet, tefolv'd to. proceed in fuch a 
mainner, as ihould fully inform her of the 
Contents, wwhottt running tht hazard of in- 
curring the EXifpleafufe of^herLord, or for- 
fiditing her Promife'to hfe Gentleman. ' She 
was hdweveir in the utmoft lineafmefs till 
ARiDAHott came in 5 ftie. Ibng'd to becon- 
Xinc'd of thaiv which Ihe Imt too much 
ftiar'd, whto know'u, would be far ^ from 
reftoring lier. • t6 that Tranquillity (he was 
us'd fo cn|by : yet fo terrible to be bcerne ^re 
perturbations^ of Siifpencc, ' - that • whoever 
labours under them, wduld By to the meft 
ftabbing jtcrtaifaty for change ©f . Torriiehr. 

At length :hk came,, and flie no.foone»i 
faw his Cliariot enter; the^Cpurt-yard, from* 
a Windaw.where fhe. fat on^purpofe toob-; 
fcrve, thanfhe fent to dcfirc he would dira^ 
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to her iftibtmly' : wiiich f facioeft Hdxnf, ta^ 
mcdi2H:ely comply^cl vrlth^ Ak; filttucd iunt 
in thefe Terms } My tad^ fdid^y \z. 
tetter dircftcd f<» 3?ou> has^fialteh/;i>y ac^i 
cid(nt» intomyh»nd»$ bUtjds/I,Jaiafvc:fac$a 
fo honourable ilo( to opcait^i/faopfcyctt 
arc too gcncroas not tcicoftomnicsttct 
iKe Contents of it to me^ tho nnrincr o^ 
its being brought having fiird mq/\irtth a 
GurioTity, which I am the Jcfs afbatn'd t«i 
confefs, becaufe it ii the firft time I iever was 
guUty of it. Thefc Words, tand the fighii 
of the Hand, covw'd the wJntohe Bact: o£ 
Aridanor with a fcarlc^ fijofhij . acVcr> 
before, had he exjrarienc'd fupbalHkmma^ 
he knew not bow cither tojn^dei. or cqoh 
ply with her entreaty i and haviir; ^flood £qd 
ibme moments fHent> and in •.a.Foftiirc 
which heightened hicr Safpkiofis,.:.^ Iaft» 
Madaxn, fiuihc^ imt not wifhntjjime bs^ 
jitatitm in his Vgia^ thisLei*a->^tfao.dic^-L 

ed forme, is intended for aoQthier^tlbnr 
and I cannot, without the ntmofti injjLiftice 
to thoie who have introfted me^ inake even 
you a partner iaMhc Secret. . O i&CKLinoft: 
fcrtiJe inlnventioi^ andpradisM inDccdt^ 
crfd fbfj mnablk tt^ csntahk.tkts ^aagr 
which yealoufj^ .^fuw fbot timtigh every 
aching Fibre ^f herHiMt^ lex^e^faed fomc 
fiich mean Squivocadon ftom . a Guilt like 
thine.'' — ^Many however ioapefious, lord<*^ 
3y> ^d unforgiving when in poiK^r> is eves 
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ftwnlAg, {^ai£lil> aiid poor in Spirit/ when 
<leto6lioks ttetur^ and ftrctches out her iin- 
COrtttpttdHand to draw from ofF*hi$ Crime 
the Vail which has obfcured it. ^—Un- 
graceful Lord ! pwrjuedps^^ Is it to the Lo- 
ver of ZeliKda I have prcfcrv'd myfclf fo 
true a Wife !-- — ^Is it thus, that Virtue, 

Truth, and T? ndcrncfs tnuft be repaid ! 

O COi^d t fl5 edUy throw off thofe Princi* 
pies in which my Yodth was bred, forget, 
like thee,\ til ffenfe of Honour and of 
Shame, how inight I make thee tremble at 
lay Hev^nge ?— In fpite of thy Indiffc^ 
tence^ I sttri ftill thy Wife, and by that Title, 
am impower'd, when e'er I pleafe, to load 
thee with Di%race, great as the Indignity 
chott h^ dffer'd mc-^^^But well, alas ! 
thoa knowi^, I too much fear the Gods, 
jind prize tfiy 6wn unipotted Purity, to re- 
taliate ill ktiid ihe wrong thou haft done me, 
*~— Go on then, itn infccurity, and laugh 
dt my Reproaches j but think not that high 
lieaven will always fufiBer thee to triumph 
Over the iacred Laws, and abufe the Virtue 
ti an enduring Wife. 

In flHs manner did (he continue, venting 
Ihe lempeftuOtis Pailions of her Soul, for 
a conflderaUe time, without his offering 
one Word of Interruption ; but at length, 
that Tenderne^ which had at firft engaged 
himt to marry her, and had never fincc for- 
iock his l^tz% gave way to the natural 
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vehemence and Jlmpat|c^ce of rbis Tetnpicn 
— r-Hc now. ccas'd ;ojc -to ^ 4f r»y ,. or;:tQ ex? 
cufe his Crime-; ^andxelling hw, Tbat-what- 
ever faults the ^ea^s, qf, Yowsh inightliaVc 
made him guilty of/ it c^gbtjAOt? %p h^:z 
Perfori who h^d To wf 11 p^ofite^ by the^Fcily 
of his amorous Inclipajion thatlhpuW .wpr 
braid liim with it, flitfig put pf J^he Chairv 
ber, Ipaving^er^ lyJhj^R ^i|g<;.ji J«tlc{ j^batcd, 
and gave room for cfipl K^&fi^if^, so xt- 
pent that Ihe £p far Ijad urg'd l^jpi. , -^ ^ . v 

When Ak-Jdanor h?d cnf>^^..f cf pyer'd 
himf(?irfrQm i;hat fqdd<rn difcml^iVfeich h^ 
late Rage had involy'd him in; ^eic^thc 
Letter which had beqr\ the Capfc pf it s .he 
would have thank'd ZBUNDAfior^difchgtg- 
ing him from his Attendances h^d;{he donet 
it in any other Jiaanner : Jjuc th]i5.jg\pj;tfdcw:c 
pf her Condu^, in exp9fing vtj^th /hf rfelf 
^nd him, to <that very Pcrfoq,;]£rDnjL.;whpm 
of all the World fte IhquldiSi^ 
have gonceal'd fhcir Amour, made hipi now 
dcfpife and hate, whft,b^fpre|iehfd but a 
fniall fhare of efteem for. He blaipod his 
Wife alfo for the Terms in which flic had 
exprcfs'd her Refentment, much more than 
for the Refcntmenj itfelf ; but as he t/uly, 
lov'd her, he eafily abfoly'c| tucr this little 
Fault, which he Was fenfible ,w^a? more oc- 
cafion'd by the cxtrcnje Tendernefs fhc had 
for him, than by any thirig of . that w^;»^»/yb. 
'fride^ which, as frequently as Love^ ren-. 
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decs a Wife tenacious of hcf 'PfcrogativCj 
and jealous of her Right. * He Would not, 
howcvelr, fccm to forgive ^^Eat flic had fallj, 
rcfdlving to mafcc his own ufc df the op- 
»portuoity fhe had given hiri, tp' execute a 
Dc%n which he had for* foiiie'time beci^ 
forming, but could not till now bring tor 
pcrfcdion. - ^ * 

Almira began to fliow the Misfortune 
which hei: IhadVertcrit Phffibn '^had <iraVn 
oni 'her, in too-Yifible a manner for him 
not to feftr it would fooh betome fo to 
tfetf6 whole Wbrl'd 5 arid hayihg bf late no 
opportunity of fpeaking to IdoMeus con- 
cerning the: A^ffair, that • ydung Lord ab- 
fcnting himfelf front his Houfe, and ke^j)- 
ing for the moft part but of tdwh, he-hid^ 
for a long time been prodigibufly uncafy/ 
that (he did not make fonic pretehce to re- 
move 5 whkh perceiving (he madfe not the 
leaft Effort to do, he thought' he had now , 
a fit Excufo, on his Quarrel with her Sifter, 
to d?fire (he would quit his Houfe. He 
therefore refolv'd to keep up his Refent- 
ment 5 and- tho' Barsina, fenfible of the 
wrong ftep flie had taken, entreated, to be 
admitted, he flUJt'himfelf up, 'tefus'd to fec^ 
her, and feiiit her word, tliat if flie dcfir^d 
to expiate the Fault flie/had been guilty^ 
of, her beft way would be not to* remind 
him of it, by coming into his prefence, till 
he Ihould let her know he had forgiven it. . 
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But not bekig able long to counterfeit thii 
cn^cl Humour to a Woman fai« (o fuMtetdy 
lov*d a» Barsina, as v^ as be^aufe bi 
thou^t it ^1 time A^MiRA (hotild be 
gOne» he order'd his Page to omy a.Letter 
to her Chamber, which ^.^Qfttf^ed i^aUh 

tines. : ^- - 

« Ta Almira. 

^ \7^^ y :^. ^^ ig)»or#nt liiat no other 
V JL Motive, ;than tKc mo^pur^ AfFoD* 
^ tion to BAfisiwA, made ine become her 
^ HusbamU nof?, that the Love, I bote im 
^ made cvcty^tbj^g which vfos dear to her 
^ efteem'd by qie. As a ^ifter^ you have 
* been created by iqq with a Brother's Ten* 
^ dernefs j b^^ as the Circamftances in wlttcli 
^ we once ftood have changed ^heir face; 
^ accufe it not as a Levity in tnc> that I 
^ deftre you to remove to fomd |^lace where 
^ you may rcfujle with more eafe^ thai^ you 
I can at preient in the Fsntly of tbt 

Eriicdntcnted 

AniDANQR^ 

5^.1?. ' the foaneryou pmvide yonrfelf, 
^ the better, becaufe here may liappen Rnp-^ 
^ ture^ wiU ho way pleafir you to be wit- 
^ nefs of. farewell every thing is liot what 
^ it feen^, nor I (o much unkind as this 
< EpifEle may make me appear in ydor £ftia- 
! gination/ Let 
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Let any one pot themfdves, if ImaginaT 
tion can ib far trtnfport them, one mo*^ 
ment into tke Condition of the unhapj)/ 
AxMiRA 1 anil diey may then/ but no others 
Wire> be able . to conceive /what 'twas ihc| 
endnrU \> She, ck)bbted not but the Secret 
of her Misfioitnnc va$ divu^'d^ and fnp^ 
pQs'd that oiiljr that was the occafton of 
thofe RnptDtes mention'd in the Poftfcript. 
ARiDANOR.had indeed coBtriv-d it with fo: 
much Ait> that ihe caigM believe it to be 
lb, yet na jMhor Perfcm to whom {he 
nlighi; happen to: (bow -ity -have fufpi- 
dott of tfic/ Tmth^t^- " * v What conld ftie 
now do f To whom oookt ihe have recoarfci 
for Advice I looMtua (he had not feen f6t 
fbmt days^ and (he gueis'd the jfeafon of 
his ai>fenQe; was :on acconnt of what had 
pais'd between tbem bdiig xtifcover'd. Her 
Sifier was in (b great a diforder, that (he 
deilr'd n6nc might come into her Cham- 
ber> and this affiled Beauty rraw look'd 
on that alfo as proceeding frofij the fanie 
Caufe : Believing hcrfclf therefore the oc-- 
cafion of the whole Difturbance which had 
happened in tJxc Famjilyy (he refolv'd to go 
out of it immediately^ andasnOne oftho(e 
to whom ihe im/agin'd her Shame was known 
demanded to fee her, had little Inclination 
to defire ir. Difttai^cd therefore with the 
various Ideals that ran that moment thro* 
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her whirling Brain, Ihc bid her Woman 
pftc;k up her. Clothes, ■ a Ad every thing- be- 
longing to her; in order to leave a tioule^ 
i^hich had been- fo fatial to'hqf ; ^ i L^t^ 
u$ ttialoe \x?&t^.fdid:jbe to^beryXo^ be gOA6. 
frpm tbi$ dcteftedplaccy^bisr Settle of Ruin/ 
Perjury > und Etouxit, 'a^id^*hcrfe* even Na>-> 
tare fail$ to take i&e jpart of one^ai^ho ought 
to be itioft^jdeac by BloodIan4'I]ttereft i eveiii 
^Ktji^mh'y that.ioh'ce . d^ar i Sifter^ that en-» 
gjag^ng.Fj'iojidviiKre £br£akcs^^ALMiRA, and 
drive; hjsr :QtitlKi Mifery arid Stome^ 'and-alL 
thC; Woes thati attchd hedpleft and betrayU 
Iijifp.Qcn5e>r! — r-r— Gods lofontifmed fhe, is 
the- F^lt i,Jvfev^€eflMnitted'of;that un- 
pardonable nature,! that aon* wilUvbuchfafc. 
attend tpiiei^ljnic!rn-^r-^If I *SaVa thrown a* 
Stain oij JJiy latnilyi landPthercby forfeited- 
my:Pr.^tfinfionfiiiio.the.FjflvefUF I might ex-i 
pcft froiKi a Sifter, ib. fevcrdy xirtuous, muft 
ARiB>Aif05t.too.iabandon'mc?' Muft he ex- 
pofc and thnift me. out to jhe wide pitilcis^' 
World ?-Tr-— *JHc, whomi had I facver fcffUy 
I had bebn happy, InoMcifs had. been then* 
af^ranget.to iny.EycSi noc had I flood in- 
need of Fficndftup, or A:ffilhncb! ? 
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Q Monftcr r Villain ! perfidious, urigratefor 
Idomeus ! addtd Pnei- after a little Vanfej* 
to what unfathomable Ddpth*0f. Wretched^: 
ncfs haft thouredticed mc \Tr. — tShc uttcrM 
thefe Words with too much Vehemence 
for them not to he obfery'd, by her Wo^ 

man 
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man and another Servanvwfap were then 
waiting in the Hbom. It was not, how- 
ever, their buiincfs to take'hotice they ob** 
fcrv'd any tiling farttiei: -rfian what Ihe had 
commanded i and 'tis poflible, tho' noc 
exceeding probable, according to the Di(^ 
pofition oif the greateft pairt of thofe of their 
Profcifion, that their Lady's Secret might 
have been fafe in their pofTeiliony had no^ 
thing el(c happened to betray it : Bat alas f 
the Diforders of this poor Lady's Mind 
wrought fo far on her Body, that the Ef- 
fed was prefently difcern'd in more than 

Words- ^cach Limb began to trembte 

with convulfive Stragglings, and every Netvc 
confefs'd an Agony before unknown. Iii 
fine, fhefell into that Condition, whictt 
thofe who arc moft experienced in it dread, 
but which in its firll tryal is fcarce to be 
fupported. ■ No lisng^r now had (he 

the power of retaining Senfe either of Shamef 
or Fear 5 Refentment too was ban ifh'd from 
her Breaft, and all the Wifti was left her, 
was to be eas'd by any Means, or PeiJfon: 
Her Woman prefently conceiving wharihcr 
Condition was, and fearing the 'Agonks 
flie faw her in, if riot inimcdiately relieved,' 
would be her death, ran. to! acquaint Bar- 
siNA with the News. At firfl: flie was^ de- 
ny'd admittance by the. Lady's Page, who 
waited in an outer Room; but her crying 
out that Almira was dying,and the Shrieks 

of 
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(^ that unhapj^y Creature by this tithe teach- 
ing the Ears of the whole Family^ her Si{^ 
ter open'd the Door^ to know the meanii^ 
of Co coofufed a Noife } which being whif- 
per'd to her by the Attendant of 
fhc accompany'd ber> almoft wild cWii 
nifhment and Grief, to her Chamber^ where 
Ihe indeed found her in a Condition fuch 
aa could leave no room to imagine it any 
other than really it was. Utterly impot 
jibJe is it to expreis the mingled Rage and 
Concern^ whidi at thife ObjdBt iavaded the 
whole Soul of the virtuous Barsiha : yet 
in this iunOmCf teftifying a more than or- 
dinary Frefence of Mind, and prizing the 
Reputation of her Sifter above even her Lifc^ 
Q)e ordered a Hackney-Chair to be brou^t 
immediately to the Door, and forced her 
isita it> giving the Charge herfetf to the 
Men to what place they (hould carry her» 
DRrhich was ta the Houfb of a Midwiife^ 
whom (he knew (he could oblige to keep 
the Secret. She had no fooner difpatch'd 
hcrirom view, than ihe fent her Won:iaa 
after her with fiich things as were proper 
&a the Condition (he was in, but conr 
tiaued in the moft terrible Agonies for fo 
unexpedcd and fo (hameiul an Accident. 

In the mean time, the Author of this 
Misfortune, inconftant Idombu^, was en- 
g^^ged in Adventures^ which made him 
wholly negligent of what might be£all this 
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"^ttttchtd ViAim of his wavering Dcfircs* 
By accident^ he had one dvf ftray'd into 
the Temple of the Sun^ a place he wa; 
Uied but little to frequent ; out as if the 
God had determine to take voigeance on 
liLm, for the little regard he paid to hi$ 
Ait4rs> he no fooner approached the 0cred 
S^irine, than he was Aruck w|th a fudden 
f h:e> more fierce than ev^n his Rays^ un- 
aided by the Charms of Beauty^ had the 
power of kindling. The fparkling Eyes of 
LuTHEJLiKA, a yoiihg Virgin of noble Blood, 
being placed oppofite to the fpotpn which 
he ftood, (hot into th^ very Sottl o^ the 
aniorous Youth fuch flames^ as were not; 
to be extinguifh'd but by Enjoyment ; Strong 
as fwift he felt- their mighty Force 5 but 
that not being a place in which he could 
accoft her in the maoner he wifh cl to do, 
the facred €cremony over, he ordered hU 
Bage to follow add obferve iato what Houfc 
•flic went, and not to return without a fuH 
information of her Nam.e, and the Cir<^ 
cumftances of her prefcnt Condition* Jdo- 
MBi/9 was of a Bifpofition arbitrary over 
thofe on whom he had power> refolute in 
having his Commands fttliilf 4 and fu^ci«- 
cntly generous in ' rewarding Services, to 
engage the utmoft from his Pcpcndants. 
The Perfon whom he. employed on this Er- 
rand, had too much to fear frbnj his.In^ 
dignation, and alfo to hope from his Li- 
berality, 
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bc^lity^jiot to ma)ce him. diligent in his 
Enquiries 5 and he fo well fucce^dcd in theni^ 
as to bting him an account that this young 
Beauty was thcDaughtrCrof z Dalmatian 
Lord, who, having wafted the heft patt of 
his Fortune in an. unfuccefsful Quarrel^ had 
left her, With two othier Sifters, wholly on 
the dependance of an Aunt, who was hap* 
pily married to one of the mpft wealthy 

Conimoners in Gir^^iM^/^ 5 hy whom hav- 
ing no Childxcn, and now of an Age too 
inuch 'advanced to hope for any, the three 
Orphans ,Iud been educated as her own : 
and that the two. elder, being mar/ied with 
her Confent, had received from her Boun^ . 
ty Portions equal to what might have been 
cxpeded with them^ had. they been rcMly 
her own. But, this blooming Charmer. at- 
tracting the univerfal Admiration of the 
Men, the old Lady kept in a very qlofe 
Reftiraint, never permitjping ^ I^er to go a-, 
broad without her, or receive any Vifits but* ; 
fuch as (l;e was pleafed to think, proper. This 
Account was but little pleafing to Idomeuis $ 
he had jaot; only the Virtue and Virgin- 
Fearfulneis, of the young, ;qnp to combat 
Witli, but auo the watchful Diligence of 
the old one, to deceive: ,he rwas ^efolv'd^ 
however, hot to give way tp Defpair, with- 
out having firft macie a tryal .of the. Diffi-^ 
culties which he muO: furn^ou^ to become 
Mafter x>f his Wiflies. Having no acquain*. 

tancc 
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taricc . with' any of thp panjily/. nor ^ wkh 
.any lyho c^oald intrQducc him, he made it 
his buiiiKfs CO 6nd ouc.w^at publick Placed 
the Undc moft frequent^ 5 which Jiavuig 
Icam'd, he tafcver failed jmccting him>,and 
by, degrees brought hinifrlf fo much ipto 
his gpod Opinion, thai:, he invited hicp to 
his' Houfc. This was , all ^t prefent our 
young Advj^fiturcr rcqUir'd 5 ^nd beings oiw 
day prefs'dvby him in $ very friendly manr 
ner 10 go home with him- from the Tea* 
nis-Courrt, whtre they , had; been at play> 
he joyfully accepted (he Offer 5 an/d: the 
more gladly, becaufe it being before Din? 
ncr, he, was certain of fteing ^hc Ladies. 

Thus far every thiqg.fviccccdcd accprding 
to his^ wifli i . but Hever was Man fo ^cpn? 
fufed as he; when, the Tabl^ being i€;rY'd> , 
the Aun( and Nie^c appea^'d^ the fu^qqu; 
Compliments he receiv'd from the qnei 
and the Beauties of t^e orticr rendring him 
incapable of judging in what manjaer .ho 
ftipuld behave. He no fooii^r began to 
fay a gallant thing to the. oije, than the o-r 
ther would interrupt him, by telling him 
how like her Niece was to her, and twenty 
times over aflfuring him, that tho' fhe was 
her Aunt, flic wa^ very little older 5 that, 
her Brother was a Man when (he was no 
more than a Child, and that Luthelina; 
and fhe, by thofc who knew them not, 
were taken fot/Siftcrs.^ Had it been at any 

Y other> 
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tthtr tiiiic, thfe Vartity Of this BcldilHc li^OUld 
iiavc bech a fufficitnt matter of Divtrfioft to 
hittt J but the Iittj^ertittcncc of hct Chat now 
hindring him frbiA declaring his Sentiments 
16 thfe young Ladf , made Mm almoft dl* 
drafted 5 and fcarcc cou'd he irefraiii froitt 
ktfing her fed by his AnfWerJ,. riiM it wai 
»f little c6nfifqaeiice to hinl of i^^hat Age 
fte was : but with the Praifes fht Was incct 
fanrly giving hkrfelf, (he mingled To many 
0f him, that it was not ih his power to ht 
rndef, and at laft put a thought into his Head 
Which he refolVd to chcrilh as i fortunate 
otie. 

He Mg'd, wkh ileafon, that When 1 
Woman takes an over-care to appear amia- 
ble ill the eyes of ManlRnd, it i^notwith-^ 
bulE an ambition of being tOld (he ii fo } 
ftnd that fiich 4 PerfOh might. With eife, 
be brought to believe ahy thing by him fht 
imagines is her Lover* To counterfeit that 
Charafter^he prefentiyperceiv'dwas the on- 
ly means to engage bne of hers to his In* 
tttcft 5 and tho he could not, as yet, form 
any dfred Rules in what manner he (hould 
proceed hereafter, he fancy'd it would be 
the beft beginning he could m^ke ; hot 
doubting, but when he was ohCe become free 
enough in the Family, to have an opportu- 
nity of talking to the young Lady, he fliould 
cafily convince her, it Was not the antiqua- 
ted Beauties of het Aunt, Which rendered 
him ib aiTiduous* la 
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la &Mp he hkrn'd the whok Frame of 1^ 
Ibehavioul: and Difcourfe in iiich a matiMf^ 
that (he who had not for a long Series c^ 
Years known what it had been to hate fach 
atkc things faid to her^ was perfeftly nrani^ 
ported^ and believing hihi really enaitiour'd 
WithlKx> had not the kaft jealous thought 
that he was fo eifewhere, as otherwiic; th4 
natural Envy of her Difpofttion would hav<^ 
made her prefbhtly obferre i and wai fo ftti 
frotn denyiiig him admittance to her Houre> 
is (he had done many wh^ had profefs'a 
themfelves the Lovers of LuirtlELlNA^ that 
(he intireated him to come as flfequentiy a& 
he cOukl» ai&ir'd him her Gates (hotild hi 
always open to receive him $ and not otAf 
by her Words, bus alfo by her £ycd> if 
Glances oJF a Woman turnM of Fifty ifiay bt 
tUow'd to be intelligible to a young Man 
of twenty £ive> made it her endeavouir 
|o combined him a more welcome Gued 
cou'd notarrivci 

Purfiiant to the firft ftep he had taken> htt 
ma^ag'd the Af&ir fo well in the ;fucceed- 
ing Yiitts ht made her, that in a "Vei^ fmall 
time (he became enamour'dAof hiiti to th6 
tttnioft pitch of Dotage f which is all the 
Term one can afford to a. Woman, Who^, 
at her Age, confefles a Paflion that even 
Youth is'put to theBlufli to acknowledge. 
But be»%;bdoy'd by her> was the leaft of 
what hCvi^U at> and as his Pefign was 

Y 2 through 
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db^ough the Aunt to make his way to the 
Niece, be took the oppoiptunity her m^a- 
ken JFondncfs gave hmi 5 and, counterfeit- 
ing too well for one who ib much contribu- 
ted to her own-Deception to fee into the 
Cheat, perfuaded her to pretend a Journey 
to a Relation in the Country, and abfcond 
fqr a fmali time with him. It is not to be 
^liev'd with how much grccdinefs fhe fwal- 
iow'd the Bait he had prcpar'd for her, and 
telling her Husband, that (he had received 
Letters that a Coufin of tiers, was extremely 
jll, would needs go immediately away 5 and 
|hat, not only becaufe fhe was in hafte to be 
gpne^to one, who fhe faid was fo dear a 
Friejid, but alfo pretending a Frugality; 
wh^h (he knew was not difpleaflng to him 
ivhom^ftie cndeavour'd to deceive, that (he 
ijfpuld fave the Charges of travelling with an 
]EqHipag€, iwd» go privately in the 'Stage- 
<5QAgh* Every thing favouring her Deftgns; 
fhe, like the Moon, was lofi in Clouds, to 
have the better Opportunity of indulging 
her e:^peded Raptures with the loV'd JEn- 
DiM:K>N, invifible by mortal Eyes, ^do- 
MBVS contrived the place to which (be went, 
fhould be fo near the Town, that he could 
With'ca.fe go thither every day, andretupnat 
ni^ht, whic{i he was always punftual in do^ 
iiig, tp take off all fufpicion khati his^ «had 
agy pthc? defign in vijtting tbctgr flat City; 
than to preycat the fcandalous.0^isBref$ <i( 
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the iQtitnacy between theiti, 'fiom imogtiv- 
ing they were gone n^cthcr*^ > - -^ 

I^ow was the foeautecnisLiJTHELiNA 4@ft 
a defencelefs Prey to^ the fubtilc Invader^ 
thewatchftriiieisofvher'A'unt had, hitherto^ 
taken away all occaiion for her 'letting thA 
guard ovir herfelf, which all ^Womenvar^b 
inftruded in, and whidi, when ever they 
ftray, moft certain SLuin 'overtakes: th<il 
Steps ; and flic was as incapable of rei!fiif)g 
the Impulfes which Love and l^ature icitate 
in a youthful Breaft, as fhe would have be^A 
to have fubdud an Airinyiby any^totlier 
Weapons than her £y e^^ ' IboMEus necdod 
po more than to declare hl$',Paflion to in- 
ipire an equal (hare in hers the iittld fhe^ hsdt 
b^cn fuifer'd to hipar of • Difcourfes of -th|» 
^nd> made her now lifted tb\iihat hefafid 
with, double Pleafure; and by reading of 
Romancesy having been taught, that to be 
ador'd was.thesPrerogative of herSex, ha<* 
too often looked on it 3 a^ hardOiip to bd 
deny'd that Triumph, not ra confidet tha 
Liberty Ihe now enjoy'd,;as'the gteatcftSkf?"^ 
Ung could have i>efelkn« her. ; This was4ni 
deed a Difpofition which ^ might have becfti 
fatal ii^eadof advantageous. to his Defignv 
becaufe the fame Motives which anduced^liei: 
Vanity to give ear to him with pkufote," 
would certainlyjh^ve.inclin'd^hcr to receive" 
the fame Deciaiations from others alfoi but'^ 
to prevent this Evil, he to6k cares never to^ 
• , Y 3 be 
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kit <kf«iit fiem her but m thofe hocnr s which 
caird him to her AmU and in which (be 
fiOul4BQt, witbdteency> admit the Viiitg of 
l^ifrfons of a different S^i^. 

What \s it th«t fontinu'd Importunities, 
when ini;('d wiHx Inclination^ and favoured 
ipf Time and Fla«e> bring to pafs I The V*r 
^ity of this young Charaier firil indin'd het 
to jDcceive hi$ Addreflbs s his Accomplidi^ 
fftints and agreeable Per fon, brought her afr 
lerwardsto be as well plea^ with the Z>yi9t 
as the i>u^ ; and the Softnef^ of her 8^% at 
l«ft> fothin^ nothing too mudi to reward 
an A£reftiQn> which fhe imagined no Ithjh^ 
(€te than it appeared to be violen$. In ^ 
«!Qr4 a& he wanted not Courage xp ask eve4 
ly ^ing of her, &> there was.nbthing he ds^ 
iiiedi that he did not obtain. This indoe4 
muft be faid of hiqfi, that in fome mea- 
fore he deferv*d hcr> lincc never Quixots 
0f BwOmaoce did more to obtam the Pui^* 
e£^SA of hisHopes, than hc> in conftrain* 
ing himfeif to counterfeit Ardors for a 
WcLOtun> whofe Experience render d it very 
<ti£cuit to impoic on her, and who wotild 
not ha^e fail'd to have reiQark'd the leaft 
<|eficienc^ in Behaviouf : but this was 9 Me* 
lit of whieh he durfi not boaft, but which 
it^fQ l^tiught with St its own Couvoaaencies, 
to make ^amends fi}r the pcefent Toil 5 be^ 
<;itule whenever he grciw tu-ed with the Poi^ 
^^ons e| the Chacms of his young l(L^ 

/•rcf^ 
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ftxc&^ he had aq moK to do> than bf giwivl 
ing cold to riie old one, ocpilion hei return 
to Town» and by that means be released 
4tom his Obligation^ to that undone Boau^ 
ty, without incurring tiie Reputation of 
Ingratitude oi Falihood. He was too wdl 
acquainted with the Incpnftanf:^ of hi^ owa 
Jiumomv not to know thaitthis would inftilt 
libiy happ^ fom^ day or other 3 and £d^ an 
infinite deal of Pleafure in his own Mind; 
fkt thiqkiiig how well he was provided of an 
fixpcdienk to rid bimfelft wheneyei he 
plea^'d, of Embraces in which he no tonget 
cou'd find a Joy. 

But.this fell not outdmmfpdiately f Ist was 
in the very height of bis Amour witii Luths* 
^iKA, thar {that onforttiiutc Accident hapf^ 
ned to.AiiMiRA ; and has time tjieing wholly 
fiiar'd bet^en the amorous Auijif ^ and love^ 
)y Nieces be had not appeared iQ the Palace 
of ARiDAifOR for many days. His abfenc« 
^ding to the Diftra£)tioii which her preienf 
(Condition ioTolv'd her in^ made her fall 
into Ravings^ which foon difj^d^pfd, to aU 
aj^out her, who it was that was th« Authc^r 
iof ^cr Shame. Tl^ News was ibqi^ gofi^ 
munictted to Barsimas and that hndy 
thinking i^bat fhe had to iay, a fufHcieiit 
Plea for bfcaklng through the In^mdioi): 
her Lord |iiad lately laid op hf^f, told Arida* 
^OK ; who, fhe Tufjpefted not^ had befprp 
j»ny knowled|^e of the A^ir^ IpoM£|;^ 
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hcmg uiiEtnamed, (he proposed tiiat h^ (hbnld 
ris^ir: the Inynry he had doiie iier Siikr, by 
Inatrj'ing her with, all cbAvcnicnt fpccd: 
aot^could Icfe be vcxpeded from a Lady 
of Tq :]xiuch Virtue, arid wtobhad all the 
ii&iSedion for th^lunfortunate Ai.mira, - that 
fiouid poflibly\bfc paid by one fo neat by 
Blood. But :A«:iDANOR, who:knew the 
Di%(x(ition of his.Brothicr, ;and;aifo that. his 
jGiccumftamcG&cQiuld mot well 'admit of fuch 
H.MSttcb^. cndqayourd to iilci¥c:eha:iby thcfc 
Monds J. It'i^ iwt, iMadam,. yZaiiirf afer^ in the 
p0WOt^.Qf:a yaujigetiBrothcrio Jtiapry ac^ 
cording to his Inclinations,. aiad-Ir by; foU 
liwiftg ,mine,:bayc rtndcr'd him..yct. Icfs 
sti^to. do fo^ \cbanJhacL ioiricfald/my Fami« 
ly byibcit^iog al^y.into it;hiO£e eminent 
for her W:caljtb>:ithaafor thofenioo^.worthy 
(^li6gi^i:ioaS:f. found in yoa//v And ii this 
aU.Shf oJ^c|^rWiimr-rtfy«i»W7^ rhat you 
iMftk J? o>King t€r: iix?: poor Almi ila ior hcc 
){Q^:.pf 1 HoiWri^ and the Diigracc which 
«uii4% ;t>TOUght pri . all ' ally'd. to: her i The 
"ftflgiPf roy Wifet'dirfendsyou f^^ that 
^9^iMpiydJ9A6 .amd tho I truly ,pity your 
Ufl^4ppy Siftoir jund' 'equally with yourfclf 
^Q^d^n|Ln.itlta:.Aftioa. Idombus iias been 
gftilty.pf, fyet;;wilji I, never advife him to 
^tppf: fpr it by thcrjway you^ mention— —^ 
I. bcg«:therefor^,. irWiwi^if^ he, that for the 
^kftpf mine and jjour owji Peace, you will 
ce?ife to urge. aSait .which it is thelix'd de-r 
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termination of my Soul for ever to rcfufci^ 
Barsina, whofc only fault was having 
a Spirit a little too great, could not contain 
iierfdf at thcfc Words, and forgetting how 
dear her late Ralhnefs had coft her, relaps'd 
into a worfe and more dangerous JExceft of 
it 5 andif Aridanor wanted a Stock of 
Patience fufficierft to endure her Reproaches, 
even when they were occafion'd by a Fault 
of which he knew himfelf guHty, how 
little could he . fupport them for, a Crime 
tran faded by another, and in which he had 
no hand? In fine, Paflion on both fides 
grew too high at laft to be confinVI within 
the bounds of even good manners, and that 
decorum, which ought always to be pre- 
ferv'd among People of Condition, and 
which, indeed, more than by their Titles, 
diftinguiflies them from thotfe of a mean 
Education : which Aridanor perceiving, 
and fearing he might be traniported to 
fomethi^g unbecoming his Character, was 
enough Mafter of himfelf to quit the Room, 
But Barsina thinking Ihe hail now a morci 
juftifiabk rcafon for Refentment than be- 
fore, and befides that rage of Temper ihc 
was pofTefs'd of, being continually kept 
warm by the daily Complainings of her 
Sifter, and the Whifpers Ihc heard concern- 
ing her, as her Misfortune grew more re- 
veal'd, could not enterta^in the leaft thought 
©f fubmitting, and refolv'd in her own 

Mind, 
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Mia4» as much as a Woma(i who twif 
1qvc5 can da, never to' be ?ecpncil*d t9 
jiw Husband withput he copfei^tcd to wfe hi» 
UtnK>ft endeavours for the Nuptials of Ipor 
l^fEVjandALidWA. 

In this diUraftcd Pofition were the Fa- 
mily and Mind of Arxqa^o^, >yh^n A^ 
DRASTUS (ought reliqf aad m«ig^iQft of 
his Sorrows in his Advice and Spciety i bpw 
little he w^s abl? tq afford « tp awthff* 
thcP.«adcr wiU eafily >udg? i)y the knowtfdgt 
bow much he f^qod in licpd ^ it himftjf.-rr 
CtRAHoau? was the only ?crfqn wh« 
knew the Truth of this noble 4mtQl$m'^ 
Mi^ifottune^ afid was (;ap^blf^ of talking 
freely to him concerning iti all vi\tm^$ 
therefore, as his been before obfeiv'd, klx 
vin§ beei) try'4 and found iricffc^ual for 
;he removal of Ismonda, it vas his Coufi^ 
iel, that his Friend (hould hq more add |q 
the Torments he endur d^ |>y prosecuting an 
Endeavour which he had fo o^en expe^-^ 
enc'd was but fruitlefs ; and the Perfuafio|is 
of this l^nown faithful M?n, tPgether with 
the apprphpfipns of offcndii^ the King by 
top long ah abffpnce, at laft prevailed on him 
to leave Caramanh i but with what Grief 
of Soul, hone but a Husband who loveSj» 
and has like him been injur-d, can conr 
ccive. But whatever ^ere his Anxieties^ 
they could not furpafs th? Trjnfport which 
bis depar^VM^? afforded his tranfgreffing 

' ^'"'Wif<?^ 
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Wife, and her enamoured Prince. The one, 
now become paft the care of ]^eputation» 
and the other believing him.fclf jafe from 
Jill Reproach, gave a loofc to Ra|>ture great- 
er than ever they had dujrft to indulge be^ 
fore, and for a time, one would indeed 
have believ'd the Poet*s Divinity had been in 
fuch a Love as theirs, fo much beyond the 
tf>rdinary BxtaAes of that Pa^Hpn, were the 
Portion of their cvcr)^ meetijig 5 but as no- 
thing but i real Godhead can b^ imnjiutable, 
the Fiend at laft difclos'd itfclf, and fadly 
transferred this Scene of heavejjly Delights, 
fK> one all black and horrid. 

There is nothing more certai<> in the Af^ 
feirs of Love, than*that Security is the Paj, 
rent of Satiety 5 and if we ip the leaft con- 
felt either Philofoffcy or Njiture, 'tis'cafy to 
be accounted for. What a Man fears tp 
lofe, he is for ever endeavouring to preferve | 
iHit wheh Doubt is no more, and you have 
|lo farther to do than to go on in one conti^ 
lau'd round, the moft plcafiflg Circle, ixv 
time, grows dull, and the pnce ardent Lo* 
yer flackcns in his Race j the Spirits cool,. 
^nd Deiire begins to nod, when free from 
all Interruptions in the way, and unalarm'd 
by any pujrfuing Fears. Befides, of the 
moft rufcious l>uit;s we fooneft furfeit ^ 
whaj:is given us but fparihgly, would ncvc^; 
fkil to excite ciir keencft Appetite 5 but 
whpn •fllQW'd at lar^e, afid ):iie rapacious 
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WiU is left without a Check, with too 
much greediiicfs wc dcvpur> and , the rich 
Sweets with too much Plenty cloy. To all 
this may be added, that Ismoi^da buoying 
up Ambition with fancy'd Mcrijt, ; and the 
Plea of having now abandoned every thing 
for Love, was loft to all but the return of 
that dear ruinpusPaffionj; imprudently ex-! 
afted from the Pripce as a Ri^httttjat. which 
is never with pleafurc granted when ex- 

pe£kcd.-v r-rrLove ftiouldj^c frec>* and un- 

confin'd as Air; the leaft rcftraini dcftr^y^ 
the Blifs, changes its very Nature,; and per- 
verts that to forced Complaifai^cc> wiudv 
was before all Extafy and Jpy. r ' 

l.Little did Marmililo imagii]^, whcrt^ 
he. brought; VioLBTTA for t^c |>etSbt^ii-t 
tinuance of indulging l^ii^iafllon for Qa-- 
RiCLEA, that the Beauties of that Virgin; 
would occaiRbn him the Troubles he was; 
now involv'd in. Adrastus had • fcarcely 
forfeken the Caramanian Confines, before, 
the Prince became as much cftrang'd in his 
Affeftions to the fair Wife of that unhappy f 
Nobleman, as he had cajifed her to be to 
him 5 the untaftcd Sweets of Violetta's 
innocent Beauties kindled in his Heart a 
Fire, which nothing but their Poflcilion 
could cxtinguifli. He knew Marmillio 
was the Pcrfon who introduced her • to 
the Service of Hyanthe, and that ♦ fhc 

de- 



depended on his Advice and Care^ as flic 
woiiid do on that of a Parent. 

It was therefore diiefly in his power to 
feduce her, and to perfuade her, that Vir- 
tue would be of little advantage to her in 
a Place wjhere the contrary was fo much 
in falhion; He had qonferr^d too many 
'Obligations oh this Favourite ; and, indeed, 
knew him too ze'aloufly devoted to his Set- 
vice, to fuppote he would make a fcniplc 
of any thing which might afford him fa- 
tisfaftion 5 he therefore communicated his 
Thoughts to him on this occalion with the 
iitmoft freedom, and talk'd to him in a 
manner, as if he doubted not to be in an 
almoft immediate poffeffion of his Wifhes 
by his means : but he had not intirely fi- 
nifli'd all he had to fay, before he percciv'd 
Marmillio to change Colour, and by 
many Symptoms denote, that he was ei- 
ther unwilling, or unable to execute this 
Commiffion 5 which obliging him to change 
the form of his Difcourfe, What, /aid he 
to himy is the Happinefs of a Prince, who 
defires nothing more than to make thee 
happy, of fo little account with thee, that 
thou einflr hefitate at wofcing to mfy Will 
a filly Girl, who would doubtlels rejoice 
to find herfelf fo corifidcrablc to her So- 
vereign. Ah, facred Sir ! r^/^/W Marmil- 
lio, the Gods of Caramania can witnels 
for me, how much I blcfs their Bounty, 

when- 
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ip^heriever tnfry afford me an oacadon of 
"teftifying the Regard 1 pay your Highnefs : 
Had VioLETTA any thing in her of the 
Bifpoittion of hct Sex, I might indulge my 
Wiftics with the hope of ferving youi 
but (he is colder than the frozen N^th^ 
not to be warm'd by all the ArtMces of 
melting Love ; and lefs ambitious than the 
^oor C6ttagc-maid, who never heard of 
Grandeur, or had a Wifti beyond her MUk- 
ing-pail.— — — How often have I fcen her 
Hy, obfcure her Charms in ^olitude^ or ran 
for Protedion behind the i^rincefs's Chair^ 
to fhield herCelf from hearing the Courtlet's 

Addrefs ) ^-^-^ How regardlefs docs (he 

View the admiring Crowd \ How little docs 
{he addrn her Beauties ? How negligent is 
ihe in pleaiing ? ■ ■ Is not th^, conti^ 

nued he J my Lord ! a Behaviour which may 
make me fufily fear all that I can urge wiU 
be of no effed ? — — 1 have remarked, n^ 
fumed the Prince, the artlefs Innocencs 
t^hich appears in all her Adions 5 and did 
I not believe there were a di^^culty in gain* 
ing htXi would think the Employment un- 
worthy of thy Skill. '■ - ■ ■ Were fhc to 
be won by rich i^refents^ and Promifes of 
future Greatners> my Page might, in my 
name, convey them to hcr> ana bargain fo£ 
her Heart. — Or did the Court- Amufements 
pleafe her, in publick Balls^ and private 
PrefTures of her Hand, I t^ight have hope 

to 
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10 citeh her Schfes : but fo ptrfed a Mb^ 
dtfty can only by Time amd Ai^ument be 
\^^onj and that alas! thfc ARt;t;s Eyes, 
vrhich daily arc upon mc, 4^ny mc to 
make ttyal of--— —But thou, Marmillio, 
art admitted even in hcu retir'd MomentSi 
itid tinder the fauifiion of a Guardian's Name 
inay'ft fteal upon her Thoughts, and, c'ef 
fhe is a^art, inlpire her with Dciires in fa- 
vour of my Pailibn J with amorous Chat 
melt down her Soul, and warm into yield- 
ing. -•.*.-*- — *rhen, when thou findft her 
moulded to the purpofe, ftamp the Imprcf. 

Iton of thy Prince's Image Say how I 

langulfli^ burn, defpair, and die j fay any 
thing, to jptove it Murder, Treafon, Parri- 
tide, to deny my Suit. 

The Prince utter'd thefc Wordi with 
too much Vehemence for the other not to 
know all oppofition woilld be in vain 5 
ahd tho* he could not promife himfelf any 
great Succcfs, rcfolv'd to try his utmoft 
Skill for the obtaining for his Prince the 
'Happlnefs he required. He therefore af- 
fur'd him, in the moft fubmiifive Term*, 
of his Attachment to ^ his Intereft, and that 
he would omit nothing which might be 
^conducive to promote it. The Prince^ who 
doubted not his Sincerity, urg'd no more, 
than that he would be as fpeedy aspoifiblc 
in the execution of this Commiffion 5 and 
telling him, that> till he was the Matter of ^ 

Vio- 
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Violetta's Beauties, he could not hope 
to know one cafy moment, left him at li- 
berty, to dudy on the means which might 
make him fo. 

The Reader will, perhaps, be furpriz'd, 
that, conlidering the Gharader of Mar- 
^iLLio, and the Services he had done of 
the fame nature for his Prince, he (hould 
now with fo much difficulty be prevaii'd 
on to engage in this. The Ruin of a 
young Virgin, like Violetta, and the In- 
jury he fhould do a Family, by whom he 
had been treated with the utmoft rc(ped, 
would appear but faint Obftrudions to a 
Man of his Humour, who, in every Aftion 
of his Life, had tcftify'd no Senfe of Pity, 
Gratitude, or Honour j nor indeed would 
he in the leaft have hefitated, had nothing 
but what 1 have mentioned detcrr'd him > 
But, befidcsthat he knewflie waspoflefs'd 
of all that Modefty and Stridnefs of Virtue 
he had reprefented to the Prince, he knew, 
that happening to be in the Anti- chamber 
of the Princefs's Apartment, (he had over- 
heard fome Conference between Theodore 
and IsMONDA, which had let her into the 
fecret of their Amour. She had frequent- 
ly fpoke of it to him with Wonder and . 
Deteftatioui and he no oftener had en- 
deavoured to excufe, than (he to reproach, 
fuch'a confequcnce of Love. The Senfe (he 
had of the Crime, was fufficient to make 

him 



>i^fii^k{HH^|. it would not, bt cafy tn^ftf^ 

I vail oij ^ to .become; gftijity ^ it : .. bftt 
to work ,^:<:)iiafag^ in i)ef 4f4timeat») J^ 

4»VflM» of^.% P<»fpfl, w^!9ra[,(fic waff cfjjtain 
i¥ra$ nq$ ^\y i^fufuie^f: .4>pt, alfd cng4g?d in 

jWi 4«o^;?witfeiaR9tl«V»*-%m'^ «Q tiim an 
t)t(<r iHap^il^bUicy i i^ <^4l4 ^ bis Wit 
iiirnjfe. ^m- wkh pnc ;Pjpmjac, which j^ 
iKiuld t^k.,iwmid.h&,r<cc^iv?d. 

To.l^M^This CF^it .<h§ficfe£C witJi tl|C 
)?j-iD«c, ,iw;jl»4.P??co«c^.jp ^ ttjoft fl;i*el 

. Mm* , ?^c§H«tt!ing tp (ipifiim ^^ Vt'ifi^ifief, 
or infpirc her with a|^ XteaderaeTs ^ >a 

to po0«fs aboi^ a thipfl il^ypi after hw- 

.Jngeol^TpBOBORn thfjf.^aU thp Argn- 

- -jfiieats Hft ^fftuJtd «fe. tiai;l?ew pf no cfe^:, 

Ke per&§d«|jhini fa Co|^ fM J<*y» W-bitjh 

he fpua4 :lt ;Was ^impolli^iB |i^ nim to ^3^ 

Wia tiy afty^^thfritiiearis.;, 

' BsaMtj a^ipsous, i|nd. ttttgovern^bU j^s 

|;bi$ Ptiafe was in ^H )pk.V^^tii, .%db a 

,.PFQfofiti(»n:.ext£emdy /hifck^i him : he had 

jjn ia4niftia4)i!& (hare <3rf" !C5f09fl-«atJjrc, and as 

.fliuch Honpur as was ^f^iiQ^at -with the 

'JacooftiaiQr of his Te«ipe'^,$ -aiid told HAtk* 

thftt he could not odt^fent to riic:h 

tun Ad^ibn, thoi^h the |»^petrating it wais 

illl for whi((h;he wifh'd to live, !and charg'd 

him t<^ renew his Endeavours to ma^c her 

his by other means than thofe. The other 
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pt6misd htnv ta obey, n6f darihg td ik 

him* know the rcifon why he' bclicVtd 

they would be eternally in vain. 

• In fine/ without uttering one fyllabfe 

of the Prince's Paffion to her, he coil- 

^*inu€d every day to afliire him, that he 

-found her Heart impii^naMe as a Rock, 

-that- he' had try'd her every' wAyl and thit 

there was now- rio remaining hope, bat 

in the courfe he had before- 'ad vis-d. What 

will not the /fiibtilc Infik&atib'iis of die 

-Pcribn one loves, when* <?6ncurring wifli 

one's own Inclinatidil> in time prevail on 

one to be guilty of ! 

^ The Prince, Impatient to pblTdfe, and 
made to believe that nothing but Forda 
conid afford" the long'd- for Slifs, at laft 
half yielded ftS-fhe Pcrfttafioiis; 6f his Fa- 
'voufite; wHo> '^o reniovc the only now 
reftteiningScruple, that of the thing being 
known, contriv'd this Stratagem, that tic^ 
(hould not ap^fear in his own fhape, and 
the dcftin'd Viftim of his wild Defires bfc 
ignorant to whdm fhe ow'd her Ruin. 
Honour now- laii'd to fleep, and aU the 
nobler Faciiltifcs drown'd in the £xce(s of 
an o'erflo^ing arid tumultuous Piffion, he 
confented with pleafure to the Propofal, 
and left themSHagement of it' to him, who 
promifed to kcc^mplifh it iii a vexy fhort 

•• «. •■ • . . . 



( j;39> 

, ; ;K6fc6ifl^,touid i be ijto^cacify, , than: fot 
))iin, who j^^isL lb intimate m,th.hct,to bc^ 
iray: hi^r/lni^a* m^ntiicc :i And tho Method 
h$ took X^ do it was .thki:hc caufediaa 
^gyptim il^tlut to be n?ade. far the Prince^ 
g.n4 a. t^Wjiy:; '^ask>^ &6 ajsiferiaily * conti^'dy 
tlj^t wboftvenihad it on>^wduld aj^canild 
Ijave iK>T<P(iwc fFace^ tham/thto which lihi4 
ture Hi^ \ ^Aow'd 2 . And intreating the 
^iQS\<^lo\ coiBc into his Ap^ttment^ Yoa 
|huft ^Qp^cfccnd, my Lord, ffaid he^ iikd 
J UP^;[T ER^ tft! affumc a Shame, unworthy ^ of • 
you, i^hPau^Qu attemj)t an.Eiiterprizc of 
this jkipd*: rfhc things being try 'd, and fit- 
ting eiJi^£Ufyv never Man was more daUghted 
than ThSOOORe 5 but yet could not con- 
ceive; of what; fervicc this jDiiguifc. was to 
jivim, or.iiow dcfign'd to he. nude ufc of^ 
till MaHMJIO/IQ plucfc'd out two Lettei^ 
the one dircfted for hittifelf, the other to 
VioLETTA: Thtic^ faid hfy are wriitca bje 
a ^i^^ ifo e^adly counterfeiting that of 
CaricK/Jea, that were herfelf to fee theai;^ 
()ie ^ould imagine them didated in i^r 
Slcepi- — » — ^They contain a Recommen-* 
datu>p,9f an JE^^j!/>^/^» Eunuch^ whom this 
carefiir Sifter entreats the young ViOLEtTA^ 
to entertain as the Guardian of her Virtue : 
5o m^ny Stratagems being daily contrived at 
(Dourt to deftroy the Innocence of a Vir- 
gin, |he cannot tixink her fafe without this 
Vf4t?hful Argus, who, incapable Of ^ in-* 
, ' Z 2 juring 
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jatitig her htrnfcJ/^ will be htt Securley 
from all others. He is therefore to lie in 
her Chamber, left any Attempts fhould be 
made oa her (leq^ing Virtue. ' Your Hfgh^ 
ne&z contiimed he, has nothing to do td 
carry on this Plot, but to personate this 
Slave for an hour or two, for it fhall be 
Toosi night ^cn I prefent yon : and to tur 
cufe your abfence^ you muft pretend a lit* 
fie Indifpoiiiioii) and difmiis all but mc 
ftoosi your Attendance. The tran^orted 
Theodorc agreed at fhould btf done that 
very Evening ^ and having appeftr'd in the 
Drauing^ropm long enough to ^(ve a co-^ 
lour to the thing, cry'd oat on. a fudden,^ 
that> hts Head ach<i/ and retir'd haftily to 
his own Apartment 5 where being fo'llow'd 
by all the Genricmcri of his Bed-Chamber^ 
Jtee ordered a profound Silence to be kept, 
and'that none. but Marmillio Ihould Hay 
in the* Room. 

Eveiy body being remov'd,^ he began to 
equip himfelf in ttie £^//>//^» Habiliments, 
which the aifiduous Favourite had before 
conveyed by a back way into the Chamber i 
by which alfo^ as foon as drefs'd, they went, 
and fo to the Apartment, who, beif^ not 
then, in waiting, they found at homte. 
Marmillio prefcntcd her with the Let* 
ters of the Slave ,• whith (he had nd foonct 
read, than fhe blufhed prodigioufly, at the 
thoughts of permitting any thing that bore 

the 
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the (hapc of Man to lie in hct: CiuniDcr ; 

but Marmillio alTuring her, that ^it .toriai 

the Cuftom in all thpk Countries vthcrc 

the Men arc jealous of the Honour.of theit 

f anttlies, {he at laft confcnted to obey the 

InjonAioD of her Siller. But here immc* 

4iatcly rqfe another Obftacle> which vrzs^ 

that according to the Cui^om: of Caram<tr 

IIM^{hc. hiving bat one Bed in hcrChamfeet^ 

he muft lie in another till one eoolci tte 

put up : But this was not an Obftacle wiiich 

%iras beyond the Wit of MarMu^jlio toiui^ * 

mounts he prefcMly told her ^ that thdc 

Slaves never lay but on Carpets, which 

could be ipread in a moment, and as t^ilj 

^ jremov'd. : ^ 

The good Opinion flie had pf hiai>^ the 

obfervant Care with which he bad ever 

treated her, and her Sifter's Cofnqivtnd^ 

left htr no room to hefttate, whether whv 

they injoift'd was for her good, or not i 

and (he order'd hex Woman to fee it pei>- 

/brm'd. The Royal Slave; who pretended nc* 

to underftand one word of the Csraniaman 

jLanguagc, was entertained by the Servants, in 

(i$ civil a manner as podlble : but it was no 

Tmiiill diveriion; to him, t6 behold the woi>- 

jdec with which all the Women look'd up^ 

^n lun), ;and the Mirth which his fuppos'd 

.ConditiiOn occafion'd among thetn, tvery 

one fpeaking according to the Sentiments 

of her Heart> without ttfgpfc before* iiifti, 

Z i ^ in 
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in conjfiidcncc he knew hot what they 
faid. , * . ■• ■ «" r-. . .:j 

But when Night came, stftd'he faw tht 
lovdy ViOLETTA in hcrBed> howdifficaltf 
was it for him to reftrain the -impatiettdcs 
of his burning Paffion, "tiilflie was affcep,' 
not daring to-ftir from his Carpets till then^ 
left fhe Ihould alarm the- Family: but- t 
aiore than Ordinary Droaaincft, by her ill 
Angel caft 4341 her Senfcsi »itiidc her ipt6- 
fcntly fall into the Condition he wifli'dj 
wJffich be no fooner perceiv'd, than he quit- 
ted' ^thenneafy Pofition in which he hatf 
Jain, the Eagernefs of Dcfire with Which he 
feizM upon her Beauties leaving no time 
for the Preparatives of Kifles, and Degrees 
of Garctles, 'he in a moment 'became Ma- 
fter- of too 'nmch, not to put> it paft hct 
p^wer to keep' fnom him any patt of what 
he wilh'd. ■ But in what words is it pofr 
i!ble to fet forth ♦ the Rag^I-the Horrors-t 
the Surpriztl with which flie waked, and 
found this '^okl Intruder! She ftrugglect 
would have (hriek'd for help, but Kifles 
itopp'd the one, and more pre\^alling Strength 
Tcndrcd the other of no efFeil:.-**-^ — '■^ Iii 
fine, fhe wa» undone, and he as happy as 
the full Poffefli on of her Charms could: 
make him-i but Tears, and Vows, not to 
out-hve the lofs of Honour, allay'd the Joy, 
and' turn'd him aM into Endeavours to m^ 
tiigatc the Tonpcft^ <^ hcr.SQuL^ »^ » j . He 
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fpoke to her, excusing what he had done 
by the Violence of a Paflion, wluch dif-^ 
dain'd all Bounds, and would fly to any Ar- 
tifice to fliun Defpair. 

Oh! by whonn, crfd fhe^ have I been 
thus abus'd >~— yet, if thou lovcft thy Life, 
tontinued fbe^ I charge thee do n6t tell me, 
for be aflur'd, I will revenge this Wrong/ 
It was not to (bow tbat he not fear'd this 
Threat, bur believing the knowledge of his 
Quality would ealb ^hc prefcnt Horrors pf 
her Soul, he difcover'd to |icr who he was 5 
at which indeed her Surprize increased, bat 
a finall Portion of her Griefs abated i — ^thc 
Rank of her Undoe? toc)k not away the 
Shame of being undone, and tho' (he cea8'<t 
to revile y Ihe did not to c$mpl4in — OH 
Cruel VxmdcV faid jhej what could pro- 
voke you to the Ruin of a harmlefs Maid, 
who never injury you evenf'in a Thought i 
Your Heart and Vows elfc where devoted, 
how fmall your Satisfaction, and how im- 
inenfe my Woe I-^-^Wretch that I am, pur^ 
jk'd Jbey after • a little faufe^ Death only^ 
ian put a period to my irrepatablc Shame.: 
In this manner did (he go on, nor could 
Jefs be cxpefted from d Woman of her 
^ia Modcfty $ yet had the Prince the pica- 
Jfurc tp obferve, that either the Rcfpcft (lie 
:^aid him as her Sovereign, pr a fecretlncli- 
iiatioii to his Pcrfon, made her fufFer his 
ifSCM^inucd Endearments with lefs rcludancc 
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than btfbire. As he was indeed One of the 
iaoB: lovely dnd tccomplHh'd Men on 
cznh, it was not difficult fOr btm to make 
the moft favourable Impreifion on a Heart ^ 
ff> entirely unprepi>fier$'d as was htr's : to 
add to tt6s, hie addrefs'd her in the fofteftt 
ipnoft engaging terms that Love and Wit 
could didMe ; and before Morning, if fiic 
was ilLOt l»:ought to think what he had done 
ta Crime, (he was at leaf); to: wifh it were 
Hot fo : and thojugh fbe did not in words 
declare fo much, the tendei* Prcflures, the 
Lafigulflfiments^ which, unawares even to 
berfelf, her Atms, land Eyes beftow'd on iiim, 
confefs'd the meltii^ God had pleaded in 
Iter Heart fo powerftiUy in the defence of 
his Votary, thtt (he now more than forgave 
the Effefla of his emboldened Paflion,— *^ 
TranQ>orted with this Difcovery, he por^ 
fued his Conqueft, and fwore to hold her 
for ever Prifoner in his Arms, if fhe would 
not feal his Pardon, and confent henceforth 
^o give a loofe to Rapture. Faintly fhe 
ftruggled to git free from the fweet Con^ 
finement, but could not fpe^dc : Athoufand, 
and a thoufand times he repeated the iame 
Requeft, befofi her Tongue could utter 
what her fwimsntng Eyes fufficiently made 
Renown 5 and when, to prevail on him to rifc^ 
it being now broad day, all fhe could bring 
forth was, J^j:. Enough confirmed that fae 
was Mafier of her 3oul, as wpU as Body» 

he 
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lie now 4br(bok the happy Scene erf fk4^ 
fure ; and having clothed bistikH m his X>i£* 
%mCe^ retired to his Carpets : from whidiji 
las fooQ as her Woman £attie into theCham- 
t>er/he rofe^ and went into another BLOom ; 
whence, taking his Opportunity, he pa&'d 
to his own Apartmem> where MARMXLLib 
"waited with impatience to know the lEn4 
<>f this Adventure* 

The Prihec making him a full rdattoh 
of all that had^ pafs'd, be was not a Ihtle 
^larm'd, when he firft heard he had dit 
<6Vcr'd who he was, not knowing liow far 
the Fury of a Woman, thus abusM, might 
tran(pott her :^ htk when he was told how 
<kindly Ihi forgave the Deceit, he as mud^ 
applauded himfdf for the Contrivance. The 
l^rince expreft'd his Senfe of it in termk 
the moft obliging to hini, andpaffionate 
to VioLETTA 5 which ict this Favourite 
know, that his Defites being yet unfatiatcd, 
he would ftill have need of his Afliftance to 
procure their future Interviews. 

He managed this Affair, as he had dont 
all others of this nature, with which he had 
fcecn cntrufted, fo much to the fatisfadioii 
of the Prince, that he became more in his 
favour than ever. -The Intimacy be- 
tween him and Violetta, was known b^ 
every body, and fhc met the Prince at hi^ 
Apartment, under the pretence of vifitin^ 
a Perfon, wi» was lookU upon as htt 
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(juatdian, wiriiout the leaft fufpicidn^ for A 
.^pniidcrab^c timcp ,,.But what can cfcapc.the 
Eyes o£ jealous Ifeve J IsMftW^A finding the 
Prince more thaa brdinarilv;cQQl in tHe be- 
voirs be wa$ aocuftomed fo pay hef, bent 
Jier whole ftudy: ^at^ a :diicoyci7; of the 
Caufe i which, (he .at. iaft' difcovcr'd, and 
that Marmiljliq aifo was the Perfon ta 
whom (he owed her Misfoifttine : having 
an opportunity of Ijpeaking . to : him foon 
after fhe arrived at this knowledge, (he up- 
braided him in the fevefeft . terms ^ wept, 
thre^fined, raird,: entreated, by turns did 
every thing that an amorpms apd impatient 
Woman would do on the like occaiion. 
jinding her too well informed of th^ Secret;^ 
he would not heighten her Rage of Tern-, 
per by any Endeavours to conceal the Truth, 
but again* made ufe of the fanic Arguments 
he had before urged on the fcore of Euri- 
' DICE, and advifed her indeed to the wifcft 
Method fhe could nc^w purfue : Her Repa- 
ration loft, her Intereft with the Prlnceft 
changed to its reverfe, rendred an Alien to 
her Family, and for ever abandoned by her 
Husband, her whole dependance coniifted 
in the favour of Theodore 5 which, if fhe 
once forfeited, by an imprudent Attempt to 
controll him in what he efteem'd a Plea- 
fure, Ihe muft expeft the worft and moft un- 
.pity*d Fate to which a Woman can poflibly 
be reduced, that of a forfaken Miftrefs : 
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rWhcfcas if flie iecm'd not to know, what 
byrcftnting (lie could tiot remedy, (ht 
.would not fail <Df retaining his Relpeflv 
jand perhaps toe retrieve his Love. To arita 
rhcr to go through this Task With lefs diffi- 
<i:iilty, he ventured to let he* know this had 
,ii6t beeh tbe^ft ifalfe ftep the Prince had 
ms^c; and by retnindihg be(, that iaipitc 
lof all the iiew Attraaions which had hi- 
^theito faflca in. his way, flie'had ftill pre- 
Jjztv^d hcrEmpicec/er hisiSouI,lflatter'd her 
with the opinion Ihe fliould always do jR^ 
and by degrees moderated the firft Emotions 
of her jealous Rage fo well, that Ihe con* 
fented td^fccm blind to wliat (he but too 
well faw : But das J ihe. had.- now reduced 
herfelf to a* Condition, Mich made it the 
only Expedient to prefervc her from Mifery, 
Contempt, and all thofe Ills a Woman in 
her Circumftances muft be obliged to bear, 
when abandoned by him for whom (he . in- 
curred them. 

As for Vioi/bttA, her Charader as yet 
remain d untpuch'd 5 t\\cEgyptian Slave, whoj 
lay in hfr Chamber, and was ne^er heard 
o'f after, was by Marmilho's Artifices 
fuppos'd to 'have taken that "^ opportunity of 
robbing her of fbmc Jewels which (he had 
worn that Day 5 and confiding in his Ho- 
neffy, had not order'd to be fecur'd : and by 
the Diligence of the fame Perfon, the en- 
amour'd Prince has frequent Opportunities 
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